Native Plant Society of Texas Boerne Chapter

The Home of Operation NICE!™

Natives Instead of Common Exotics
NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2008

Volume 8 Number 8

Monthly Meeting

OCTOBER, 7 2008 

Cibolo Nature Center at 140 City Park Road, Boerne TX

Presentation: "Ecosystem Restoration on the San Antonio River" will be presented by Lee Marlow. Lee is a Natural Resource Management Specialist for the San Antonio River Authority. Her presentation is about the Mission Reach Ecosystem Restoration & Recreation project, which aims to restore ecological function to an 8-mile section of the River just south of downtown San Antonio. Lee received her Bachelor of Science degree in Ecology from the University of Minnesota, and has over eight years of professional experience on a variety of ecological restoration and management projects large and small. She is currently working on the adaptive management plan to guide the operation and maintenance of the Mission Reach project. Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00.

President’s Message

Greetings,

As I write my last President’s message, I want to thank the 2008 officers for their wonderful support this year. Delmar Cain provided us with excellent programs that never failed to draw a crowd; our finances were in good hands with Otis McCracken, who prepared monthly statements for the board and filed required reports to the State NPSOT; Donna Taylor faithfully recorded minutes and took care of chapter correspondence; Rebecca Yoder shared wisdom from her year as President to guide me throughout the year; and Carolyn Walden stayed abreast of chapter activities by editing the newsletter, in addition to attending board meetings. To paraphrase a recent political slogan, Carolyn will be ready to assume her duties as our next President on Day 1! (October 7). Boerne Chapter is fortunate to have these members who so generously lent their talents to lead our organization, and it was a pleasure to work with each one of them. I look forward to another exciting and successful year with the leadership of the incoming officers.

Cheers,

Anne

Thanks to Seasoned Volunteers and 

Welcome to New Volunteers

In last month’s newsletter, Becky Eterno was introduced as the new chair of the NICE! program. She will be taking over many tasks from three members who have played major roles on this committee. Jan Couch and Rebecca Rogers have co-chaired NICE! since it was first organized in 2002. Rebecca was instrumental in starting and “growing” the program, and Jan has been invaluable for her experience with native plants, knowledge of wholesale suppliers, and effort in acquiring the trademark. Suzanne Young has been the organizational force in recruiting and coordinating writers of the plant care sheets. NICE! would not be the successful and state-adopted program it is today without the dedication and hard work of these three members, and we owe them a huge Thank You! 
Thanks to Denise Blanchette and Lyn Scoggins for assuming the duties of Historian. This committee gathers newspaper clippings and photographs of chapter activities and compiles them into an annual scrapbook. Not only is this a history for our own chapter, but it is also displayed at the annual State Symposium. Joyce Basarich has done an excellent job as Historian for the past two years, and her son, David, helped with great photos. Thanks to both for their work in support of our chapter!
Speaking of Volunteers

The CNC needs some help the day before and/or of the Gala, October 10 and 11. Becky Trussell, volunteer coordinator, says they especially need help sprucing up the planted pots and adding cut flowers, maybe unloading potted plants that they will get from Barkley’s Nursery and setting them along walkways, and otherwise decorating with the potted plants. You can come anytime between 10 am – 5 pm on Friday or 9 am to 3 pm Saturday. If you can spare a little time to help our partner organization, please contact Becky at volunteer@cibolo.org  or 830 249-4616 to let her know you can help and when; be sure to mention that you are volunteering on behalf or NPSOT. Please copy Anne Adams at aadams@cibolo.org on that email. 

Chapter Activities

NOMINEES FOR NEXT YEAR’S CHAPTER LEADERS

The nominations committee has compiled a good slate of chapter officers for next year that includes:

· President Carolyn Walden

· Treasurer: Otis McCracken (After much discussion of a suggestion by a former Treasurer, the Board decided to make this a two-term office)

· Secretary: Tommie Ashburn

· VP-Programs: Les Barnes

· President-elect: Wilt Shaw

This slate of candidates will be voted on at the October meeting. 

