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Presentation: “My Adventures with Big Red” will be presented by Bill Ward. Kendall County has the largest wild populations of the rare Hill Country endemic Salvia pentstemonoides (big red sage). But the biggest recently known population is now all but extinct. Where has big red been and where is it going?

Bill as self-described:

Old retired geology professor (Professor Emeritus, University of New Orleans).

Founding President of the Boerne Chapter of NPSOT.

Currently Co-VP of Education of NPSOT (with Kathy).

Volunteer at Cibolo Nature Center for many years.

On the board of the Gorge Preservation Society which is overseeing development of Canyon Lake Gorge.

Teaches geology classes for Master Naturalist chapters of this area 

President’s Message

Greetings,

Hope you all had a good summer. I did, even with the heat and lack of rain. Those of us who have lived in this area a while accept that we will endure a summer like this every few years, and that’s one reason many of us became native plant enthusiasts. Boerne NPSOT, along with the Cibolo Nature Center, uses the fall Tour of Yards to educate the community about using drought-tolerant native plants in landscaping. This year, after much consideration, it was decided to cancel the Tour – too hot to spend hours outside getting ready, and yards did not look their best. Like other gardeners, native plant enthusiasts enjoy the colorful blooms and greener foliage that a little extra water provides, so we wish for rain. But there may be a positive side to drought – we can use it as an opportunity to demonstrate the advantages of native landscapes under stressful conditions. For example, I know that I watered far less than my neighbors this summer, but still had some blooming plants. Most of my plants survived very well, especially if they had been in the ground a year or more. Best of all, my yard seemed to have more birds than ever before. Although I provided shallow pans of water for drinking, I also think birds were attracted to the many native understory shrubs and hummingbird plants I have added over the years. No, it wasn’t a bad summer - but next year I’ll still wish for rain.

I hope you will join us this fall as we learn more about preserving, cultivating and appreciating our native plants. I look forward to seeing you at the meetings.

Cheers,

Anne

Thanks to the Water Brigade

“Please pass along my heartfelt thanks for all of the work that is being done to help keep our plants alive here at the Center. I don’t have all of the e-mails for everyone involved but be sure and let them know how much the water volunteers mean to me and the others here at CNC. Everything looks GREAT!” 
Ralph Lay

Building and Grounds Supervisor

Cibolo Nature Center

830-249-4616

maintenance@cibolo.org

Chapter Activities

Bigtooth Maples for Boerne

Update

The Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Committee has been fortunate and busy over the summer break. The Lende Foundation wrote us a check for $80,000 to completely fund the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne project through 2015. We appreciate their confidence in us. With the interest earned on this grant, we can extend the life of this tree-giveaway program. 

With an exceptionally dry winter, spring and summer, the young trees have been stressed and needed a little extra attention. Jack Morgan has personally made sure that some of them would survive; he has been watering many of the newly planted maples along the Garden Street/No. 9 Hike and Bike Trail. He tries to make sure they get a deep watering every two weeks. When the trees near the Esser Street trailhead started to wilt in July, he was there watering, too. Jack hopes to add another planting site for our maples near the Rosewood & No. 9 intersection. He will need a team to help him plant more maples. 
Otis McCracken introduced our maples program to many of the businesses along I-10 and Main Street and received application forms from many of them. Applicants agreed to care for their tree for approximately two years to ensure that the tree receives enough water to establish a deep root system. Everyone entering Boerne next fall will be greeted with much more fall foliage.

This will be the 3rd year we give away bigtooth maple trees. Our team has learned many lessons during the first two years. We have put together a list of mistakes people make when planting these trees, which is titled "To Kill a Maple Tree" and it is on our webpage: http://www.npsot.org/Boerne/maplesforboerne/To_Kill_A_Maple_Tree_by_NPSOT-Boerne.html .The most common mistakes are poor drainage; frequent and shallow watering; and removing cages too soon.

This year, Chuck Janzow donated 320 bigtooth maple seedlings for chapter members to nurture and raise for a future fundraiser. To our members who are raising these maple seedlings, please do not get discouraged. Many of the leaves on my baby maples have turned brown or lost all their leaves. Just this month, I'm seeing signs of new growth. I have lost 8 out of my 18 seedlings. I feel very inadequate as a maple tree grower, and I know many other growers are concerned, too. If it helps, Chuck's comment to my loss was "Welcome to my world!". 

Baxter Adams of Love Creek Orchards encourages us not to give up on the maples even if they lose their leaves. They usually will come back.

