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Monthly Meeting
January 6, 2009 
Cibolo Nature Center at 140 City Park Road, Boerne TX
Jan Wrede, Cibolo Nature Center’s Director of Education will discuss the many aspects of the CNC including staff, resources available to the public and future plans.  She will also discuss the several CNC parklands with before/after photographs and maps. 
 Jan directs the outdoor classroom at the CNC, field research projects and conducts other educational programs.  Jan has authored two books about Texas native vegetation: “Trees, Shrubs, and Vines of the Texas Hill Country: a field guide” and “Texans Love Their Land: a Guide to 76 Texas Hill Country Woody Plants”.  She continues to author a nature column for the Boerne Star and the Hill Country View. 

Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00.

President’s Message
A New Year – New Beginnings
As I look forward to turning over new leaves of opportunities in 2009, I look back at some of the accomplishments of 2008. We close the year on some very positive notes:
· The plant sale was very successful as we had a large number of plants from the largest selection of species ever and we almost sold out.

· Attendance at the monthly meetings has increased to 50 or more each month.

· The monthly raffles have been more fun and revenue-generating thanks in large part to the generosity of members who donate plants, books, and other fun prizes.

· Membership continues to increase. Did you know that the Boerne chapter is the 4th largest in the state with a membership of 92 – behind Houston (198), Fredericksburg (124) and Austin (107)?

· The Lende Foundation, which funds the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne program, has awarded us funds to continue the program for 7 more years (a total of 10 years). We owe a tremendous thanks to Suzanne Young, who has championed this program, and a truckload of volunteers for this tremendous accomplishment.

· Our educational outreach to children through the nature box program (in partnership with the Cibolo Nature Center) coordinated by Kathy Ward has grown exponentially.

Kudos and thanks to each of you who have made these and other accomplishments possible.

Our chapter is blessed to have members with knowledge and expertise ranging from A-to-Z who also are committed to preserving the Hill Country plants and biota. What a tremendous resource this is! Many of you have given so much of your time, expertise and energy to a variety of programs and activities that contribute to the quality of life that we enjoy here. Others may wonder how you can give a little, learn, and enjoy your membership in this fun and continually amazing group. Here are a few ideas:
· provide children's and adult educational materials on our website

· develop and distribute a Boerne NPSOT chapter brochure

· revitalize the growers group to grow and propagate native or nearly native plants for the annual plant sale and demonstration gardens

· rejuvenate or expand plant rescue activities as we see so much of our land being developed with little apparent effort to preserve the native landscape 

· start a CNC demonstration gardens watering and maintenance adoption program

· develop materials and/or consultants for developers, home and land owners, and commercial groups that address the needs, benefits and resources for incorporating and using native or nearly native plants in design, construction and landscaping 

· broaden our membership categories – our members represent only 5 of the 11 state categories – to include students, groups, patrons, benefactors, supporting, corporate and lifetime members

· seek grants to support some of the new ideas and programs.

You will hear more about these ideas in the future, but I would like to hear from you if you have additional ideas, can help with any of these or existing activities, know of individuals or businesses who could help accomplish the activities (i.e. graphics people, printers, sign makers, advertisers, computer/web masters, retired but still hooked educators, writers, etc.). Send me your thoughts at carostanwalden@arthlink.net .

Happy New Year!

Carolyn

'Twas The Season

December was the month of giving and receiving and our chapter contributed and received. As you know, the Cibolo Nature Center (CNC) provides us with a wonderful setting and facilities in which to have our meetings and other functions at no charge, partners with us on the Native Plant Sale and invites us to participate in the biannual wildlife field research activities. To show our appreciation, we made $500 a contribution to the CNC this year. We look forward to a continued partnership that will benefit the community as a whole.

We also received a wonderful gift of a GPS unit that is already being used for the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne program. We are developing a database of the location and status of each of the adopted trees given away courtesy of a grant from the Lende Foundation. We owe a very large Thank you to Dick and Ruth Haas for giving us the GPS unit. If you know them, give them personal thanks.

2008 Bigtooth Maples for Boerne

Ninety-three Bigtooth maple trees were awarded to Boerne residents and businesses this year.  More maples will be visible along the entry corridors to Boerne.  Look for Bigtooths at Hill Country African Violets, Boerne Toyota, Mercedes Benz, Jennings Anderson Ford, Tilson Homes, Boerne Dental (now affectionately called Boerne “Bigtooth” Dental), Fiesta RV, Herbst Veterinary Hospital, Frost Bank, Stan Bio and Security State Bank, Great Homes, Ewe and Eye, FM 1376, FM 474, Adler Road, and Ranger Creek Road.  St. Mark Presbyterian Church on W. Bandera is our first maple tree along this very busy street.  It was Lynn Scoggin’s persistence in finding one of the church elders to champion our project.  The tree is very visible as you head towards HEB. 
 More maples are planted on the south side of the Cibolo Creek across from River Road Park and Main Street Bridge.  These trees can be enjoyed by all who use the new Heart of Boerne and River Road Pedestrian Trails.  Jack Morgan planted and will care for six more maples along the No. 9 Greenway Trail. We estimate that more than two dozen bigtooth maples are now planted along the No. 9 Hike and Bike Trail. Lakeview Subdivision has a good cluster of maples.  Many can be seen from Boerne Lake.  
The City of Boerne was awarded three maples for the entrance gate to City Lake Park and three more maples for the Convention & Community Center.   Hickman and Oak Park are now streets lined with maples.  Folks are recruiting their neighbors to apply for trees and even offering the help plant their trees. They have taken up our mission. For me, there is no going straight home anymore.  I always love driving by our maples to catch a glimpse of how they are doing. 
 Donna Taylor is working on our map that will show the locations of our tree awards and the many older maples in Boerne.  Soon, we will all be able to do Maple drive-bys.
I want to thank Chuck Janzow, Les Barnes, Becky Eterno, Stan and Carolyn Walden, Janie Henry, Anne Adams, Ann Deitert, Otis McCracken, Donna Taylor, Steve Young, Wilt Shaw, Jack Morgan, Jim Cahalan and Lois Bohl for their help this year. Jobs included: recruiting applicants, cutting cages, unloading trees, meeting and passing along care instructions to the new tree owners.  
 For next year, we’re asking our members to recruit applicants with very visible locations along busy roads, entry corridors and new pedestrian trails (Heart of Boerne, River Road Park, Curry Creek and Currington Trails).  These are very good candidates for trees.  The application and flyer can be found on our webpage:  www.npsot.org/Boerne/maplesforboerne.
 Happy Trails,
Suzanne Young
· Visit Jack Morgan’s Flickr page to see maple locations plotted on a yahoo map and pictures.  Pretty cool. http://www.flickr.com/photos/jadinamo/2621524326/map/
Member Highlights

