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Presentation: Carroll Abbott Night will focus on this hero of the native-plant movement in Texas. 
In April 1979, Carroll Abbott, a resident of Kerrville and a man way ahead of his time in the native-plant movement, published a little book entitled “How to Know and Grow Texas Wildflowers.” By 1982 he needed to publish a second edition. Abbott gained wide recognition for his contributions to promoting appreciation for Texas wildflowers. He was one of the founders of the Native Plant Society of Texas.
Recently, Abbott’s family discovered a treasure of unsold copies of the second edition of his book. The Carroll Abbott night will feature stories about this pioneer by people who knew him: Shannon Smith (formerly with the Missouri Botanical Gardens), Paul Cox (San Antonio Botanical Garden), and Boerne Chapter member Peggy Carnahan. Members of Carroll Abbott’s family will be on hand to sell copies of the second edition of his book for just $10. Come join the fun and buy a piece of Texas native-plant history. The meeting starts at 7:00. Come at 6:30 to socialize.

President’s Message

At our January meeting, you will have a rare opportunity to learn about Carroll Abbott, the founder of the Native Plant Society of Texas, from people who knew him well. Unfortunately, I will not be at the meeting due to a family trip, but our VP Delmar Cain will preside and Bill Ward, who arranged this program, will present the speakers.

I don’t remember exactly when I first heard of Carroll Abbott, but I began subscribing to the “Texas Wildflower Newsletter” in 1980. Abbott had started publishing the quarterly newsletter in 1976 to spread the word about growing native plants and to publicize his seed business. Apparently, wildflowers were a life-long passion, but Abbott successfully pursued a career as a newspaper reporter, editor, and political consultant until 1970, when he started the Green Horizons seed company. I don’t think I ever ordered from Green Horizons because I thought you had to have a really green thumb to grow wildflowers from seed. But I did enjoy reading the newsletter, which was full of tips about identifying and locating native plants, collecting seeds, and propagating from seed. This kind of information was valuable since, at that time, there were few commercial sources for either seeds or plants. Frequent newsletter contributors included Benny Simpson, Lynn Lowrey and Jill Nokes, and there were many illustrations by Edith Bettinger and others. In addition to their articles, Abbott reported on native plant research, publications, and events across Texas and in other states. I did order a copy of “How to Know and Grow Texas Wildflowers” when he published it in 1979. With each newsletter, Abbott offered subscribers a free packet of seeds for merely mailing in a stub with 25 cents for postage. His writing garnered him the Golden Quill Award from the Men’s Garden Clubs of America in 1980.

Abbott helped organize the first Wildflower Day at Texas Women’s University in Denton in April 1980.  On April 25, 1981, during the second annual Wildflower Day at TWU, he led the effort to form the Native Plant Society of Texas.  I was not in a position to be able to participate in the Wildflower Days in Denton, or in the fledgling NPSOT, but I did send in my dues and become a charter member.  Who knew that more than twenty-five years later, NPSOT would have spread across the state, that I would live in a town with an active chapter, and that I would finally have learned enough to grow wildflowers from seed?

Sadly, in the Fall 1982 issue of the newsletter, Abbott informed readers that he had been diagnosed with cancer.  In each issue after that he reported on his health and thanked people for their good thoughts and prayers.  He kept on working as much as he could, and never seemed to feel sorry for himself.  After some ups and downs, he succumbed to cancer in July 1984.  

Although I never met Carroll Abbott, I do remember him from his writing.  His newsletters were important enough that I have held onto them to this day, and I am sure that he had a huge influence on my interest in wildflowers and native plants.  

To read more about the history of NPSOT and Carroll Abbott, check out www.npsot.org/history/founding.html or http://plantanswers.tamu.edu/heroes/abbott.html.

Anne Adams
Chapter Activities

Bigtooth Maples for Boerne

Update
Suzanne, Maple Momma, is taking a break. After having awarded 101 trees in November, applications are now being accepted for the 2008 Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Program. The application can be obtained from the BTM page on the NPSOT Boerne chapter website http://www.npsot.org/Boerne/maplesforboerne/index.html or by contacting Suzanne Young at 830-249-8240 or suzanneY2@aol.com .

CNC Demonstration Gardens Workday

Saturday, January 12 from 9 AM -12 PM will be a workday to tidy up the planting beds and to survey for needed improvements for this spring. Come prepared to snip off frost damaged materials, dig out unwanted grass roots, spread mulch, perhaps plant a few shrubs, and provide input on Demonstration Garden needs. Please bring clippers, shovels, rakes, gloves, and new ideas. See you there! 

Thanks,

Betty 

NICE! Plant of the Month for 2008
The following plants have been selected as the NICE! plants for 2008.

January – Anaqua 



June – Indiangrass
February – Blanco crabapple

July-August – Agave
March – Eve's necklace 


September – Blue mistflower
April – Black dalea



October – Smoke tree
May – Mealy blue sage


November-December – Agarita

NICE! ™ Plant of the Month

Anaqua

(Ehretia anacua)
Ehretia anacua, commonly known as anaqua (anacua) or sandpaper tree, is found in the South Texas Plans and the Hill Country, most often in bottomland and protected river valleys or canyons. It is a 20-45 ft. evergreen or partly deciduous large shrub or tree often with suckers or multiple trunks. Leaves are evergreen with smooth edges and a heavy sandpaper texture, thus the name sandpaper tree. Flowers, which occur in clusters at the ends of the branchlets, are white, star shaped and fragrant. The fleshy, orange to dark yellow fruit is edible. Older trees have reddish flaking bark and a gnarled stocky appearance. The extensive root system provides erosion control on stream banks and hillsides.
The anaqua is hardy in dry areas, but may die back in cold winters unless protected. The flowers provide nectar for bees. The fruit is eaten by birds and small mammals and the dense foliage is good wildlife shelter. The wood is used for fence posts and tool handles. The name Anacua is from Anachuite, a Mexican name for this and related species. That word is from two others of the Nahuatl language of the Aztecs meaning paper and tree perhaps referring to the scaly peeling bark. 

Happenings – the Calendar

January
NPSOT Events

January 8 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting at the CNC auditorium. Carroll Abbott night will include stories about this pioneer by people who knew him and copies of the second edition of his book for sale. Come at 6:30 to socialize; meeting starts at 7:00.
January 12 (Saturday) 9 AM -12 PM. Demonstration Garden workday at the CNC.
Regional Events

January is free admission month at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.

January 26 (Saturday) 9 AM to 5 PM Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center Tree Talk Winter Walk. Get tips on landscape design and tree maintenance and learn about individual tree and shrub species from staff and local tree experts. Purchase bold and beautiful trees and shrubs at the plant sale. Be a part of Central Texas history by purchasing your own tree grown from seeds collected from the LBJ Ranch.
February
NPSOT Events

February 5 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting at the CNC auditorium. Kip Kiphart will present "Monarchs Ask: What's A Garden?" an eclectic approach to sustainable sub-urban/sub-rural gardening utilizing basic ecological principles. Come at 6:30 to socialize, meeting starts at 7:00.
Regional Events

February 23 (Saturday) 8 AM to 5 PM Lady Bird Johnson Wildlife Center Native Plant Spring Symposium, co-hosted with the Native Plant Society of Texas, will review habitat preservation, plant conservation and invasive species management programs in Texas. More information at http://www.wildflower.org/springsymposium/ .
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