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Mark Your Calendar

NPSOT Boerne Chapter Holiday Dinner

December 1, 6:30 PM

Meat and non-alcoholic beverages provided, but remember to bring your side dish or dessert to share! If you have not signed up for a dish, bring a side dish.
You are also welcome to bring an adult beverage for yourself or to share. We will also have people and pet food collection boxes so bring something extra for the not so fortunate as we are.Judi Martin needs the help of about 5 people at 10 AM the morning of December 1 to set up the tables and chairs and to put on the table covering33s and centerrpieces. If you can help, please email Judi at jpmartin@gvtc.com.
President’s Message

Someone interested in why I have such a liking for native plants asked me recently what my background was, and after expressing that I had worked in the oil patch, they were somewhat taken aback by my reply.  A veritable spate of words didn’t just come flowing out of my mouth, but paraphrasing what I said is that it is surely a developmental remnant my childhood. 

One such influence I envisioned was from Grandpa Ed’s farm in Natalia, where my brothers and I would often spend long hours wandering along the creek out back, watching dragonflies flit over cattails in the still water, walking through beebrush and other South Texas plants, most of which caused pain on contact. We kept a constant eye open for the huge Texas rat snake that we’d sometimes catch a glimpse of on the ground as it sought cover or curled around a limb high in a live oak. We were required to head for the farmhouse when we heard Grandpa call in the cows, Pavlovian for them but despairing for us. I could never get enough of that creek behind Grandpa’s cornfield.

Memories of that creek came to mind on our recent field trip along Highway 16 at the “Botany Bend” stop, where we sought the rare “Boerne bean” (Phaseolus texensis), described only two years ago by Alfonso Delgado-Salinas  and Bill Carr (see http://www.css.msu.edu/bic/PDF/Phaseolus_texensis.pdf). Thanks to Donna Taylor, our vice president in charge of technical programming, we’ll get to hear from Bill at our April 2010 meeting.

I would venture to say most of the Boerne NPSOT folks, like me, do not have a botanic background, but more than likely had influences similar to my experiences on Grandpa Ed’s farm.

Over the next few months, one of our goals to preserve our state’s rich heritage of native plants will be through a school program grant. President-elect, Delmar Cain is heading a committee that will prepare the groundwork. More later on what we hope will be an outstanding legacy for Boerne NPSOT!

Merry Christmas!

Wilt
Bigtooth Maples for Boerne

Update

On December 11 and 12, our chapter will award 102 Bigtooth maple trees to those Boerne businesses and residents that qualified for our 2009 tree giveaway. This is our 4th year for the tree adoption project. A dozen more Bigtooth maples will be planted along our entry corridors on IH-10 and Main Street. You will see a few more maples in town along the Cibolo Creek, Hwy 46 and the Old No. 9 Greenway. The new Adler City Park will have five new maples this year. The rest will be in front of schools, churches, and homes around town.

Donna Taylor will be updating our map on the chapter’s website that shows where to find our Bigtooth maple trees. Many thanks to Donna and the rest of the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Committee which includes: Betty Dunn, Rebecca Rogers, Bill Ward, Carolyn Walden and our many mentors. Helping with this year's tree giveaway are: Les Barnes, Becky Eterno, Chuck Janzow, Wilt Shaw, Glen Sturgis, Donna Taylor, Bill Ward, Stan Walden and Steve Young. If you would like to be a Bigtooth Maple Mentor, please let me know and we will get you trained and ready to go for next year.

I've been driving around town and checking out some of the fall colors. Many of our maples are really showing off their fall colors this year, and I must say many are pretty spectacular.

Happy Trails,

Suzanne

Plant Rescue Program

The Boerne Chapter has many projects profiled in our newsletters such as collecting native seeds for science teachers, the native plant demonstration garden at the Cibolo Nature Center and the Bergheim fire station, the growers group propagating natives for the annual plant sale, and the partnership with the City of Boerne civic center, library and new water treatment and recycling center. These projects certainly make a difference to the quality of life in the Hill Country. These projects will also benefit from plant rescues.

As Bexar County creates a habitat conservation plan, we also can be proactive by networking with friends, real estate agents, developers and landowners to find the land that will be developed from which we could salvage native plants. There are always many more plants than can be saved, but at least some will end up in public places or private landscapes, both of which can help educate the public and promote the use of natives instead of exotics.

In the process of identifying the plants that can best be transplanted, the rescue participant can learn much more than just plant identification. You can learn about such things as asexual and sexual reproduction in ferns, how to tell a male possumhaw from a female, transplant success: more than ‘brown goes down, green goes up’. You also get to learn about more dynamic things like ecology and micro-niches, why certain plants can be prolific in one canyon and not the next one, less than a mile away. We are developing a list of plants needed for certain projects and a list of seeds that can be successfully collected for propagation as well as for the Science Teachers of Texas. Native plants found across the Hill Country can be successfully used for public plantings.

Rescue activities offer opportunities to be green and sustainable in other ways. Save return envelopes enclosed in credit card applications you’re too smart to fall for. They make great seed packaging when out collecting. Always keep the plastic woven bags from bird seed packaging. They make durable plant bags that won’t get ripped up by greenbriar when out rescuing. I’d be happy to take any of these items for reuse in the plant rescue program. If you are seriously involved with recycling, don’t hesitate to donate old gardening equipment. Some rescues are attended by volunteers who like to dig in the dirt even if they have no plot to call their own.