Double Dipping
The Boerne Chapter is proud to have three members of the San Antonio Chapter who think enough of our chapter to pay double the state dues.  Lottie and John Millsaps and Bill Woller, founding members of NPSOT-San Antonio, also are members of NPSOT-Boerne.  We are honored to include them in our membership.

Winner of “Quiz” at December Meeting
Mary Fenstermaker made the most correct answers for the “wood-from-Bill-Ward’s-backyard quiz.”  The branches and truncks were from: (1) sotol, (2) madrone, (3) mountain sage (Salvia regal), (4) thoroughwort (Eupatorium havanese), (5) Mexican sage (Salvia mexicana), (6) cenizo, and (7) autumn sage (Salvia greggii).

Member Honored
Peggy Carnahan was honored November 1, 2008, by the dedication of the Peggy Carnahan Elementary School in San Antonio. Peggy has devoted her career to the teaching of science and the teaching of science teachers.   Congratulations!
NICE! Plant for January
YUCCA, featuring Y. baccata and Y. rostrata

by Becky Eterno
Texas is blessed with an abundance of striking architectural Yuccas, whose spiky silhouettes enliven the garden all year, but especially during the winter.  The various species’ tall spikes of showy white flowers begin in late winter and continue through spring, brightening the lives of butterflies and bees – and humans, too, of course.  Deer eat the flowers/fruit, but normally find the plants unappetizing

Y. baccata (Datil, Banana Yucca) forms clumps of chunky, sometimes-twisted blue leaves reaching several feet in diameter and about two feet in height. It can form a low trunk, but I’ve never seen this. White spring flowers are followed by edible yellow fruit (hence the “banana” common name) which was used both fresh and dried by American Indians. A very widely-adapted species, Y. baccata grows happily from Mexico almost to Wyoming, though its native range is huge in the Southwest and West.  In Texas, it is native primarily in the west and southwest.

As a youngster, Y. rostrata (Beaked Yucca) makes an elegantly symmetrical ball of narrow green leaves tipped with rather innocuous spines.  As it ages, the plant develops a hefty trunk as much 6-7 feet tall, sometimes branching to support more than one ball of foliage.  A narrower-leaved variant of this species is sometimes called Y. thompsoniana. Native to the Big Bend region of Texas, this yucca is perfectly hardy in Denver and somewhat beyond.

Unlike some other well-armed Yuccas, Banana yucca is a good-neighbor sort of plant which doesn’t need to be planted far from human contact, since its leaf-end spines aren’t aggressive. Y. rostrata in its tree incarnation shows better as a garden “feature,” so that its stature can be properly appreciated.
Culture for Yuccas of all kinds could not be easier, as they are the original stars of the low-water garden.  Plant in full sun or light shade in any well-drained soil.- whatever it may be. Amending soil when planting is much more likely to encourage rot than growth. One good watering to settle everything in, perhaps gravel mulch, and that’s it.  No fertilizer needed.

Future Meetings
February 2009

Rx For Drought Impacted Plants

Our speaker will be Mark Peterson of the SAWS Conservation Department.  Mark was previously employed by the Texas Forest Service as a Regional Urban Forester for the Alamo Region.  He will talk about what you should do for your plants considering the current drought has reached the “exceptional“ stage and is projected to extend well into 2009.  

March 2009

Our March speaker will be Keith Amelung who will speak on his experience growing, collecting seed and enjoying heirloom tomatoes. His talk surely will excite you to want to include several plants in your spring garden.  Many of our members have had wonderful success with these plants.  Keith sells heirloom tomato plants via his website:  www.heirloomtomatoesoftexas.com.  

Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	BARKLEY’S NURSERY CENTER

32450 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-8894
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	THE ANTIQUE ROSE

EMPORIUM

7561 East Evans Road

San Antonio

210-651-4565

	Tallow Berry Tree

Event Planning 

by Judi Martin

830.537.3800 or jpmartin@gvtc.com
	Sponsorship Available
	Sponsorship Available
	Garden Gate Cottage on Evergreen Court

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809


Our meetings are free and open to the public.  Join us the first Tuesday of the month, September-June, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cibolo Nature Center, Boerne, Texas.