We have almost depleted the supply of bigtooth maples at the nurseries. Fortunately, Baxter Adams set aside some of his maple trees for our program. Many more bigtooth maples are now being grown and should be available in a few years. This year, we will focus on planting sites along I-10, Main Street and all the entry corridors. You can find Information about our program as well as applications at:http://www.npsot.org/Boerne/maplesforboerne/index.html.

Thank you Bigtooth Maple Team for taking on tasks big and small that make this project a success. Each year requires a little more help because we are reaching many more people through this program, many of whom are new to our area. Our work continues. Contact me, to join our team.

 

Suzanne Young

Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Chair

830-249-8240

Mapping the Maples for Boerne.

If you have a hand-held GPS unit and would like to help map the locations of the maple trees planted as part of the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne project, Donna Taylor would love to speak with you. A map showing the maple trees’ locations as well as a database of the tree size and characteristics are being developed so we can follow the trees’ long term growth and condition. Even if you do not own a hand-held GPS unit and would like to help in this endeavor, please call as we may be able to borrow some GPS units. The time commitment from each volunteer will be about a half day to mark the location of 20-25 trees and take some tree measurements; 2-3 minutes per tree plus travel time. This is an ongoing mapping project so volunteers can pick any date they are available to do the work. Donna will teach use of the GPS unit if you have not used one before. She can be contacted at (210 316-3066 cell, (830)755-5228 home or by email DLtaylor3@mac.com.

Meet our New NICE! ™ Committee Chairperson

Becky Eterno

“A recent transplant to Texas, I worked at a retail nursery as Perennials Manager in Longmont, Colorado, for 15 years before the big move. My specialties were cutting-edge perennials, rock garden, natives and xerics. By my departure we’d built a solid clientele for the new and the unusual. As a part-timer at Barkley’s in Boerne this spring, I suffered something of a culture shock, since our customers focus almost completely on “deer-resistant” (dismissing any native which didn’t look showy in a container) and annuals. How NICE it would be to change this attitude!

Personal: I have a graduate degree in English and have been a keen gardener since age 10. The large horticulture library I’ve accumulated along the way has largely taken the place of formal horticulture training. I have held a CO Nursery Professional certification for the last 10 years. My other interests include breeding and showing Welsh Terriers and keeping a small herd of Irish Dexter cattle. My husband of 37 years tolerates it all!
I’m flattered to be asked to help in the NICE program.”

Becky

Welcome, Becky, we are fortunate to have found you and lucky that you have joined us. After you have Nice! under control, we expect you will take on the challenge of starting a rock garden group. Goodness knows there are enough rocks around here, both on top of and under ground, we should take advantage or your expertise and make the most of using our natural resources and plants together.

NICE! ™ Plant of the Month

Blue Mistflower (Gregg’s blue mistflower)
(Conoclinium (Eupatorium) coelestinum, Conoclinium (Eupatorium) greggii)
Blue mistflower, a perennial that can reach 3 feet high but usually lower, is a member of the aster family, Asteraceae. At the top of the plant, the branches, with their short-stemmed clusters of flowers, form an almost flat top. The flowers are bright blue or violet, about 1/4 inch long, blooming from April to September. 

The natural habitat is moist woodlands, so it prefers shade; however, if watered, it will grow in full sun. This wildflower spreads quickly and can become a pest. Blue Mistflower attracts bees and butterflies. But be warned, it is heavily grazed by deer.
The October and November/December plants of the month will be the smoke tree and Agarita, respectively. So be thinking about where you could plant these plants in your yard/garden.

Drought Forces 2008 Tour of Yards Cancellation

The Tour of Yards is a popular annual event hosted by the Native Plant Society of Texas Boerne Chapter (NPSOT-Boerne) and the Cibolo Nature Center (CNC) that brings people from all over central Texas to find inspiration for native landscaping. Unfortunately, the extended lack of rain has taken its toll on the Hill Country this year. Donna Taylor, Co-Chair for this event with Gary Younglove of the CNC, commented: “Along with our common purpose to promote native vegetation, we have to consider our role as good stewards for all natural resources. We simply could not, in good conscience place an undue burden on the volunteer yard owners to attempt a gorgeous yard” Donna said. It is for these reasons that Donna and Gary chose to cancel the tour for 2008. 

At the time of this writing, Cow Creek Groundwater Conservation District was in Drought Stage 5 – Extreme drought. In this stage no hose end sprinklers or automatic sprinklers are allowed at any time. The City of Boerne, which was at Stage 2, also has watering limitations. Although native plants are tolerant of drought conditions, the extreme drought coupled with the restrictions on watering, creates an environment counter to the mission of the Tour of Yards.

