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RX for Drought Impacted Plants

Our speaker will be Mark Peterson of the SAWS Conservation Department.  You may remember that Mark was previously employed by the Texas Forest Service as a Regional Urban Forester for the Alamo Region.  We have enjoyed all his presentations over the years.  He will talk about what you should do for your plants considering the current drought has reached the “exceptional“stage and is projected to extend well into 2009.  

Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00.

President’s Message
The 2009 State of the NPSOT

I attended the quarterly board meeting on January 17, 2009 in Fredericksburg and learned a lot more about NPSOT at the state level and across the state. I thought you might be interested to know about some of what goes on outside of our chapter. It is impressive that there are so many very dedicated and enthusiastic people involved at all levels who are committed to the mission of the NPSOT – and all but one are volunteers – the exception being Pam Middleton, who accepts a small contract fee to coordinate all of the state-level NPSOT responsibilities and activities. Let me mention a few of the notable changes and new initiatives started in the past few months.

The state NPSOT website has undergone a transformation and now is user-friendly and informative for the chapters’ leadership, members and the public. If you haven’t, check it out at http://www.npsot.org/ . The “Table of Contents” is a good place to start, where you can learn about and find out where to get help about native plants (including links to Benny Simpson’s pictures and information about native shrubs and trees), access resources such as book lists and websites to other relevant organizations, scholarships and grants for students, and information about NPSOT including newsletters from 1983 to 2002, awards and history. You can also save a tree branch (ok, a twig) by joining and renewing your membership online. The website continues to evolve and will undergo even more change and a new look in the near future, so check back periodically to see what has been added. 

Do you know that NPSOT has a Botanical Advisor? Most of the folks attending the meeting, including me, did not know that. Dr. Lynn Sherrod, Emeritus Professor of Biology, University of Texas at Tyler serves in that role for NPSOT. Dr. Sherrod was the technical editor of Texas Wildflowers: A Field Guide by Campbell and Lynn Loughmiller. He reviews scientific papers and newsletter articles for the state newsletter. If you have an article that you would like published in the state or our chapter newsletter, you can contact him via email at botanical_advisor at npsot.org to ask if he is willing to review it.

Rick Rosen, the new V.P. for Publications, said that the state newsletter will be printed in color and they are exploring how to archive newsletters on the website while protecting articles that an author would not want public. He is also looking for volunteers for the publications committee, so if you are interested please send him an email – go to the “Contact Us” link on the state website. 

We heard about some of the plans for the 2009 annual symposium that will be held in Wichita Falls, October 15-17, which will likely include a function at the River Bend Nature Center and a buffalo roast at a local ranch. It already sounds like it will be an interesting and informative event.

Plans for the 30th anniversary symposium, which will be held the second weekend in October, 2010 at Texas Women’s University in Denton, are also underway. The theme is $ave Texas One Landscape at a Time, which will focus on how to use native plants and landscapes to help preserve and restore our environment. One of the goals is to increase attendance by guests and professionals, including homeowners, businesses, landscapers, developers, architects, the USDA, local and regional parks and wildlife agencies and organizations, etc. To help achieve this, the planning committee is arranging for continuing education credits for members of professional organizations. 

Education is taking a more prominent position among NPSOT activities, especially among formal education programs – K-12 and university/college levels. Our own Kathy Ward, Vice President for Education, reported that an undergraduate award had been made to a Trinity University student. She also reported that as of January 16, 11 graduate students from the east to west coast had applied for the NPSOT award and that quality of the applications suggest there might be some good potential speakers for chapter meetings.

A significant amount of time was spent discussing the state NPSOT strategic plan that was presented at the 2008 annual symposium and a proposal to support and fund a fundraising plan to implement that strategic plan. You can read the Executive Summary and the Plan that was presented and accepted, but not necessarily approved at the 2008 annual NPSOT meeting at http://www.npsot.org/ForNPSOTmembers.html. The consensus at the quarterly meeting was that the plan needed more work to convert the input from brainstorming sessions into prioritized specific objectives and goals. Because this will be discussed further among the board members at the next quarterly meeting, I would like your thoughts and input about the Strategic Plan.

Finally, I am proud to tell you that the treasurer’s report reflected the great efforts of Suzanne Young and all who have made the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne grant and program a tremendous success. Our bank account balance is the largest of all chapters and accounted for almost half of the state balance. This is due to the Lende Foundation grant to our chapter to continue administering the program to restore bigtooth maples as a prominent tree in the Hill Country. Several chapter representatives asked me about the program and how we have made it so successful. Take a bow if you have been part of this terrific effort to restore a native plant in the community.

Back at home, we are doing a few things you should know about so you can get involved in whatever strikes your fancy. The growers group is starting up again to grow plants for the Mostly Native Plant sale. This is an opportunity to learn, meet new people, and contribute whatever you can – pots, soil, support, a plant or two or a truck load – to help our chapter promote native plants and landscaping. If you have not been contacted and are interested contact Delmar Cain at dlc1942@gvtc.com or talk to him at the monthly meeting. The Nice! group is looking for people who are interested in writing the planting and care information sheets for the plant of the month, which is distributed to nurseries, is incorporated into the newsletters, and put on the website as a reference to whomever seeks our help. You don’t need to be an expert, as there is a template to follow and knowledgeable folks to mentor you. This is an excellent opportunity to learn, so if you are interested in joining that group, contact Becky Eterno at jeterno@gvtc.com . Signup sheets are at the monthly meeting for these and other opportunities for you to participate in chapter activities.