The outdoor classroom one finds when rescuing plants is huge. The impact of that education is also meaningful. Even with less than an acre to work with, one informed homeowner becomes a volunteer, a land steward, a responsible plant buyer and an educator. Just imagine: what if you had the many acres that are now concrete parking lots to learn from before they were graded? Well, timing is everything, so if you happen to know of a construction project that might not yet be underway, find out who is developing the land and I would be happy to contact them. If you know of someone who must sell an old homestead and would like the favorite trees and wildflowers to find new homes before the sale, give my contact information to them. If we can help a developer simply identify the native plants that he might work around, then we’ve just made a difference to the quality of life in the hill country. 

Veronica

veronica.hawk@gmail.com

NICE! ™ Plant of the Month

Beargrass (Nolina texana)
Nolina texana, commonly known as Beargrass is also known as Nolina, Sacahuista, Basket grass and Bunchgrass. It is a perennial, evergreen clumping grass-like plant that grows naturally on slopes and ravines in rocky soil from the Edwards Plateau, central Texas to the upper Rio Grande Plains, and west to the Trans-Pecos. The clumps can be two to three feet wide. It is low water plant that can grow in well-drained sites; sand, loam, clay, caliche and limestone. Beargrass is deer resistant, attracts butterflies, flowers from March – July with short clusters of white flowers nestled in amongst the leaves. It will grow in full sun to shade. Use beargrass in shade instead of non-native vinca and mix it with blackfoot daisy or zexmenia for summer color.
Chapter Doings

December 5 “Ligustrum Blitz” 

Boerne NPSOT chapter is partnering with the city on the Boerne civic campus habitat and riparian restoration project at the new library site project. We have made great progress in two outings but there is still a lot of ligustrum to be removed. Our next “blitz” will be Saturday December 5 from 8 AM until you wear out or call it quits, but not later than 12 noon. We need chain saws and operators and one or two people for each chain saw team to pull out the downed limbs and trunks. If you can do either, meet at the city hall parking lot at 402 E Blanco. Bring gloves, chain saws, loppers, bow saws if available, water bottles, appropriate clothing and hats, and energy to help eradicate ligustrum and other invasive plants. Coffee and breakfast tacos will be provided. If it rains, we will regroup in January. So if you can spare a few hours, please join us!
Look forward to seeing you there. 

Carolyn Walden
Demonstration Garden Workday

We will have a much needed workday at the CNC Demonstration Gardens on Saturday, Dec. 12th from 9 - 12 noon. Primarily we need to spread a load of dirt to build up a very low berm between the parking lot and the Lende property fence. Trees we have planted in this area have died - probably due to very shallow soil and a huge rock ledge we have not been able to break through. We thought if we had a few more inches of soil the trees would have a better chance of survival. So, bring those shovels out and let's make a place to plant a few more trees on the East side of the parking lot. Volunteers are needed! Hope to see a few of you there.
Thanks,

Betty

Report on the Friday the 13th Field Trip Medina Gardens Nursery and Native of Texas Nursery

Fourteen chapter members enjoyed a beautiful day and exceptional field trip on Friday the November13th to Medina Garden Nursery and Natives of Texas Nursery. The stop at “Botany Bend” on Highway 16 in Kerr County was the highlight of the trip; however. We saw blooming witch hazel, spice bush loaded with red berries, Carolina buckthorn, cherry, silktassel, Jersey tea, basswood, red oak, "Boerne bean" vine, thoroughwort, evergreen sumac, and much more. It is hard to think of Hill Country trees and shrubs that weren't there. 
Happenings – the Calendar

December

NPSOT Events

December 1 (Tuesday) 6:30 PM. Chapter Holiday Potluck dinner. . 

December 5 (Saturday) 8 AM – 12 noon Ligustrum Blitz – see above

December 12 (Saturday) 8 AM – 12 noon Mini-workday to spruce up the demonstration gardens at the CNC
January 

January 5 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting – Molly Keck will speak on pollinators. Come at 6:30 to socialize.
.
To find out about activities and workshops with other organizations call or visit their websites:

Cibolo Nature Center (830.249.4616)

http://www.cibolo.org/calendar
Master Naturalist:


San Antonio, Alamo Chapter


www.alamomasternaturalist.org  

Kerrville, Hill Country Chapter


www.hillcountrymasternaturalist.org
Friends of Friedrich Wilderness Park (210.372.9124)
Medina River Natural Area Second Saturday Programs (210.624.2575) 

For more information or to RSVP for any event please contact by telephone. Website:  www.sanaturalareas.org
· Our meetings are free and open to the public.  Join us the first Tuesday of the month, September-June, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cibolo Nature Center, Boerne, Texas.

Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303
	GARDEN GATE COTTAGE ON EVERGREEN COURT

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	RAINBOW GARDENS

2585 Thousand Oaks

San Antonio

Ronnie Grell, President

210.494.6131


	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	TURF MASTERS

LAWN AND LANDSCAPE

Mark Rohde

830.249.5514

Boerne, TX  78006

www.turfmasterstx.com


	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	Become a Sponsor!
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