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Notes on the January 2004 Draft

The following list includes all of the vascular plant taxa, both native and naturalized, that are known to occur in the wild anywhere within Travis County.  A first draft was completed in 1996.  In this February 2002 draft, nomenclature has been updated to reflect some of the multitude of subsequent changes.  It now corresponds more or less to that used in the Flora of North Central Texas (Diggs, Lipscomb & O'Kennon, 1999), the most useful flora for the Travis County area.

Principal sources of information include the collections at the Plant Resources Center at The University of Texas at Austin (TEX-LL); smaller but obviously relevant herbaria maintained by the Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge (BCNWR), the City of Austin's Office of Environmental Resource Management (COA), and the Travis County Transportation and Natural Resources Department (TCTNRD); previous regional floras (Young, 1920; Brown, 1948; Higdon, 1948; Lynch, 1974); published systematic literature; and unpublished plant lists from local managed areas (e.g., Lyter, 1986; Muzos, 1986; Sexton, 1996).

Arrangement follows the traditional Engler and Prantl sequence of plant families, except within the Pteridophyta where the more modern treatment in Volume Two of the Flora of North America (various authors, 1993) is adopted.  Genera, species, and subspecific taxa are arranged alphabetically.

Annotations for each taxon include a brief estimate of its local abundance and a description of its habitat.  Both are based on the perceptions of the author and may be biased in any number of ways.  An apology must be offered for the lethargy of much of the prose in the current draft; hopefully at least some sections will be improved during moments of inspiration in the near future.

Specimen citations are provided for the less common taxa.  In such cases all of the sheets at TEX-LL, but only a selected few of the specimens at smaller herbaria, are included.  For the more common taxa, only the number of sheets at TEX-LL is mentioned.  It could be argued that citations are of little value, particularly those of specimens with labels providing nothing more than the word "Austin," a date and the name of the collector.  Nonetheless they are offered here for the benefit of the curious, to generate interest in the relatively few collectors (Mary Sophie Young, B. C. Tharp, Annie Armer, Barton Warnock, Fred Barkley, A. M. Ferguson and others) who contributed so much to the persistent knowledge of the local flora in the first half of the 20th Century, and perhaps to demonstrate the comparative dearth of local collections since then.

A historical perspective was also the motive behind the inclusion of references to "previous Travis County floras."  Both floras-- the first account of the plants of "the Austin region" by Mary Sophie Young, posthumously published in 1920, and the 1974 account of the plants of an urban subset of Travis County by Brother Daniel Lynch-- are fascinating treatments of which some students of the local flora may be unaware.

Finally, it should be pointed out that this effort toward a florula of Travis County is incomplete.  Additions and corrections are both welcome and encouraged.  The author can be contacted at 6106 Woodview, Austin TX, 78757, at (512) 459-5326, or at bcarr@tnc.org.
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