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Monthly Meeting
May 6, 2008 
Cibolo Nature Center at 140 City Park Road, Boerne TX
Presentation: "Commercial Landscape Design with Native Plants" will be presented by Beth T. Clark, RLA, Senior Associate at Clark Condon Associates Landscape Architects. Beth will take us through the steps of designing the Project Vision for the new Tesaro building in San Antonio so that it meets LEED™ (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certification. LEED, a voluntary, national green building standard and certification system, encourages an integrated design process for sustainable site development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection, indoor environmental quality, and process and innovation.

Beth consulted with her sister our very own Anne Adams and walked the nature center grounds to get information about native Hill Country plants and their horticultural requirements. Her presentation promises to be an interesting look at how to accomplish a “green”, large-scale landscape project. Join us at 6:30 PM to socialize; the meeting starts at 7 PM.
President’s Message

Greetings,

April 27 to May 3 is National Volunteer Week, and since our chapter is a 100% volunteer organization, let’s celebrate us!  I want to thank some wonderful volunteers and members who have contributed so much to our chapter in the last month.

Of course we owe a big THANK YOU! to Betty Dunn, who did a super job coordinating all the tasks necessary to put on the plant sale.  Betty has lead this huge project year after year, and this was our most successful event yet.  Thanks to Glen Sturgis for organizing  the growers’ group last fall, so that we had a good supply of popular plants.  The variety in our booth was remarkable, and many of the unique and hard-to-find plants were provided by Marvin Hatter.  The butterfly and hummingbird garden, premiered last year by Kip Kiphart, was a highlight of the plant sale.  Barkley’s Nursery supplied the plants, while Patty Leslie-Pasztor and Janis Merritt generously shared their time and expertise.  To everyone else who grew plants and helped with set-up and sales, you all are extraordinary!

Thanks to Chuck Janzow for the bigtooth maple seedlings, and to all the members who adopted them.  This will supply us with plant-sale material for several years to come.

Chapter members participated in two community outreach events this month - Outdoor Family Fair at the Cibolo Nature Center, and the Earth Day celebration at UTSA.  During Family Fair, several members, as well as some non-members, showed children how to plant wildflowers in the demonstration garden.  Ciera and Cienna Taylor (Donna Taylor’s daughters), led the wildflower game created by Faye Jarrell, while Donna helped with both events, giving out information about NPSOT and our chapter’s programs.

Thanks to Tommie Ashburn for volunteering for the Hospitality Committee, to Delmar Cain for organizing the fantastic field trip to Knox and Arlene Miller’s property on the Medina River, and to the Millers for their generosity and the wonderful cookies!

Obviously, the volunteer spirit is strong in the Boerne Chapter of NPSOT, and we would not be as successful as we are without each of you, so THANKS!  

Now, pat yourself on the back and prop your feet up.  You deserve it!

Cheers,

Anne

Chapter Activities

Bigtooth Maples for Boerne

Update

Bigtooth maples should be leafed out by now. If you have not already done so, please send a quick note to: maplesforboerne@aol.com to let us know that your tree has leafed out. We will include this in our report to the Lende Foundation. 
We still need to receive more applications for trees. Planting trees throughout Boerne is the goal. However, the emphasis this year is to have more trees planted along Main Street and the entrance corridors, especially south and north Main and Highway 46. We want travelers to realize they have found the "Lost Maples" as soon as they enter our town.
If you have a place to plant at home or work please submit an application. Additionally, encourage Boerne business owners along Main and Highway 46 to apply for a tree – better yet, take them a flyer and an application. The flyer and application can be downloaded from our website www.npsot.org, by clicking on the maple leaf icon that will take you to the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne webpage. You can also request a flyer and application by e-mailing maplesforboerne@aol.com.
We thank everyone in our community for helping bring back the bigtooth maples.

Sincerely,
Suzanne Young
suzanny2@aol.com / 830-249-8240

NICE! ™ Plant of the Month

Mealy Blue Sage 

(Salvia farinacea)
Mealy blue sage, which is widely available in nurseries, is a drought tolerant, deer resistant plant that can bloom from April to October, or until the first freeze. The perennial plant grows 2-3 ft. tall either as upright or sprawling and usually forms a mound as wide as the plant is tall. Mealy sage gets its name because of the mealy-white (sometimes purple) appearance of the sepals, which are covered with felted hairs. The flowers have the usual sage fragrance.
Widespread across the Hill Country, mealy blue sage grows in sunny areas with well drained, limestone soils. Once established in the landscape it requires little care. To keep plants lush, cut the old flower stems when new basal foliage appears. Plants can get leggy in wet soil. The flowers attract hummingbirds, bees and butterflies.
Mostly Native Plant Sale
The 2008 Mostly Native Plant Sale by all measures was a tremendous success. Our chapter’s booth was a very busy place from gate opening until closing. The morning was hectic, but the flow of traffic did not really let up until after 2:00 PM. We had more volunteers than usual, including some new members who seemed to enjoy the inauguration into the fun and exceptional chapter dedication. All the people who helped set up tables and sort/label and sale plants was wonderful. This was really a wonderful demonstration of a total group effort - the participation was terrific! 

