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Cibolo Nature Center at 140 City Park Road, Boerne TX

Native Plants from the Ground Up

     Bill Lindemann

Bill Lindemann, a retired exploration geologist and area naturalist has served twice as the state president of the Native Plant Society of Texas. In his retirement, he is active in the Friends of the Fredericksburg Nature Center, the Hill Country Land Trust and the Hill Country Historical Foundation. Bill has written a weekly column on “Birding in the Hill Country” for the past eleven years and is a frequent speaker on nature subjects in the Hill Country and throughout the state. 

Bill will discus how the 5,000 native plant species found in Texas have developed their niches for thriving in the natural landscapes of the state dependent on rainfall, temperature, and soils occurring within the 10 vegetative zones. Other facts favoring native plants are resistance to pathogens, compatibility with birds and butterflies, and low maintenance and water requirements. He will discuss the factors that influence where, when and which flowering native plants can be considered for specific landscape conditions. He will begin with the soil conditions, but will also discuss other factors that affect our Hill Country native plants, including soil types, sun vs. shade, moisture and season.

Come at 6:30 to socialize; the meeting starts at 7:00.

President’s Message
Harbingers of Spring

I must have cabin fever or just anxious to plant the plants I have been protecting from the freezes and watering while praying for rain. This is the first spring in our new house so I have been anxious to see how it unfolds. Last weekend on a wintry-like cool and windy day I realized I was anxious to see some of the first signs of spring, and I was duly rewarded. 

Our bird feeders and the water bath had many guests including golden-fronted woodpeckers, several cardinal couples, tufted titmouse, Carolina wrens and goldfinches – the black-backed males were especially fun to see. Migratory water fowl including some gorgeous wood ducks had found a neighbor’s small lake, which reminded us of our years in the Pacific Northwest.

Later I watered recently planted bigtooth maples and desert willow trees and cruised our property thinking about what to plant where and wondering how I am going to reduce or eradicate the KR bluestem that opportunistically increased its presence during these dry months. While cruising I noticed more green than I had seen the previous weekend – the harbingers of spring were showing up. The agarita were heavy with buds, prairie verbena, henbit, frog fruit, Mexican hat, and several other too small to identify forbs were waking up. The tropical sage and desert milkweed were recovering from freeze damage. The prairie grasses including, little bluestem, Scribner’s rosettegrass and inland seaoats were also showing their new colors. I was especially excited to see swollen, light green leaf buds on the baby bigtooth maples adopted from Chuck Janzow for our chapter. They have been very tiny twigs that didn’t grow noticeably last summer and have wintered in the greenhouse. So my spirits were lifted.

I left town and today, a week later, I was happy to see that the deer have not eaten the forbs that continue to grow and the grasses are more noticeably green. Also the evergreen and flameleaf sumac, blackfoot daisy and meadow aster from a plant rescue are actively growing. Winter and mustang grapes and Virginia creeper I dug and wintered in the greenhouse so they could be relocated closer to natural trellises (trees) also leafed out and are growing with vigor. The most exciting and pleasing observation was that the bigtooth maple babies that had swollen buds have shot up 1- 2 inches and have several sets of leaves and many of the other twigs now have swollen leaf buds. Chuck was right - have patience, these are hardy and persistent plants.

I hope you are enjoying the change of seasons and thinking about how to use native plants to enhance your enjoyment and to provide shelter and food for the diverse and rich wildlife with which we have the pleasure of sharing our niche of Texas. You should gain some insight in how to do that if you attend our March chapter meeting at which Bill Lindemann will share his extensive knowledge about using native plants in the landscape. This is also a good time to mark your calendar for the Mostly Native Plant Sale on April 4 for which you can volunteer and at which you can buy native or mostly native plants. 

Tidbits of Interest

You either have or should soon receive the state NPSOT News. Notice that it has a new look and a new editor, Rick Rosen, who welcomes your input and provides the address to send materials and ideas in the Publication Information box on page 3. This issue includes two articles of particular interest to us. One is an article by Char Miller about Voelcker Park in San Antonio. The other by our own Kathy Ward, state Vice President for Education, is the Spotlight on education. I also encourage you to read about the NPSOT state strategic goals and objectives box on page 13 and to go to the state website to read the document. 

We have been approached by Paul Barwick, Senior Planner for the City of Boerne, for help with invasive plant removal and native plant restoration on the city civic campus where the library and other city buildings will be built. Keep an eye out for follow-up emails about how you can get involved. Participation has already been approved for credit by the Alamo Area Master Naturalist and submitted to the Hill Country Master Naturalist chapter.

Carolyn Estes, one of our chapter members, has done some ground work to start discussions of how we might interact with the different sectors of the community involved in residential and commercial development to promote preservation and use of native plants. She discussed it with the board last month and we agreed that such a project/program would be worthwhile and that there is a lot to think about because of the diverse nature of the entities involved. If you would be interested in being involved, please let me know or talk to Carolyn Estes at the chapter meeting.

Think, or dance for, rain!

Carolyn
Bigtooth Maples for Boerne

Update

We now have a map on our webpage showing the locations of our 2006-2008 Bigtooth maples tree awards.  Go to www.npsot.org/boerne and click on the box that says, "Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Map" or use the hotlink below.  Missing from the map for now are the dozens of Bigtooth maples we planted along the No. 9 Greenway, Ag Museum and the CNC.  Our GIS team is marking the locations of all the Bigtooth maples in and around Boerne.  We will continue to update the map and improve accuracy over time.  Many thanks to Donna Taylor, the GIS team, and webmaster Bob Rogers for helping us find those "Lost Maples". 