NICE! ™ Plant of the Month

American Smoketree 

(Cotinus obovatus )
American Smoketree (Cotinus obovatus), a member of the Sumac family, is an understory shrub or small deciduous tree that grows to10-25 feet tall and requires an average amount of water. There are small populations in the hills and bluffs of the Edwards Plateau and North Central Texas. It grows in shade to part-shade in well-drained alkaline limestone soil. Smoketree has greenish-yellow light and airy flowers in April and May. Blooms from a distance look like smoke rising from the tree, hence the name Smoke Tree. Male and female flowers are on separate trees.

Leaves are simple, oval and mostly clumped at the end of small branches. They are pale green to purple in color and change to brilliant red, purple, orange or yellow in autumn making a beautiful fall ornamental. Sun exposure may increase color.  

This uncommon tree will bring interest to your landscape with its beautiful smoky plumes in late spring and showy colors in autumn. It is now rare in the wild due to previous harvest for its yield of intense yellow dye. Cultivars showing consistent strong fall colors are available commercially, e.g., “red leaf”. Avoid the more common imported non-native. 

NICE, NICE, NICE!

The NICE committee has chosen the featured plants for 2009. We will repeat some previous NICE plants every year to lend a bit more consistency to the list. The committee believes that featuring certain plants more than once over a few years will help homeowners recognize and buy them more often when they visit nurseries.

NICE featured plants for 2009 are:  (* indicates repeats)

January – Yuccas
February – Evergreen Sumac (Rhus virens)*

March – Huisache (Acacia farnesiana v.smallii) and other native Acacias

April – Texas Penstemons (e.g., P. triflorus, P. baccharifolius, P. cobaea)

May – Anacacho Orchid Tree (Bauhinia lunarioides)*

June – Rock Rose (Pavonia lasiopetala)*

July-August – Pigeonberry (Rivina humilis)

September – Black Dalea (Dalea frutescens)

October – Texas Ash or Fan-Tex Ash (Fraxinus texensis)

November-December – Sacahuista (Nolina texana)*

Volunteer writers – please choose plants soon, so that you can write about your favorite! We have four repeated plants in 2009, which means only six research/writers will get to participate. I hope to hear from you soon.

Becky Eterno, NICE Committee Chairman

jeterno@gvtc.com / 830 537 5255

Bigtooth Maples for Boerne

Update

October 1st is the deadline to submit applications for the 2008 Bigtooth Maples for Boerne. Trees will be delivered in mid-November or mid-December. We are focusing on very visible locations in the Boerne city limits. If that is you, your business, a friend or friend’s business, we would welcome an application from any or all.

We are seeing clusters of trees. Donna Taylor is creating a map of the maple trees in Boerne for our future fall foliage tours. If you would like to help on this project, please contact Donna at DLtaylor3@mac.com or (210) 316-3066 cell, (830)755-5228 home.

A map showing the maple trees’ locations as well as a database of the tree size and characteristics are being developed so we can follow the trees’ long term growth and condition. Tags for each tree have been ordered and will be placed on a branch of the tree. Even if you do not own a hand-held GPS unit and would like to help in this endeavor, please call as we may be able to borrow some GPS units. The time commitment from each volunteer will be about a half day to mark the location of 20-25 trees and take some tree measurements; 2-3 minutes per tree plus travel time. This is an ongoing mapping project so volunteers can pick any date they are available to do the work. Donna will teach use of the GPS unit if you have not used one before. 

Thank you for supporting this project!

Sincerely,

Suzanne Young

suzanny2@aol.com
830-249-8240

P. S. 

Bigtooth maples and fall color in Boerne are beginning to be known outside of the area. Check out the twin-trunked bigtooth next to Frost Bank on the MSNBC website http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20962060/nPage/4. It is in the center row towards the right on page 4. Drag your cursor over it and there’s an explanation. The picture was submitted by Jack Morgan, our champion BTM caretaker. Jack, thanks for all you do!
2009 Chapter Activity Report 

Submitted to the State by Anne Adams

Boerne Chapter Activity Report – September 1, 2007-August 31, 2008

General

· Meetings - September to June at the Cibolo Nature Center (CNC), eight educational and two social. Membership 91. Average attendance 50-60. Speaker appreciation was shown by dinner prior to meeting and a book donation in his/her honor to local library. At Christmas, non-perishable foods were donated to Hill Country Family Services. A monthly NICE! plant raffle was a fun way to bring in donations. Themes for year were outreach and collaboration with other groups. Activities noted as (TMN) were approved for Texas Master Naturalist credit.

