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President’s Message
Greetings,

As they say, “spring is in the air” — almost. True to pattern, my neighbor’s apple tree blossomed into
full pink array in early February. Some years the blooms get nipped by a freeze, but most of the time
the tree manages to produce at least a few apples. Usually | just let spring happen, noticing only
incidentally when blooms and leaves appear. But this year | am regularly checking for signs of
growth on my dormant native perennials, both in pots and in the ground. Partly I'm thinking about the
Mostly Native Plant sale on April 5, knowing that if my plants don’t have an abundance of leaves they
won’t be ready. By monitoring what greens up early, maybe next year | can grow plants that will be
ready sooner. Another reason to monitor “bud burst” came to my attention via e-mail this week. Two
people sent me a website link for a new program called Project BudBurst. Inaugurated in 2007, this
program enlists citizen-scientists to collect long-term climate change data on the timing of leafing and
flowering of native trees and flowers across the U.S. The website (www.budburst.org) is attractive
and provides information for teachers and students as well as other volunteers. Although monitoring
officially began Feb. 15, if you're interested you may still be able to participate this year. Very little
information has been reported from Texas so far, so it will be interesting to see what trends emerge
as this project develops.

The lists of butterfly and hummingbird plants mentioned during Kip’s entertaining talk last month are
now posted on the Boerne Chapter website. Thanks Kip.

See you at the next meeting on March 4. Happy almost-spring!

Anne

March 4 Meeting

Jackie Poole and Jason Singhurst, two of the authors of “Rare Plants of Texas,” will be in Boerne on
March 4 to talk about the uncommon plants of Texas at the March meeting of the Boerne Chapter,
Native Plant Society of Texas. Jackie and Jason will bring some of their hot-off-the press books to
sell and autograph. The meeting is at 7 PM at the Cibolo Nature Center. Come early to enjoy snacks
while you visit with other members of the Boerne Chapter.




Understandably no field guide on Texas wildflowers or trees or other plants could deal with all the
native species. Many, many species are too rare to show up in the books we commonly use to
identify plants. Now there is a new book with 461 pages of color photos and descriptions of the rare
plants of Texas. In addition, there are 179 more pages covering topics such as natural regions of
Texas, history of plant conservation in Texas, federal and state status categories and ranks for rare
and threatened Texas species, and management and restoration of rare plants.

“‘Rare Plants of Texas” is authored by Jackie Poole, Dana Price, and Jason Singhurst of the Wildlife
Diversity Program of Texas Parks and Wildlife along with Bill Carr of the Texas Nature Conservancy.
This comprehensive and authoritative book on the lesser-known plants of this state is a one-of-a-kind
publication.

Bill Carr, another coauthor of “Rare Plants of Texas,” will lead some Cibolo Nature Center field trips to
see various native-plant communities in the Boerne area. These trips will be April 7 and 21 and May
5 from 9 AM-1 PM. Call the Cibolo Nature Center for reservations at 830-249-4616. Enrollment is
limited.

Plant of the Month

Operation NICE! (Natives Instead of Common Exotics!) began in April 2002 with the popular
mountain laurel (Sophora secundiflora). Almost six years later, we finally are highlighting the other
Hill Country Sophora, Eve’s necklace (S. affinis). Eve’s necklace is not so well known as its showy
first cousin, but it deserves more use as an ornamental in Hill Country yards.

Eve’s necklace is a tall shrub or small tree, growing up to about 20 feet or so high. The foliage is airy,
typical of legumes, with long compound leaves composed
of 13-17 narrow leaflets. In the spring it has hanging
wisteria-like clusters of pale-pink or white blooms.

During fall and winter, the jet-black “string-of-beads” seed
pods are eye-catching. The common name “Eve’s
necklace” derives from this striking seed pod. | assume
“‘Eve” is the Eve of Adam-and-Eve fame. Another common
name is “Texas sophora,” even though the plant ranges
from Central Texas into Oklahoma, Arkansas, and
northwestern Louisiana.

Unlike mountain laurel, Eve’s necklace is deciduous and is
browsed by deer. Caging is necessary where the deer
population is over abundant, and of course that takes in
most places in this area. Even when the tree is tall enough \ :

that leaves are out of browsing reach, some protection for the trunks might be necessary. During the
fall rutting season, bucks love to rub trunks the size of Eve’s necklace trunks.

Bigtooth Maples for Boerne.

Predictions of a drought this year may require monthly supplemental watering of our Bigtooth maple
trees, especially February - June. Established bigtooth maples have an innate mechanism to
withstand drought, however, to benefit the health and growth of the trees and to prevent the need for



a recovery period, we recommend 1 inch of water over the entire root zone. In the absence of rain,
please be sure to water your trees deeply but only once a month, especially during the growing
season which is here now.

Native trees and shrubs planted now through the Spring will require even more watering. We
recommend watering twice a week for the first month. In the absence of rain, continue to water twice
a month for the next 4 months and then reduce watering to once a month.

Remember to cage and protect your native plants from the deer. Once the trees have grown above
the browse line, a smaller cage (or wire chimney) can be loosely wrapped around the trunk so that
deer will avoid rubbing off the tree bark and killing the tree. Weed-trimmers can also harm trees so
we recommend removing weeds from around the base of tree by hand only.

Good luck,
The Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Committee

Demonstration Garden

We will have a workday on Saturday, March 8 from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM in the Demonstration
Gardens at CNC. We will be fertilizing, planting trees and perennials, watering, and doing general
maintenance. Please join us and bring shovels, gloves, small buckets, and the usual work
implements. After a lot of hard work the gardens are really taking shape. Hope to see you there!

Mostly Native Plant Sale - April 5th

Plans are underway for one of our biggest yearly activities. If you haven't already started lifting those
volunteer plants from your yard and potting them for the plant sale there is still plenty of time. We
have bought several flats of young perennials that need to be moved up to larger sized pots for the
sale, and we really need your help with that. Most of the plants were repotted Sunday, March 2nd
with a lot of volunteer help. A second re-potting party will be held at the Second Saturday Workday on
March 8 beginning at 9 AM at the CND. Betty will bring the plants for both the plant sale and the
CNC Demonstration Garden. We have a shortage of 5-6 inch pots so bring some if you have any to
spare. Also, bring gloves, trowels and something large like a muck bucket or wheelbarrow to

hold potting soil. With lots of people helping it won't take long or be too much of a burden on any one
person.

Some of you have asked what type of potting soil we use to step the plants up to larger sized pots.
We buy bagged store brand potting mix (very light weight with fertilizer added) from WalMart and mix
that with almost an equal volume of the cheapest potting soil (very heavy without fertilizer) they sell.
This has proven to be a good mix that is not heavy for transporting pots yet has enough fertilizer and
nutrients to give good growth so the perennials look reasonable by time of the sale. That's why we
need the wheelbarrows - space to mix the two potting mixes together.

Contact Betty to let her know if and when you will be able to help repot the plants. Her cell is 210-
296-7722, home is 830-336-2855 and email is bebsd@hotmail.com. Hope to see you at one of the
potting parties!

Thanks
Betty Dunn

PS
from Carolyn Walden



Thanks so much to Bill Ward, one of the "main stays" of the chapter, for putting this newsletter
together while | moved into our new home and actually survived a week and a half without email and
internet connectivity. Bill you are the best!