For those of you who missed Mark Peterson's presentation at our February meeting, “Rx for Drought Stress”, Mark recommended deep, slow and infrequent watering around the root zone of trees beginning on Valentines Day (February 14) through the month of June because this is the growing season for most trees and shrubs.  So if you did not soak your Bigtooth maple tree in February, you will need to do so now. 
 If the drought continues, we will need to provide supplemental watering each month even for our established trees to promote some growth this season.  For the newly planted maples, I recommend watering every two weeks throughout the spring and summer and skipping watering only if we receive 1/2 inch or more inches of rainfall. Everyone can cut back on watering their trees in August to encourage those beautiful fall colors to emerge.

Due to this extreme drought, Mark also recommended that we do not fertilize trees and shrubs.  When water is not available, plants are unable to absorb the nutrients.  Bigtooth maples do not require any fertilization.  Fertilizer is not "food" and often misused because of this misunderstanding. Plants produce their own food in the form of sugars through photosynthesis.  Native plants naturally obtain the minerals and nutrients needed for photosynthesis and growth from their native soil.  Bigtooth maples need only a small amount of nitrogen which can be obtained from natural compost. 
Over-fertilizing harms the tree and the environment because plant roots cannot absorb all the fertilizer thereby contaminating the ground and surface water.  I recommend that we avoid "weed-and-feed" fertilizers because they usually contain herbicide that can damage trees. 

Good luck,

Suzanne 


Click here to go to the map!  
NICE!

Plant for March is the Huisache (WEE-satch), Acacia farnesiana. This is a small deciduous tree or large shrub, usually multi-trunked.  Its’ natural habitat is South and South Central Texas eastward to Houston most often in low moist sites.  Thank you, Betty Dunn, for writing the care instructions this month. 
Member News
On Feb. 24, 2009 Steve Robbins had his photo published on the LivingGreenSA.com website.  
It’s a great picture of the native rusty blackhaw vibirnum tree found on their place this past fall.  Liz tells us that they’ve owned this land since '81 and had never witnessed this before!  This tree will be protected for the rest of its life!  See:  http://www.livinggreensa.com/
On My Mind

Is there something on your mind related to native plants or NPSOT?

Please submit any items to rb_yoder at yahoo.com by the third Saturday of the month.  Note that there is an underscore character in the email above and substitute ‘@’ for the word “at” in the email address. (I will print email addresses in this manner so that programs wandering the web won’t pick up these email addresses for spamming.)
Give me a call if you need any assistance 830.981.8129 or while you’re perusing the library (Boerne Public Library) give me a holler.
Rebecca 

April 4th
Mostly Native Plant Sale first Saturday in April!

At the next meeting Betty Dunn will be asking for volunteers to sign up…from transporting plants April 3rd, manning the booth  on the 4th to helping cleanup at closing time.  This is our big fundraiser for the year.  We need lots of help to be successful and it’s a lot of fun.
Future Meetings
April 2009
Dr. Matt Turner has served as President of the NPSOT Austin chapter and is currently serving as Program Chair for their chapter.   He was a featured speaker at the 2007 NPSOT Fall Symposium (and I thoroughly enjoyed his presentation!).  Dr. Turner will give a presentation centered on his newly published book “Remarkable Plants of Texas: Uncommon Accounts of our Common Natives”.  His presentation will cover some of the major regions of Texas and their plants with unusual historical connections to man.   

Be sure to bring your checkbooks as he will bring his book for sale and signing!
---------------------------------------------------------

To find out about activities and workshops with other organizations call or visit these websites:

· Cibolo Nature Center (830.249.4616)

http://www.cibolo.org/calendar
· Friends of Friedrich Wilderness Park (210.372.9124) Feb. 26th
The Friends of Friedrich Wilderness Park organization is sponsoring the second program of their new Nature Discovery Series.   Dr. Kelly Lyons, Asst. Prof. of Biology at Trinity University will present part of her current research, Where Have All the Bluebonnets Gone?: Constructing-Invasion Resistant Plant Communities for South Texas Grasslands on Thursday, February 26, 2009, 6:30-7:30PM. 
 

The program will be in the Friedrich Park Wilderness Classroom, 21395 Milsa Dr., San Antonio, 78256-9610. A map can be viewed at http://www.fofriedrichpark.org/map.  Admission is free, but reservations are required because of limited space. For reservations call Natural Areas 210-372-9124.
· Medina River Natural Area Second Saturday Programs (210.624.2575) 
For more information or to RSVP for any event please contact by telephone. Website:  www.sanaturalareas.org
Master Naturalist:


· San Antonio, Alamo Chapter


www.alamomasternaturalist.org  

· Kerrville, Hill Country Chapter


www.hillcountrymasternaturalist.org

Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	Sponsorship Available
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	THE ANTIQUE ROSE

EMPORIUM

7561 East Evans Road

San Antonio

210-651-4565

	Event Planning 

by Judi Martin

830.537.3800 or jpmartin@gvtc.com
	Sponsorship Available
	Sponsorship Available
	Garden Gate Cottage on Evergreen Court

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809


Our meetings are free and open to the public.  Join us the first Tuesday of the month, September-June, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cibolo Nature Center, Boerne, Texas.