Education

· Meetings featured speakers on various topics - rare plants, soils, landscape design, monarch butterflies. In January, several speakers shared their memories of Carroll Abbott, a NPSOT founder. Patric Abbott sold original copies of Abbott’s book “How to Know and Grow Texas Wildflowers”. (TMN)

· Nature Boxes – Kathy Ward co-chairs new program with CNC. Chapter and members donated $300 in cash or “in kind” for two boxes which include lessons about trees, leaves, wildflowers and seeds. Lesson aligned with TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) and teacher trainings provided.

· Kathy Ward and Mary Kennedy presented a teacher workshop on science fair projects utilizing native plants at the SAWS “Water: A Living Lesson” conference at Our Lady of the Lake University (OLLU). 

Outreach

· NICE! program – Plant-of-the-month is promoted through newspaper articles, chapter newsletter, and posters at participating nurseries. Care instructions written by members are available at nurseries and on our website. We received official documents for the NICE! logo trademark, which is registered to the State NPSOT organization.

· Bigtooth Maples for Boerne – Over 100 maple trees awarded. Priority for planting near hiking trails and entry corridors. Applicants received instruction on care and watering. Lende Foundation awarded $80,000 for next eight years and beyond with interest earned. New sponsors include Boerne Chamber of Commerce and Boerne Convention and Visitors Bureau. Chuck Janzow shared his germination methods and donated 340 seedlings for members to grow. Texas Parks and Wildlife Magazine (Jan. 08) featured a story about Baxter Adams and BT Maples for Boerne. (TMN)

· “Sign on Harvest Moon” – Major outreach event, co-chaired by Judi Martin and Rebecca Rogers. Featured popular authors and artists whose works focus on native plants. Evening included book and art sales and signings, food and beverages, silent auction, and free plant raffle. Ticket sales, donations, and sponsorships covered expenses. Great success, with attendance about 150, including many community leaders. Proceeds to fund CNC Demonstration Garden.

·  Members advised City of Boerne staff on brush/tree removal at City Lake Dam; helped fourth-grade G/T class identify plants and select materials for native plant/butterfly garden; led butterfly studies for elementary classes; promoted native plants at community events (Outdoor Family Fair at CNC, UTSA Earth Day observance, and SAWS “Water: A Living Lesson Conference” at OLLU); and created a plant list for a church-owned property in anticipation of future development.

Example

· Demonstration gardens at CNC - Ongoing project funded by Boerne Chapter. Chaired by Betty Dunn, many hours are devoted to planting, watering, and maintaining the gardens, in cooperation with CNC staff and volunteers. (TMN)

· Tour of Yards – Fall 2007 Tour drew 200-300 people and showcased ten yards with native and adapted landscaping. Funded by local business sponsorships. Gift certificates awarded by random drawing from evaluation surveys. (TMN)

· Members created an “instant” butterfly and hummingbird demonstration garden at CNC’s Mostly Native Plant Sale.

Fundraisers and Grants

· CNC’s Mostly Native Plant Sale, chaired by Betty Dunn. New growers’ group helped supply over 75 species of native and adapted plants. We exceeded all previous sales. Proceeds to fund pump for the CNC’s rainwater collection system.

· Wal-Mart matching grant, newsletter sponsorships, employer matching grant from Capital Group Companies.

Field trips

· Fifteen members visited Knox Miller’s property on Diversion Lake below Medina Lake Dam, where vegetation communities of the South Texas Plains and Edwards Plateau converge.

Communication

· Newspaper - Bill Ward’s bi-monthly column, “Native Grown”, features NICE! plant-of-the-month and a variety of native-plant-related topics. Additional articles and photographs are submitted for special events and speakers.

· Chapter website and monthly newsletter provide information about meetings, activities, articles and plant lists. Patty Leslie Pasztor and Janis Merritt generously offered their butterfly and hummingbird plant lists for posting on our website.

State level 

· 2007 Symposium - Suzanne Young received President’s Award and Bill Ward received Benny J. Simpson Fellows Award.

