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Baccharis texana (T. & G.) Gray. PRAIRIE BACCHARIS. Native shrub. A shrub of prairies on shallow stony soils over limestone or chalk, occurring in scattered locations across the state. Rare here, occurring in prairies on Austin Chalk along the Interstate 35 corridor. 

Specimens: NE part of county, ca. 0.5 mi W of Pflugerville outskirts, just second field to the S of the sharp bend at the juncture of Wells Branch Pkwy. and Heatherwilde Blvd., elev. 750 ft., 20 Aug 2002, B. Harms 23 (TEX-LL). Previous Travis County floras: none. References: Mahler & Waterfall, 1969.
2005/10/8

Pennisetum ciliare (L.) Link. Cenchrus ciliaris L. BUFFELGRASS. Native of India, introduced into South Texas as a forage grass and now naturalized on sandy to loamy soils throughout that part of the state. Adventive(?) in our area, known from one report.

Specimens: Base of utility pole at edge of HEB parking lot, on S curb of Allandale Rd. ca. 100-200 ft. W of Burnet Rd., Austin, 8 October 2005, W. R. Carr & M. L. Price 24165 (TEX-LL). Previous Travis County floras: none.

2005/10/3

1. New to the Travis County flora (add to Brassicaceae)

Draba reptans (Lam.) Fern. var. reptans. CAROLINA DRABA. Native annual. Rare in our area, probably restricted to sandy soils of open post oak woodlands on old alluvial terraces near eastern edge of county.

Specimens: sandy flat behind (S of) Santa Barbara Catholic Church on Webberville Road, 24 Feb 1998, W. R. Carr & J. Singhurst 17262 (TEX-LL). Previous Travis County floras: Young, 1920; Lynch, 1974. References: Hartman, Bacon & Bohnstedt, 1975.

2. New to the Travis County flora (add to Euphorbiaceae):

Phyllanthus pudens Wheeler. BIRDSEED LEAF-FLOWER. Native annual. Rare and perhaps adventive in our area, known from a single collection. Travis County represents the westernmost station for this Coastal Plain endemic, which is known from about 15 counties in southeastern Texas and 9 parishes in southcentral Louisiana.

Specimens: rare in silt and limestone gravel on partially shaded alluvial bar along seasonally dry stretch of bed of Barton Creek, ca. 1.1 airmiles WSW of Barton Springs Rd. bridge, 18 Sep 2005, W. R. Carr & R. Corbin 24060 (TEX-LL).

3. One record (based on two specimens) added to this species:

Physostegia correllii (Lundell) Shinners. Dracocephalum correllii Lundell. CORRELL FALSE-DRAGONHEAD, OBEDIENT-PLANT. Native perennial. This rare mint, a former candidate for possible federal listing as a threatened or endangered species, has a rather bizarre distribution, ranging from Coahuila, Durango, Nuevo León, and Sonora north to Louisiana. In Texas it has been found in small numbers in widely scattered locations, including Bexar, Galveston, Montgomery, Travis, Val Verde and Zapata counties. At least one population is extant in our area.

Specimens: Colorado River bank at Montopolis bridge, 22 Oct 1952, B. C. Tharp 53-202 (TEX-LL); Waller Creek just N of Koenig Lane, 3 Sep 1987, C. W. Sexton s.n. (COA) and 8 Jul 2005, W. R. Carr & J. Singhurst 24051 (TEX-LL). Previous Travis County floras: none. References: Cantino, 1982; Irving, 1980b; Lundell, 1959a; Lundell, 1969b.

4. One record deleted from this species (Sexton s.n. moved to Physostegia correllii):

Physostegia pulchella Lundell. TALL FALSE-DRAGONHEAD, OBEDIENT-PLANT. Native perennial. Rare in moist soils along watercourses.

Specimens: Austin, 2 May 1935, B. C. Tharp s.n. (TEX-LL); Austin, 3 May 1938, B. C. Tharp s.n. (TEX-LL). Previous Travis County floras: none. References: Cantino, 1982; Lundell, 1969.

5. One record added to this species (apparently the first in almost 60 years):

Lotus purshianus (Benth.) Clem. & Clem. var. purshianus. Lotus americanus (Nutt.) Bisch. PURSH DEERVETCH. Native annual. A species of the western United States, common in North Texas and in the Llano Uplift, but scarce in Travis County, found primarily in gravelly sandy loam in open post oak woodlands, rarely on limestone substrates.

Specimens: hills E of Waller Creek, May 1912, M. S. Young s.n. (TEX-LL); Austin, 20 May 1922, B. C. Tharp 1476 (TEX-LL); abundant in the post oak gravelly soil near the municipal airport E of Austin, 18 May 1946, F. A. Barkley, C. M. Rowell & B. H. Warnock 45239 (TEX-LL); boulder along Barton Creek just upstream from Campbell's Hole, 18 Sep 2005, W. R. Carr & R. Corbin 24061 (TEX-LL). Previous Travis County floras: Lynch, 1974. References: Isely, 1981; Turner, 1959.
2004/7/3

Just thought I'd let you know that Warnock's coral-root (Hexalectris warnockii), a saprophytic orchid that in some circles is considered to be globally rare, was detected for the first time in Travis County yesterday.
2005/4/11

While pondering a high-speed lane change on Loop 360 near Great Hills Trail (up near the Arboretum), I glanced over and saw no vehicles in the left lane and, beyond the left lane, a median full of Bellardia trixago.  I responded by doing one of those stunts you see on TV commercials involving "trained drivers on a closed track" so that I could stop and collect a voucher specimen. 
 

As you probably already know, Bellardia trixago is a very attractive, very conspicuous, recently introduced member of the Scrophulariaceae.  Jason Singhurst published a paper several years ago documenting the march of Bellardia trixago across eastern Texas, and I'll have to dig up that reference for you (unless Jason doesn't mind doing so himself).  Anyway, it wasn't known from Travis County at that time, and it certainly hasn't been on this particular roadside very long.  My guess is that we might start seeing it on any highly modified highway right-of-way out in central and western parts of the county.  If there aren't any images on the internet, let me know and I'll e-mail you one I took today.  


