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Cibolo Nature Center at 140 City Park Road, Boerne TX
Join us for our annual holiday potluck with a Mexican flare!  Share your favorite ‘south of the border’ dish and enjoy others. Bill Ward will present a slide-show featuring the 2008 botany field trip to the cloud forest area of El Cielo Biosphere Reserve in Tamaulipas, Mexico.
It’s also time for our 2nd annual food drive for charity.  Bring a non-perishable food item to donate to Hill Country Family Services.  Come at 6:30 to celebrate; the presentation starts at 7:00.
President’s Message
Howdy, Merry Christmas, Season’s Greetings, Happy Holidays, Feliz Navidad, Happy Hanukkah, Frohe Weihnachten, Merry Keshmish, God Jul (can you identify the languages?)

Years ago I realized I just could not get into the over commercialized Christmas spirit and focused on meaningful and sustainable gifts. This year it seems to me others are simplifying and re-focusing too. We all might look at some of the things affecting our lives that might be an impetus to consider a different approach to holiday gift giving. Things that come to mind to me are: environmental conditions that have affected many parts of the country – including droughts, fires, hurricanes, and floods; uncertain economy that means most of us have less disposable income and seek more value for what we spend; lessons learned from the high gasoline prices; type and quality of education our children receive; obesity and lifestyle behaviors that have become serious health and economic concerns. 

I have thought about what kind of gifts we could give that would make someone happy while addressing one or more of the aforementioned issues. Here are some ideas you might consider.

How about a gift membership to a native plant society chapter (they are nationwide), a nature center, a botanical garden, state or national parks, the Audubon society and a local chapter, the Nature Conservancy, or any other local or regional organization that focuses on being good stewards of the land and environment. And, oh by the way, the adult or child recipient might become active outdoors and have some enlightening or life changing experiences.

You might consider a native plant or two, maybe accompanied by planting and care instructions or personalized help if you are in the area of the recipient. If the gift is for someone out of the area and you need help identifying plants or an appropriate nursery for a gift certificate, you could probably contact the local native plant society chapter or state extension service for advice. For example, see the Washington Native Plant Society website where they have a native plant list http://www.wnps.org/ 
Books are always a good choice for both children and adults. There are a myriad of topics such as: native plants - landscaping, propagating, identifying; ethnobotany; xeriscape landscaping; using plants in energy and environmental design, organic gardening, and designing gardens for specific habitats such as butterflies, birds, other wildlife. If you need help with book ideas, our website lists the books suggested by meeting speakers that have been donated to the Cibolo Nature Center library and the Boerne public library. Check them out at http://www.npsot.org/Boerne/books.html . Again, for out-of-area gifts, check other native plant society websites for ideas and resources.

These are just some of my ideas and as I thought about them, I realized the breadth of the potential benefits:

· they don’t have to cost very much;

· many will get people out of doors to experience nature in ways they might not otherwise have done;

· children might experience nature for the first time – what a neat educational experience;

· families might take vacations or weekend trips together to a nearby or distant park, nature center or other outdoor experience;

· some folks might join an organized group and volunteer their skills and time to a beneficial cause;

· new friendships will develop; and 

· the sky is the limit.

Another great benefit is that they are sustainable both environmentally and for your gift giving – you can do this each year at this time and throughout the year for whatever gift giving opportunity arises.

Cheers and Blessings of the Season to You and Yours,

Carolyn

Tipping my Hat

To Rebecca Yoder for rescuing me from newsletter editor duties. Rebecca recruited me to take on that role when she became President a couple years ago, so I thought turn about was fair play. Being the Editor was a great experience for me and helped me learn a lot and meet people much more quickly than I might have otherwise. I am sure Rebecca will do an excellent job and will appreciate your support of her efforts.

To Bob Rogers, the behind the scenes webmaster for our chapter. Bob has done an excellent job designing and maintaining the website – making sure that information is current, accurate and well presented. More than once during my tenure as Editor, Bob responded to my midnight emails letting him know that the newsletter was ready to go live if he would activate the link, for which I thank him profusely. If you want to see an example of how nice a job he does, check out this article about a field trip to the El Cielo Preserve in Mexico. http://www.npsot.org/Boerne/newsletters/Trip_to_the_Cielo_of_Native_Plant_Diversity.html 

Rebecca and Bob, a very big and appreciative thank you for all you have and continue to do for our chapter of the Native Plant Society.

