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19th Annual Mostly Native Plant Sale and Green Living Fair

Saturday, April 4th

Open to the public 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Kendall County Fairgrounds

Hwy 46E in Boerne 
Instructions for member plant donations on Friday: 

Deliveries cannot be made into the plant sale area between 4:30 pm - 7:00 pm.  If you need to drop off during that time period, enter from the back parking area (off City Park Road).  The plants can be temporarily deposited at the back of the stage and will be moved to our booth later that evening.

 
Instructions for member plant donations on Saturday:   
Those arriving for set-up or delivery of plants on Saturday morning can enter through the back entrance off the road to CNC beginning at 7:00 am.   We anticipate customers as early as 8:30 am.

Thanks for your help, Betty. 
April 7th Monthly Meeting

 “Remarkable Plants of Texas” by Matt Turner

Matt Turner is a teacher, free-lance writer, and a fifth generation Texan who works for the University of Texas’ McCombs School of Business in Austin. Matt has earned a PhD degree in comparative literature from Yale University. Turner has recently published a book, Remarkable Plants of Texas: an Uncommon Account of Common Plants. Matt is an active member of the Native Plant Society of Texas and has published numerous articles on botanical topics. 
He will talk in depth about five native plants – sotol, prickly pear, mesquite, yaupon and the Osage orange. He will discuss the stories these plants tell in Texas history, as well as their connections to archaeology, food, medicine, and material culture. Matt offers a special view of the natural world from the humanities perspective. 

Be sure to bring your checkbooks –Matt will bring his book for sale and signing! Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00.

President’s Message

Mostly Native Plant Sale - What Makes It Successful and Fun

The 2009 Mostly Native Plant Sale on Saturday April 4 at the Kendall County Fairgrounds will be the chapter’s greatest annual opportunity for outreach, to raise funds to conduct and participate in other outreach and education activities and to buy plants and supplies for the demonstration gardens. Have you ever wondered how we, a group of volunteers, pull it off? Well, I thought I’d give you a summary of what goes on and the reaches of involvement within and outside of the chapter membership.

For several years, Betty Dunn has done a yeoman’s job coordinating the NPSOT booth. I think she starts looking for plants to buy for the booth about a week after each year’s sale ends. She travels to nurseries around the region including, but not limited to, Kerrville, Fredericksburg, Austin, New Braunfels and Medina looking for healthy specimens and good prices. Additionally, Betty recruits volunteers to help with repotting plants; making labels; labeling and pricing the plants; delivering plants to the Fairgrounds; and setting up, working at, and taking down the booth. There are numerous chapter members who donate plants for our booth – some are rescue plants, some are transplants from individual’s yards/property and some are raised from seed or small starts over a year or two. If you are interested in growing plants for the sale, consider joining the Chapter’s Growers Group. I hope I haven’t omitted any groups or key activities, if so I apologize. I also wish I knew the names of each of these dedicated people so I could thank you by name, you know who you are. 

We also have friends outside of the membership who help us. The Friends of the Boerne Public Library donate tables for our booth. Thanks to Dani Volmer, the President and a chapter member and the FBPL for your help, and to Stan Walden and Wilt Shaw for pickup and delivery. Patti Roteman, owner of A Little Nature Store in Boerne, offered us Inland Sea Oats, a great shade loving bunching grass, from her store property. Thanks to Patty and to Chuck Janzow who didn’t hesitate to offer to dig them up when I called. 

Then of course there are those or you who will come to the sale and buy plants, and hopefully bring your friends, especially those new to the area or not, who need to learn about the importance of growing with natives and will also buy some plants waiting to be adopted. I hope this group includes all of you, or at least all of you who are in town and able to get out and browse the plant booths, but not the plants themselves.

Thanks to each of you – we couldn’t do it without you!

See you on April 4th at the Mostly Native Plant Sale.

