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NOVEMBER 4, 2008 
Cibolo Nature Center at 140 City Park Road, Boerne TX
Presentation: “Native Plants: Success with Seeds" will be presented by Jayson May. Jayson will focus on how to get the best seeds along with the how's, where's and when's to plant them, with regards to containers, flowerbeds and fields. Jayson is currently the Interpretive Ranger at South Llano River State Park in Junction, Texas which lies on the southwest side of the Texas Hill Country. He was raised in the western crosstimbers of North Texas where he developed a passion for the surrounding prairies and natural habitat. This love of the native landscape led him to a career in ecological restoration and a devotion to promoting the use of native plants. Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00.

President’s Message

Howdy,

The first thing I want to do as President is thank last year’s officers – President Anne Adams, Vice President Delmar Cain, Treasurer Otis McCracken and Secretary Donna Taylor. All of them did a tremendous job and have sown some wonderful seeds that hopefully will germinate despite the drought. I also want to thank the committee chairs Vicki Sturgis and Tommie Ashburn and volunteers who worked hard to make sure we had refreshments at meetings; Judi Martin and Rebecca Rogers for excellent potlucks and decorations at parties; meeting greeter and raffle ticket seller Ellie Dillon, Betty Dunn who coordinated, Marvin Hatter who supplies so many terrific plants, and a boatload of volunteer booth volunteers for the successful plant sale, Mary Kennedy and Kathy Ward who established and continue to provide native plant education programs in the schools and judge projects and give meritorious awards science fairs, Joyce and David Basarich who compiled an exceptional scrapbook filled with terrific articles and picture and to Denise Blanchette and Lynn Scoggins for taking over that task. I also want to thank and recognize Bigtooth Mamma Suzanne Young for so successfully managing the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne project that the Lende Foundation has awarded us the full commitment of $80,000 to completely fund the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne project through 2015. Thank you, Lende Foundation, for your confidence in us.
Kudos to the above people and others who participated in all of the various activities. We can always use more volunteers and now especially need help with meeting hospitality as Vicki will be out of commission for a couple months and Tommie has added Secretarial duties to her cookie plate. If you can step up and help out, please let me know or see Tommie or me at the meeting on Nov. 4. If you are interested in volunteering for other activities such as plant rescue, demonstration maintenance and watering, assisting with the nature box educational programs, the plant sale, etc. let me know or sign up at the check-in/raffle table at the meeting.
This last year has flown by and October went by at warp speed for me. I guess there is some truth to the old saying of “time flies when you are having fun”. I only hope that a year from now I will be saying the same thing after being President of a great NPSOT chapter that continues to amaze me with the creativity, dedication, congeniality and fun-loving nature of the members. So thank you for supporting the nominating committee’s recommendation to let me be at the helm for a year. I will do my best to continue in the tradition of the past good leadership and ask for your help in that endeavor. I welcome your thoughts and suggestions about topics and speakers, field trips and educational outreach opportunities, or anything else you would like to share. I will be assisted by a good slate of officers: Vice President - Leslie (Les) Barnes, Secretary - Tommie Ashburn, Treasurer - Otis McCracken, and President Elect - Wilt Shaw. 
Think rain,
Carolyn

Meet Two of the New Officers
In her own words, Secretary Tommie Ashburn was born in Kerrville, Texas, and raised in Ingram and has been a Boerne resident for 11 years. I found out about Native Plant Society two years ago after I finished my Master Naturalist certification, came to a meeting and was “hooked”. I thought this was a great group of people, so nice and knowledgeable. I still don’t know much about natives (compared to everyone in NPSOT) but I am learning. I currently work as a biology-science teacher for Boerne ISD at the Boerne Academy (alternative high school). I have taught school for 24 years. My late mother was raised on a ranch in Leakey, Texas, and she instilled in me a love for the land and animals. To her I will always be eternally grateful. I have passed this on to my two girls, one who is currently a geologist. Luckily my husband supports all my interests and encourages me to follow these.

Vice President Wilt Shaw, will be in training to take over the reigns in a year. Wilt has previously held the position of vice-president for our chapter and did a terrific job at obtaining and coordinating programs. He is a retired exploration geophysicist and is an emeritus member of the Society of Exploration Geophysicists. Wilt serves as a parish council member for St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Boerne and is a board member of the Alamo Area Texas Master Naturalists. If you haven’t taken a guided tour of Honey Creek to learn about the diverse geology, flora, and fauna, ask Wilt about it as he leads tours once a month and is a board member and past president of the Friends of Guadalupe River State Park & Honey Creek. Wilt graduated from St Mary’s University with a degree in mathematics. He has been married to Sylvia for 41 years and they have three children and seven grandchildren. 
Chapter Activities

NICE! ™ Plant of the Month November & December
Agarita (Berberis trifoliolata)
Agarita is an evergreen shrub with gray-green holly-like leaves that usually grows 3-6 ft. tall. The rigid branches spread irregularly and often form thickets. Interestingly, both the wood and flowers of agarita are bright yellow/ Flowers appear from February through April and have a fragrance that will fill the air where they are plentiful. The edible fruit, a red berry, appears from May to July can be used to make jelly and wine.