· Bill and Kathy Ward serve as Co-Vice-Presidents Education on State NPSOT Board.

· Boerne Chapter will sponsor a field trip at the 2008 State Symposium in Beaumont.

Submitted by Anne Adams, President (aadams@wildblue.net)

Editor’s note:  You, the membership, should be proud and honored that our chapter accomplishes so much in a year. Anne, we thank you for your leadership and guidance in accomplishing and exceeding the mission of the NPSOT and in having a good time while doing it. We are now challenged to continue the tradition and to see if we can stretch it a bit more. Check out our website for more information about who we are and what we do http://www.npsot.org/Boerne/default.htm .

Regional Offerings

Native Plant Society of Texas

Symposium 2008

The NPSOT Annual State Meeting and Fall Symposium, "The Big Thicket" will be held October 16-19, 2008. The symposium will be headquartered in Beaumont at the Holiday Inn Beaumont Plaza 3950 I-10 South & Walden Road. Lodging information is available at the state NPSOT website http://www.npsot.org/ . Registration and program information is available on the NPSOT state website http://www.npsot.org/ . Below is information about the meeting and accommodations as of September 26.

“Although Hurricane Ike did a number on Beaumont, the 2008 Symposium host hotel, Holiday Inn Plaza, will be ready for business for our symposium. However, if you have not made your reservations, please do so now. Please use the local telephone number --see below. Please call during daytime hours and talk with Geneva. She is the only one who can make reservations at this time (Editor’s note- I spoke with someone else who kindly helped me and was knowledgeable about the symposium). We have a block of rooms for the Native Plant Society that will be good until October 9th. After that there is no guarantee any NPSOT member will get a room. If you are unsure how many nights you need, consider booking all three nights and cancel extra nights later if necessary.

Symposium changes so far: one meeting room has been moved due to water damage. Shangra La and Anahuac Marsh Preserve have been cancelled. We are still waiting for information on the Pontoon on the Neches fieldtrip. I will send you updates when I receive them.

Thank you all so much for your concern and patience. Hurricanes are a part of Texas and we plan to make this symposium one of the most educational and interesting conferences ever.”

Gailon Hardin

Native Plant Society of Texas
President Elect and Symposium Chair 

Host Hotel:

Holiday Inn Plaza

3950 I-H 10 South at Walden Road, Beaumont, TX 77705 

Phone: 409-842-5995.

Ask for Native Plant Society of Texas rate. 

Double or King $90 

Corporate Suite (King & sleeper sofa) $100

Conserve and Develop the Texas Hill Country as one of the 

“Last Great Places”

The Texas Forest service reminds us that the Central Texas Seedling Program (CTSP), which began in 2004, supplies landowners with high quality seedling that have stewardship benefits to the region. These benefits include establishing and/or preserving wildlife habitat, reforestation of marginal lands and farmlands, water quality control and disease management through diversity. You can reserve tree seedlings, including bald cypress, bur oak, chinkapin oak and native pecan, by contacting West Texas Nursery at 806 892-3572 Mon. – Fri 8 AM – 5 PM. The seedlings are 6 for $54.

Happenings – the Calendar

October

NPSOT Events

October 7 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting. "Ecosystem Restoration on the San Antonio River" will be presented by Lee Marlow, Natural Resource Management Specialist for the San Antonio River Authority. Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00.

October 11, 2008 Workday (Saturday) 8 AM – 12 PM Second Saturday Workday We need your help to weed and cleanup the grounds of the CNC in preparation for the Annual Gala schedule for that evening.

CNC EVENTS

October 1 (Wednesday) 10 AM – 12 PM Fall Grasses Workshop: CNC Prairie Grasses Even in a dry year fall is the time to learn about most Texas Hill Country native grasses. The CNC prairie has great examples of many local species-short, medium and tall. This is a perfect opportunity to learn from Native Plant Society members, who survey these plants regularly. Participation in this workshop is essential preparation for helping with CNC's fall prairie vegetation survey. Cost: FREE but registration is necessary because the class is limited to 25. Register at 830-249-4616.