So we start the new year out with a lot of new opportunities, the above being only a few. I look forward to them and hope that you will join me for some of them.

THINK RAIN!
CAROLYN
Bigtooth Maples for Boerne

Update

In February it appears as though nothing is going on with our maple trees; however, beneath the surface, the roots continue to grow.  This winter root development increases the tree growth in the spring.  February is the start of the growing season for maples.  Remember to saturate the roots by watering deeply.  New leaves and flowers appear in late March and April.  The newly leafed-out maple trees and their inconspicuous yellow flowers bring me just as much joy as when they are showing off their spectacular fall colors.

 

A map of the Bigtooth maple tree locations will be on our website soon.

 

Take care,

Suzanne

On My Mind
 

Back in the first days of the Boerne Chapter when I was both President and Newsletter Editor, I tried to start a little newsletter column entitled "On My Mind" to give members a chance to write a few paragraphs on anything they wanted to say about the native-plant movement.  The column brought us some interesting and entertaining thoughts from several members.  Nina Nye even submitted her thoughts in poetry.

 

To encourage a resumption of this exchange of ideas or thoughts on anything connected with native plants or NPSOT, I'll submit a few paragraphs for this newsletter and hope others will follow in later months.  Here's what I've been thinking about lately:

 

I've had some knowledge of other chapters of NPSOT over the last several years, and I'm always proud and a little amazed at how lucky we are in Boerne to attract such an enthusiastic, talented, and cooperative group of members.  It has been this way since the beginning of our chapter.  For example, we have been able to get a whole new suite of officers every year, thus involving many members in moving the chapter forward.  Several other chapters I know of have had to keep the same President and Program Chairman for many years, because their membership is reluctant to participate.  Boerne Chapter hasn't had this problem, and our innovative officers have led us to create programs now copied by other chapters.

 

One of our talented members is Bob Rogers, who is our chapter webmaster.  What a good job he does!  Not long ago, I browsed through several NPSOT chapter websites, and was pleasantly surprised to see how superior the Boerne Chapter website is to most other websites.  He is quiet and likes to stay in the background, but if you get a chance to meet him, please thank Bob Rogers for his outstanding efforts.

 

Bill Ward 

Boerne Chapter Growers Group meets this Saturday
· Jan. 31 (Sat) 1:00 pm



NPSOT, Boerne Chapter Growers Group meets at the Boerne Public Library 


All welcome/free

Chairman Glen Sturgis welcomes all that are interested in joining this group.  Members of this group propagate native plants for our annual plant sale.  Come and learn and become a valued ‘grower’.
Boerne Birders January Outing

By Gerald Mc Farlen

 Boerne Birders enjoyed a productive outing to Boerne City Lake Park on Saturday, January 17.  A great turnout of 12 members braved cool, breezy, overcast conditions to survey the lake and environs, and were rewarded with sighting an immature bald eagle also out hunting waterfowl. We tallied a total of 35 species, including occasional and rare winter visitors such as the Eared Grebe, Ring Necked Duck and a Red Head.  Many thanks to Tom and Patsy Inglet, and Jane Henry for bringing their spotting scopes and affording all some wonderful close-ups of waterfowl and song birds alike.

Next outing of the Boerne Birders:

· February 14(Sat), 8-10 am

Boerne Birders—CNC—Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC). Meet at the CNC pavilion.


Free. For more information, call 830.230.5551 or 210.710.3981.

To find out about activities and workshops with other organizations call or visit these websites:
Cibolo Nature Center (830.249.4616)

http://www.cibolo.org/calendar
Master Naturalist:


San Antonio, Alamo Chapter


www.alamomasternaturalist.org  

Kerrville, Hill Country Chapter


www.hillcountrymasternaturalist.org
Friends of Friedrich Wilderness Park (210.372.9124)
Nature Discovery Series, Feb. 26th and March 21st.For reservations for all programs call as there is  

Limited space is available.
Medina River Natural Area Second Saturday Programs (210.624.2575).
For more information or to RSVP for any event call. Site:  www.sanaturalareas.org
Future Meetings
March 2009

Native Plants from the Ground Up

Bill Lindemann, a retired exploration geologist, has served twice as the president of the Native Plant Society of Texas. He will discus how the 5,000 native plant species found in Texas have developed their niches for thriving in the natural landscapes of the state dependent on rainfall, temperature, and soils occurring within the 10 vegetative zones.
· Please note that Keith Amelung who spoke in January has promised to deliver any tomatoes that were ordered at our March meeting.  

Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	Thank you Barkley’s Nursery for your support over the years.
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	THE ANTIQUE ROSE

EMPORIUM

7561 East Evans Road

San Antonio

210-651-4565

	Event Planning 

by Judi Martin

830.537.3800 or jpmartin@gvtc.com
	Sponsorship Available
	Sponsorship Available
	Garden Gate Cottage on Evergreen Court

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809


Our meetings are free and open to the public.  Join us the first Tuesday of the month, September-June, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cibolo Nature Center, Boerne, Texas.