Although disappointed there will not be a 2008 Tour of Yards, Donna is optimistic that all is not lost. “This situation can provide a great opportunity for us to have a very strong educational outreach in the spring (before the Mostly Native Plant Sale) to encourage new native plantings. Nothing like a drought to bring out the worst in non-natives and highlight the benefits of Texas native plants”.
CNC Planting Areas

To say that we’ve had a hot, dry year is a gross understatement! We started out the year hopeful for rain and initially planted many perennials in the beds surrounding the Visitors Center and a few shrubs throughout. The continued early drought caught us by surprise, and three trees and many newly planted perennials did not survive. However, many valiant NPSOT members rallied to the cause and have faithfully watered the plantings since late spring with no further losses. Watering has been complicated by the CNC’s decision to follow the Cow Creek Groundwater Conservation District water restrictions so that all watering since July has been restricted to Monday after 8 PM and before 10 AM on Tuesday. Stage 5 has been the most restrictive with only hand held hoses allowed. A few individuals “adopted” selected areas and have watered those areas most weeks since early June. Bob Hamilton has been remarkable missing only one watering during this time and is to be credited with keeping the raised garden bed in the parking lot alive. Ann Dietert adopted the small berm opposite the butterfly garden and Mary and J.J. Kennedy adopted the low level butterfly garden. Sandy and Ernie Laurel, Jo and Bill Mayo, and Jane Henry helped throughout June and much of July. Suzanne Young helped organize watering troops on all Tuesday mornings, and put in many, many watering hours. Others who showed up one or more times include Tommie Ashburn, Denise Blanchette, Lynn Scoggins, Bebe Fenstemaker, Mary Fenstemaker, Kip Kiphart, Wilt Shaw, Donna Taylor and her kiddos (Yeah!), Anne Adams, Bill Ward, Rebecca Yoder and Ellie Dillon. In August, new watering recruits C.R. and Aliena Jones adopted the front berm and even managed to weed the areas! One visitor (Ella) from N. Texas, who brought her grandson to walk the creek, insisted on helping one morning. We’ve also had the help of Ralph Lay, from the CNC staff, and his volunteers, especially with spreading mulch. I hope I’ve not forgotten anyone, but my memory being what it is, I’m afraid I have.

We’re not out of the drought yet, but my volunteer schedule is exhausted. I’m afraid we may need to continue watering through September and periodically into the fall. If you can help just come out at allowed times or contact me by email, bebsd@hotmail.com and let me know when you can help.

The devotion to this project has been so outstanding we have had beautiful blooming plants all summer with the aid of only two significant rains. The butterflies, hummingbirds, sparrows and lesser goldfinch have been abundant in the planting areas greedily eating scarce nectar and seeds. Thanks to all those who have helped keep out planting areas alive, vibrant and beautiful thought this dreadful drought. 
Betty Dunn

NOMINEES FOR NEXT YEAR’S CHAPTER LEADERS
The nominations committee has compiled a good slate of chapter officers for next year that includes:
· Treasurer: Otis McCracken (After much discussion of a suggestion by a former Treasurer, the Board decided to make this a two-term office)

· Secretary: Tommie Ashburn

· VP-Programs: Les Barnes

· President-elect: Wilt Shaw
· President: Carolyn Walden
This slate of candidates will be voted on at the October meeting. 

Regional Activities

Cibolo Nature Center's Wildlife Field Research Surveys

The CNC fall Wildlife Field Research fall surveys will be October 2-4, which includes a grass identification workshop on October1. Go to http://www.cibolo.org/calendar/event/fall-grasses-workshop-cnc-prairie-grasses. For more information or to sign up to be on a team of citizen scientists, contact:  Suzanny2@aol.com or call 830-249-8240.

Wildscapes Workshop, From Dirt to Design 

Plotting Your Native Garden
Fredericksburg Chapter, NPSOT

The Fredericksburg chapter will host this workshop on Saturday, September 20, 9 AM - 3 PM at the Fredericksburg United Methodist Church, 1800 N. Llano St. Presenters will include Bill Lindemann (dirt), Patrick McNeal (grasses), and Ginger Hudson (design). Cost is $30 for NPSOT members and $35 for non-members before Sept. 13; $40 for late registration. More information is available at http://www.npsot.org/Fredericksburg/workshop.html 
Benny J. Simpson Fellows Award

It's time to vote for the 2008 Fellows Award - the deadline is September 1. Several of our chapter members are eligible for this award, which Bill Ward received last year. Links to a list of NPSOT Members Eligible for the 2008 Benny J. Simpson Fellows Award and a ballot are available on the NPSOT state website http://www.npsot.org/ForNPSOTmembers.html.
Native Plant Society of Texas