Carolyn

NICE! Plant of the Month

Plant of the month is the Texas penstemon (Penstemon cobaea).  Besides cobaea, there are two other outstanding penstemon species native to the Texas Hill Country, scarlet (p. triflorus) and cut-leaf (p. baccarifolius). All three of these outstanding native wildflowers will surely complement your garden.
You can find this beautiful wildflower blooming in April and May along roadsides where there is heavy traffic that discourages deer browsing and on outcrops where deer cannot reach them. Needless to say, protect your penstemons. 

Thank you Wilt Shaw for writing the care sheet this month.

2009 NPSOT Awards

Alamo Regional Science and Engineering Fair

Submitted by Kathy Ward

This year the Boerne and San Antonio Chapters of the Native Plant Society decided to share awarding projects in the Alamo Regional Science and Engineering Fair on March 11. A $100 award was to be given in both the Senior Division and in the Junior Division to the best projects that concerned native plants. 
Bill Woller, member of both chapters, and Kathy Ward of the Boerne chapter did the judging. Unfortunately we did not find a project in the senior division that met our criteria. We chose the Junior Division Team Project, The Effect of the CyanophageLPP-1 and Agarita Alkaloids on the Growth of the Cyanobacterium Phormidium uncinatum. 
The eighth-grade scientists were (pictured left to right) Gregory Steinhelper and Ellen Andrews from Keystone School, San Antonio, Texas. Their study showed that Agarita alkaloids had a statistically significant inhibitory effect on cyanobacteria that causes Yellow Spot Disease in golf-course grass.
Not only did they receive the NPSOT award, but they received a Team Grand Prize and therefore, will be able to enter the 2009 ExxonMobil Texas Science and Engineering Fair March 28-30 (the state level). 

Joint Field Trip May 11th

On Monday, May 11th, there will be a joint field trip with the Fredericksburg Chapter - FERNS of ENCHANTED ROCK. Meet at Enchanted Rock at 9 AM. The park fee is $6 per day per person.  Those with the annual state park pass can take a carload of people in free.  (No separate NPSOT fee)

Bring a sack lunch.
· Please send Bill Ward an email if you wish to attend: wcwkaw at aol.com.  We will keep you informed of any changes in schedule, possibilities of carpooling from Boerne, and any other news about the trip.
---------------
To find out about activities and workshops with other organizations call or visit these websites:
Cibolo Nature Center (830.249.4616)

http://www.cibolo.org/calendar
Master Naturalist:


San Antonio, Alamo Chapter


www.alamomasternaturalist.org  

Kerrville, Hill Country Chapter


www.hillcountrymasternaturalist.org
Friends of Friedrich Wilderness Park (210.372.9124)
Medina River Natural Area Second Saturday Programs (210.624.2575).
For more information or to RSVP for any event call. Site:  www.sanaturalareas.org
-------------
Welcome New Newsletter Sponsors
· Rainbow Gardens in San Antonio off 281/Thousand Oaks@Henderson Pass.  President Ronnie Grell offers a large selection of plants and many natives.  (On my last visit he had a large variety of vegetables too.  RY) Visit www.rainbowgardens.biz.  
· Turf Masters Lawn and Landscape, a local Boerne landscape maintenance & design company specializing in both residential and commercial services.  Be sure to visit Mark’s website: www.turfmasterstx.com.
Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	Thank you Barkley’s Nursery for your support over the years.
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	THE ANTIQUE ROSE

EMPORIUM

7561 East Evans Road

San Antonio

210-651-4565

	EVENT PLANNING 
by Judi Martin

830.537.3800 or jpmartin@gvtc.com
	*RAINBOW GARDENS
2585 Thousand Oaks

San Antonio

Ronnie Grell, President

210.494.6131


	*TURF MASTERS
LAWN AND LANDSCAPE
Mark Rohde

830.249.5514

Boerne, TX  78006

www.turfmasterstx.com

	GARDEN GATE COTTAGE ON EVERGREEN COURT
Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809