October 9 (Thursday) 8:30 AM – 12:00 Noon Landscaping for Birds and Butterflies Local native plant and landscape experts Patty Leslie Pasztor and Janis Merritt will show how to create habitat for wildlife and invite butterflies and hummingbirds to the garden at Kip Kiphart's property near Boerne. See first-hand native and adapted plants best suited for the Hill Country. A registered Monarch Way-Station, this garden includes nectar plants as well as larval food plants for the immature butterflies. Discussion will include planting & maintenance, restoring understory, coping with white-tailed deer and water conservation measures including the creation of contour berms. Cost: Members $15/person and non-members $20/person. Meet at the CNC parking lot, carpool leaves promptly at 8:30.

October 18 (Saturday) 9 AM – 12 PM Rainwater Harvesting Seminar at the CNC Auditorium. This is the place to get the latest technological information and the most practical advice. Presenter John Kight, engineer and rainwater harvesting system owner, will teach about design and materials from 1st hand knowledge. The Kight's home is in a traditional development. They have no well or outside water source and their system comfortably supplies the most delicious water for all household and landscape needs. Bring your questions. CNC Member $20/person and $30/couple; Non-member $30/person and $40/couple. Pre-registration required Call 830-249-4616 Limit: 30.

October 23 (Thursday) 9 AM – 12 PM GEOLOGY SHORT COURSE PART I: Limestone Geology and Geologic History of Our Area Dr. Bill Ward, University of New Orleans, Emeritus Professor of Geology presents the vital basics: why we have so much limestone in the Edwards Plateau and how our rocks control topography, soils, vegetation, aquifers and the very culture of our Texas Hill Country. .Location: CNC Auditorium. Cost: Members $15/person and non-members $20/person per session. Limited to 24. To register, call 249-4616.

October 25 (Saturday) 9AM – 12 PM Attracting Birds to Your Backyard Dick Park, local birder and land manager, will share his experiences about how to attract and enjoy nesting, migrating and wintering birds on your Hill Country land. The Parks have documented over 160 bird species on their property! After a presentation and discussion on bird seed, feeders, boxes and bird census opportunities, we will go outside to see successful examples of bird feeder and water placement, bird boxes and brush piles. You can contribute to protecting birds and their habitats on any size property. Cost: $15/person CNC members; $20/person non-members. Pre-registration required. Call 249-4616. Limited to 30. Meet at CNC Parking Lot; Carpool to Old Daley Ranch 

October 30 (Thursday) 9AM – 12 PM Geology Short Course Part II: Hydro-geology of the Trinity Aquifer. To sustain the quality and quantity of our water, we need to understand the special character of limestone aquifers. Building on the information in Part I, Dr. Ward will present the basic hydrogeology of Trinity Aquifer, the system that provides our ground water and interacts with surface water of Texas Hill Country springs and streams. This will be followed by a field trip to discuss the hydrogeologic system within the local limestone at nearby Herff Falls Ranch. Cost: Members $15/person and non-members $20/person per session. Limited to 24. To register, call 249-4616. Location:  CNC Auditorium and Visit to Herff Falls Ranch 

November 

NPSOT Events

November 4 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting. Jason May will speak about "Native Plants: Success with Seeds". Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00. Yes, this is election day and the meeting date may be changed, in which case we will notify everyone.
CNC Events

November 6 (Thursday) 9 AM – 2 PM Geology Short Course Part III: Field Trip to Canyon Lake Gorge The great flood of July 2002 created Canyon Lake Gorge. With guidance from Dr. Bill Ward, this unique Glen Rose limestone outcrop provides insight into the mysterious character of our Aquifer and reveals a fascinating history of the early Cretaceous seas. Cost: Members $15/person and non-members $20/person per session. Limited to 24. To register, call 249-4616 (preference given to those who attended classes on geology and hydrogeology) Carpool from CNC promptly at 9 AM.

Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	BARKLEY’S NURSERY CENTER

32450 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-8894
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	THE ANTIQUE ROSE

EMPORIUM

7561 East Evans Road

San Antonio

210-651-4565

	Tallow Berry Tree

Event Planning 

by Judi Martin

830.537.3800 or jpmartin@gvtc.com
	Sponsorship Available
	Sponsorship Available
	Garden Gate Cottage on Evergreen Court

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809