Symposium 2008

Hold the Date
The NPSOT Annual State Meeting and Fall Symposium, "The Big Thicket" will be held October 16-19, 2008. The symposium will be headquartered in Beaumont at the Holiday Inn Beaumont Plaza 3950 I-10 South & Walden Road. Lodging information is available at the state NPSOT website  http://www.npsot.org/ . Registration and program information is forth coming.
Silent auction items are needed for the State Symposium, with proceeds benefiting the Kate Hillhouse Scholarship Program. Items can be old or new, purchased, hand-made or “found”, anything that someone would want to buy. Examples from previous silent auctions include old linens, old or new plant books, garden décor, coffee/tea assortments, bird houses or feeders, or anything with a native plant, bird, or wildlife theme. Last year there were bags of raw cotton (bols) that sold like hotcakes! If you have collected native plant seed, you could make some cute seed packets to sell. Anne Adams has some 1950’s era Louisiana cookbooks and is putting together gift baskets with a seafood/Cajun theme. If you have ideas for completing these baskets, please talk to Anne. Please bring items to the September meeting or bring them by the CNC for Anne during the week. We may put things together in gift baskets, so the sooner we have them the better.

Reminder: Jane Crone is volunteer coordinator at the state NPSOT office in Fredericksburg, and has requested help from members of nearby chapters. Tasks include data entry, mailings, helping in the library, and support for the Annual Meeting. Please contact her at volcoord@npsot.org if you have some time to give. 

Happenings – the Calendar

September
NPSOT Events

September 2 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting. My Adventures with Big Red will be presented by our Chapter’s founding President Bill Ward. Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00.
CNC EVENTS
September 13 (Saturday) 9 AM – 12 PM Rainwater Harvesting Seminar at the CNC Auditorium. This is the place to get the latest technological information and the most practical advice. Presenter John Kight, engineer and rainwater harvesting system owner, will teach about design and materials from 1st hand knowledge. The Kight's home is in a traditional development. They have no well or outside water source and their system comfortably supplies the most delicious water for all household and landscape needs. Bring your questions. CNC Member $20/person and $30/couple; Non-member $30/person and $40/couple. Pre-registration required Call 830-249-4616 Limit: 30.
October 
NPSOT Events

October 7 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting. The Mission Reach Ecosystem Restoration & Recreation project will be presented by Lee Marlowe, Natural Resource Management Specialist for the San Antonio River Authority. Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00.
CNC Events

October 18 (Saturday) 9 AM – 12 PM Rainwater Harvesting Seminar at the CNC Auditorium. See the CNC September events for details.
October 23(Thursday) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Geology Short Course Part I: Limestone Geology and Geologic History of Our Area. Dr. Bill Ward, University of New Orleans, Emeritus Professor of Geology, presents the vital basics: why we have so much limestone in the Edwards Plateau and how our rocks control topography, soils, vegetation, aquifers and the very culture of our Texas Hill Country. Cost: Members $15/person and non-members $20/person per session. Limited to 24. To register, call 249-4616

October 25 (Saturday) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Attracting Birds Presenter: Dick Park, local birder and land manager. Learn how to attract and enjoy nesting, migrating and wintering birds on your Hill Country land. The Parks have documented over 160 bird species on their property! After a presentation and discussion on bird seed, feeders, boxes and bird census opportunities, we will go outside to see successful examples of bird feeder and water placement, bird boxes and brush piles. You can contribute to protecting birds and their habitats on any size property. Pre-registration required. Call 249-4616. Limited to 30. Meet at CNC Parking Lot; Carpool to Old Daley Ranch 

October 30 (Thursday) 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Geology Short Course Part II: Hydro-geology of the Trinity Aquifer. To sustain the quality and quantity of our water, we need to understand the special character of limestone aquifers. Building on the information in Part I, Dr. Ward will present the basic hydrogeology of Trinity Aquifer, the system that provides our ground water and interacts with surface water of Texas Hill Country springs and streams. This will be followed by a field trip to discuss the hydrogeologic system within the local limestone at nearby Herff Falls Ranch. Cost: Members $15/person and non-members $20/person per session. Limited to 24. To register, call 249-4616.

Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	BARKLEY’S NURSERY CENTER

32450 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-8894
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	THE ANTIQUE ROSE

EMPORIUM

7561 East Evans Road

San Antonio

210-651-4565

	Tallow Berry Tree

Event Planning 
by Judi Martin

830.537.3800 or jpmartin@gvtc.com
	Sponsorship Available
	Sponsorship Available
	Garden Gate Cottage on Evergreen Court

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136
Toll Free 1-866-366-3809