The native habitat of Agarita is on hills; open woods; rocky slopes & cliffs, thickets and open woods in well-drained loam, clay, caliche, and limestone soils. This is a low water use plant that grows in full sun and partial shade. Small plants can be successfully transplanted.

Agarita is wildlife-friendly plant; songbirds eat the fruits, and quail and small mammals use the plant for cover. It is also highly deer resistant and considered a good honey source. 

No ethnobotanical studies of Berberis trifoliolata have been conducted in the locations where it is found. However, there is information about the varied uses of species with similar bark, wood, leaves and berries that grow in adjacent regions on an interesting website http://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/st-plains/nature/images/agarita.html , which is a page of the Texas Beyond History website at UT Austin http://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/ . Recorded uses of the root for medicinal purposes include fever, stomach problems, laxatives, antiseptics for skin and gum problems and treatment for scorpion bites. Agarita leaves and berries have and continue to be used to make teas and soothing drinks, wine and jelly.
Bigtooth Maples for Boerne

Update
The Bigtooth Maples Project will report on the success of this year’s adoption program in the December newsletter. The committee is reviewing applications and placing orders for supplies and trees. This year 97 trees will be ordered for the 2008 adoption. And let’s hope, or do a rain dance, for rain by the time the trees need to be planted. It worked in 2006 as evidenced in the picture above.
Regional Offerings
NPSOT State Annual Symposium
A tremendous amount of credit has to be given to the Beaumont Chapter for hosting this year’s symposium just 5 weeks after Hurricane Ike wreaked havoc on eastern Texas. Less than two weeks before the symposium they were told the host hotel in Beaumont was not going to be open to house the attendees and host the symposium after all. A team of three chapter members identified Jasper as a potential host location and literally pounded the pavement to identify and reserve a meeting location, lodging, a caterer and supporters. They also had to contend with the physical damage to the Big Thicket and determine which field trips were and were not possible. Unfortunately, the attendance was lower than usual but the presentations were very informative and well done. The silent auction was also smaller than usual, but everything appeared to have sold and our items were right up there in the bidding process. I saw a number of people pouring over our scrapbook – the only one there -.and we even had live entertainment during the awards program!
The Wards and Waldens went on a very interesting field trip on the Big Thicket Nature Preserve Pitcher Plant Trail, sponsored by the Symposium. Sandy Elsik and Warren Pruess, who have been doing research in that area along with a team from Rice University for many years, did an excellent job of showing and giving us information about the carnivorous plants as well as the overall flora of that area of the preserve. Also interesting to see were the effects of Hurricane Ike, including an open canopy caused by downed trees and many standing trees stripped of leaves. The most disturbed areas were those that had been hit by very localized micro bursts, mini tornados. We also got a lesson in hurricane wind direction and force when we saw very large trees blown down with the trunks facing each other – one facing north to northwest had been blown down by Rita, which tracked more to the east, and the other facing south to southwest had been blown down by Ike, which had tracked more to the west. The researchers expressed considerable concern about the effects of the more open canopy on existing ground cover.
Other Chapters
The Fredericksburg Chapter sent a link to their recent newsletter http://www.npsot.org/Fredericksburg/Newsletters/News_2008_09.pdf . You will find a book review on Bringing Nature Home: How Native Plants Sustain Wildlife in our Gardens written by Douglas W. Tallamy and information on planting a native grass lawn with Buffalo Grass.
Happenings – the Calendar

November
NPSOT Events

November 4 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting. Jayson May will speak about "Native Plants: Success with Seeds". Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00. 
November 8 (Saturday) 9-11 AM Second Saturday work day at the CNC to spread mulch and weed. Bring shovels, rakes, gloves, hat and water
CNC EVENTS
November 6 (Thursday) 9 AM – 2 PM Geology Short Course Part III: Field Trip to Canyon Lake Gorge The great flood of July 2002 created Canyon Lake Gorge. With guidance from Dr. Bill Ward, this unique Glen Rose limestone outcrop provides insight into the mysterious character of our aquifer and reveals a fascinating history of the early Cretaceous seas. Cost: Members $15/person and non-members $20/person per session. Limited to 24. To register, call 249-4616 (preference given to those who attended classes on geology and hydrogeology). Carpool from CNC promptly at 9 AM.

December 
NPSOT Events

December 2 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting. We will have our annual holiday potluck and a special slide-show presentation about the trip several of the chapter members took to Cielo, Mexico in September.
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