Carolyn
Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Update
We're Falling in Love with Autumn
 by Jack Morgan

Aren't you lucky? You live in one of the few parts of Texas where autumn emerges grandly out of the various summertime greens, to form impressive golds, rusts, oranges...and especially this year, even reds. The Bigtooth Maple is Boerne's most showy of hardwoods, and this is the showiest year in recent memory. Why this year? One of drought's few advantages is that it produces a more colorful autumn, and this is a droughty year. So dry in fact, that those smart Bigtooths knew better than to produce seeds that our lack of rain wouldn't support.

We're lucky to be on the southeastern terminus of the Bigtooth Maple's toe-hold in Texas. From here they're native to dribs and drabs of the southwest, then points north all the way to Idaho.

However, our local Bigtooths have a major problem: Boerne's seedling-munching deer have all but put a stop to maples re-producing in the wild. But if Bigtooth Maples for Boerne (BTMFB) has its way, our only native maple is in for a rebound. And Boerne's in for an extreme native plant makeover.

In case you've somehow not heard of BTMFB, it all started with a generous ten-year commitment from the Lende Foundation to fund this unprecedented project to re-introduce and protect this native treasure.

The Project: The Foundation buys about a hundred five and fifteen gallon trees every fall, and volunteers from Boerne's Native Plant Society chapter distribute them for free to Boerneites who pledge to water and protect them for 2 years. After 2 years of proper watering and care, these delicate-yet-tough trees can make it on their own.

Love Creek Orchard's Baxter Adams grows the trees at his Medina nursery, and delivers them to BTMFB at the Agricultural Heritage Museum. Native Plant folks distribute the trees to their new owners along with a bag of mulch, and a protective deer cage. Without the cage, deer will treat the trees like a salad bar, dining on their high-in-sugar-content leaves. They also like to rub the young trees' thin bark, which disrupts the flow of nutrients between roots and leaves, quickly killing the tree deader than dead.

The objective: to give one of the area's most inspiring native species a helping hand in a changing environment that would otherwise render the area's largest Bigtooths...its last crop of Bigtooths.

With more than 300 trees planted by the end of December, and another 100 trees planted for each of the next 7 years, the Bigtooths will be saved, and Boerne's autumnal beauty will be enhanced for the coming generations.

This is a lot of work, from identifying businesses and people who will care for the trees, from unloading, distributing and planting them, monitoring their health, and even GPS plotting the trees for scientific and future foliage tours reasons.

Another star in this re-introduction of Maples is Bigtooth Growing Guru Chuck Janzow. Years ago, when most claimed you couldn't grow Bigtooths from seed, Chuck cracked the winged seeds' germinating mystery and began growing them by the thousands. He's been selling them at the Mostly Native Plant sale for years, which is why many of the larger trees around town were "fathered" by Chuck. You'll get the chance to buy more from him at the next sale on April 4th.

So count yourself really lucky. You're not just lucky that you live where there's a pretty autumn. You're lucky to live where people are smart and compassionate and visionary enough to do this kind of work.
GPS Mapping Maples Project

A BIG thank you to the following Mapping Maples for Boerne GPS volunteers:  Bob Bockholt, Ann Dietert, Susan Oualline, Delmar Cain and Chuck Janzow. They have successfully GPS-located approximately 80 Bigtooth Maples and continue to locate more for the mapping project.   If you have volunteered, but have not yet mapped maples, it is because we are awaiting additional GPS units to use.  
When a GPS unit is available, Donna Taylor will be contacting those that have already signed up.  If you haven't signed up yet, and would like to volunteer in this endeavor please contact Donna via email at dltaylor3 at mac.com (Please convert the ‘at’ to the appropriate @ sign when typing in the send field).   
 Note:  Because GPS unit availability has slowed us down, we could especially use volunteers who own a handheld GPS unit.  There are plenty of Maples to go around!
Donna Taylor
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