We had at least 75 plant species – thanks in part to the growers’ group. The plant diversity including some rare species and the number of plants per species was terrific. All donations were really welcome and of great quality. Our booth was really remarkable with so many good looking plants. Customers also seemed to greatly appreciate the time and knowledge we shared in helping select plants and providing them with planting and care information. 

The net benefit of the day was approximately $2000 and fewer leftover plants than we have ever had before. We are already thinking about next year – more growers’ group and fewer purchased plants, even greater diversity, and increased member participation.

Chapter Field Trip
On Sunday, April 20th 15 of us visited a beautiful area on Diversion Lake below the Medina Lake Dam on the Medina River as guests of Knox and Arlene Miller. The area is at the convergence of plant habitats from South Texas and the Hill Country. Many species not found in very many or any other place in the world, including a maidenhair fern are found on this property. We hiked well above the lake, stopping to identify plants most of us had never seen.

Along the lake side, scarlet leatherflower (Clematis texensis) were abundant and radiant. 
The Miller’s were gracious hosts, providing coffee and cookies and a very picturesque setting on the lakeside for lunch.
Regional Activities
The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center invites you to join them on Mother's Day Weekend for an exclusive look into some of Austin's most unique gardens. Gardens On Tour on Saturday, May 10, is an annual self-guided tour of carefully selected private landscapes and the celebrated gardens of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. Rain or shine, visitors can enjoy the beauty of these special gardens that showcase Texas native plants and demonstrate good gardening practices. Experts will be on hand at each site to answer questions and provide information about each garden. More information is available at http://www.wildflower.org/events/ .
4th Lone Star Regional Native Plant Conference

May 28-31, 2008, Nacogdoches, Texas

http://pnpc.sfasu.edu/
This conference, hosted by the Stephen F. Austin Pineywoods Native Plant Center, has an exciting agenda that includes topics such as Native Plant Antibiotics and Living in Harmony with Nature as well as field trips and workshops. The keynote address “Lost Child in the Woods” will be given by Paul Cox.
Happenings – the Calendar

May
NPSOT Events

May 6 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting at the CNC auditorium... Come at 6:30 to socialize; meeting starts at 7:00.
CNC Events
May 5 (Monday) 9 AM – 1 PM Native Plant Communities Field Trip to Box Canyon, the first of three, led by Bill Carr, Texas Nature Conservancy botanist and Patty Leslie Pasztor, author and native-plant consultant. These field trips are a special opportunity to learn Texas Hill Country native plants first-hand from two of the most prominent field botanists in Texas. Walking will be moderately strenuous and frequently on uneven ground. Wear sturdy shoes; bring your walking stick, water and lunch. We will picnic on site. CNC Members $15/person and $25/ couple; Non-member $20/person. Pre-registration required. Call 830-249-4616 Limit: 20. Meet at CNC Pavilion & carpool to field site. 

May 10 (Saturday) 9 AM – 12 PM Rainwater Harvesting Seminar at the CNC Auditorium. This is the place to get the latest technological information and the most practical advice. Presenter John Kight, engineer and rainwater harvesting system owner, will teach about design and materials from 1st hand knowledge. The Kight's home is in a traditional development. They have no well or outside water source and their system comfortably supplies the most delicious water for all household and landscape needs. Bring your questions. CNC Member $20/person and $30/couple; Non-member $30/person and $40/couple. Pre-registration required Call 830-249-4616 Limit: 30.
June
NPSOT Events

June 3 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting at the CNC auditorium. The June meeting will be the usual annual potluck with the theme of “Life is a Beach”. The entertainment will take on a new twist – sharing pictures of “maybe/maybe not” native plants you have taken during your travels for a show and tell. Details will be provided at the May meeting and in the June newsletter.
Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	BARKLEY’S NURSERY CENTER

32450 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-8894
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	THE ANTIQUE ROSE

EMPORIUM

7561 East Evans Road

San Antonio

210-651-4565

	Tallow Berry Tree

Event Planning 
by Judi Martin

830.537.3800 or jpmartin@gvtc.com
	Sponsorship Available
	Sponsorship Available
	Garden Gate Cottage on Evergreen Court

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136
Toll Free 1-866-366-3809








