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Roots, Rocks, and Water Use: A Texas Hill Country Conundrum by James L Heilman, PhD

Dr. Heilman is Professor of Environmental Physics, Dept. of Soil and Crop Sciences at Texas A&M University.  He teaches undergraduate courses in plant physiology and environmental physics.  A native of South Dakota, he joined the faculty of TAMU in 1980. 
His formal education is a B.S. in Engineering Physics, from South Dakota State University and a Ph.D. in Agronomy from Kansas State University.  Research interests include: Response of agricultural and natural ecosystems to environmental change; Ecosystem water use – plant water relations; and greenhouse gas exchange.

President’s Message
Save a little bit of Texas-GROW IT!
I have been struggling with a theme for this month’s president’s message but was finally inspired by the closing phrase past-president Rebecca Yoder used on her email signature: “Save a little bit of Texas-GROW IT!” I expect all of us already grow a few native plants in our own effort to save a little bit of Texas. However, growing it can suggest different actions depending upon the setting or intent. For example, in higher education we often comment that we need to “grow our own research faculty” as there is far too often a shortage of young researchers in the clinical biomedical fields. The debts of obtaining an education and more lucrative jobs in the private sector override the curiosities and less obvious rewards of academia. Closer to home, we help our children grow up to appreciate and respect nature.

For those of us also interested in preserving and restoring the native plants of the Hill Country (or wherever we live), “growing it” can have different connotations and need not seem insurmountable as the two examples above might suggest. Just as you can grow one plant at a time, you can help grow the community committed to saving a little bit of Texas by inviting one person to attend a NPSOT meeting, participating in plant rescues and the annual plant sale, attending a relevant talk and going on a field trip such as the one on May 11 to Enchanted Rock to learn about the geology and ferns of the area (see May 11th field trip below).

 If you work or know business owners, you can also share a newsletter with them and invite them to become members and/or to help fund our newsletter for a modest amount in exchange for a sponsorship spot that is distributed to over 100 people monthly – pretty good publicity for a modest amount of 36 dollars a year, especially in the current economic environment. 

If you introduce one person to native plants and they each do the same and businesses reach groups of people just imagine how much of a difference our NPSOT chapter could make in helping to save the Hill Country a little bit at a time. We welcome and offer a wider range of membership categories from students at $15 to corporate for $1000 in annual dues and lifetime (one time payment for an individual or couple) of $1000.

As we notice the rapid and seemingly unchecked development accompanied by the loss of our native botanical habitats and thus animals, consider ways in which we can each make a difference and preserve our past and present for the future generations.

I hope you enjoyed the recent rain and that your wildflowers bloom in response.  Cheers and Happy Spring,
Carolyn

Tidbits
The almost native plant sale was our best ever with a gross of over $3000. We probably had the most plants ever, although not quite as many different species as last year.  See Betty’s recap below.
Chuck Janzow, a pioneer in promoting the native plant movement in the Boerne community and charter member of the Boerne Chapter of NPSOT who has generously contributed native plants, guiding advice and many volunteer hours received the Standing Up for Natives (SUN) award at the April chapter meeting. Be sure to congratulate him.

Several of us participated in a rescue of Blanco Crab Apple tree sprouts on the grounds of the old Kendall County court house, jail and extension service buildings. We rescued about 50 sprouts and hope to have some for future plant sales. We sincerely appreciate the County Judge’s office for supporting us in this effort and plan to plant a tree or two on the grounds when they are ready to go it on their own.

We are going to partner with the Bergheim Volunteer Fire Department in a demonstration garden of native plants at the new fire station on Highway 46 near Bergheim. Look for it around mid-May.

Applications for the Bigtooth Maple Trees for Boerne program sponsored by the Lende Foundation are at our website http://www.npsot.org/Boerne/default.htm.

2009 Tour of Yards

Donna Taylor
The 2009 Tour of Yards committee is looking for volunteers! The 2009 Tour is scheduled for September 26.  Volunteers are needed for host yards, yard assistants, publicity and signs. If you are interested in participating in any capacity, call me at 210-316-3066 or e-mail dltaylor3 at mac.com so you can be notified of the committee meeting date and time. I anticipate the first meeting to be held in early May, soon after the regular meeting.
Another Great Plant Sale!
Betty Dunn

The NPSOT booth at the Mostly Native Plant Sale was well stocked and staffed by enthusiastic NPSOT members.  We had over 90 plant species for sale with the greatest variety being grown and donated by our own members.   The new ‘Friday night Pre-sale Event to Members’  was very successful, yet still left an adequate variety of the more unusual plants to offer to the public on Saturday.
Business was most brisk on Saturday morning but remained steady into the afternoon.  A Post-sale Sale at our regular monthly meeting helped thin the left-over stock and still allowed members to get desirable plants.  Remaining plants will go into one of the Demonstration Gardens or be maintained until next year’s sale event.  
At the end of our 3-day event, we had gross sales of approximately $3,050, expenses of approximately $800 and a net profit of approximately $2,200.  The profits will be used to cover chapter business expenses incurred over the coming year and will fund additions to our Demonstration Gardens.   
Thanks to all of our members who participated!  This is a fun event and perhaps involves more members than any other activity.  It couldn’t have worked so well without everyone’s help.  

Demonstration Gardens Update
Next workday:  Saturday, May 16th
Spring has been so busy it has been hard to set aside much time for our Demonstration Gardens.  Volunteers have maintained a restricted watering schedule so everything looks good in spite of our drought.  However, it is time to make some needed plant replacements and additions.  We also need some maintenance and a plan for maintaining new plantings to keep them alive and healthy through the rough summer months.  

Since the vast majority of our plantings have been in the ground for over two years many need less frequent watering – only once each 3-4 weeks – if there is insufficient rain.  We need individuals who will “adopt” a particular planting area and be responsible for watering over the summer months.  Please contact Betty Dunn at 210-296-7722, 830=336-2855 or bebsd at hotmail.com to register your groups of 1-3 individuals and adopt a planting area from May through September.  I will meet with you to show which are newly planted items and need more attention.  
Next workday is Saturday, May 16th from 12:00 noon to 3:00 PM to plant some beautiful specimens and do some maintenance.  Bring shovels, hoes, gloves, water, willing hands and ideas.  Bring a lawn chair to relax in the shade afterwards.

Hope to see you there.   
Betty
Joint Field Trip May 11th
The upcoming joint field trip to Enchanted Rock State Park is planned for Monday May 11th, 9 a.m. until lunch time. 

Entrance fee is 6 dollars ($ 6.00) per person or free if you enter the park in a vehicle with a Texas Parks and Wildlife Pass, which is another good reason to carpool if we have members who can share their pass.  At the park we will meet up with members from the Fredericksburg chapter at the larger parking lot to the left of the entrance near the restrooms.
Please bring water, hat, sunscreen and wear footwear for climbing/hiking.  Of course, members will have a lot to see on level ground if they are not inclined to hike.  We will focus on ferns, so bring fern guides, perhaps an Enquist plant guide and hand lenses if you have them.  Everyone is welcome to bring a sack lunch and eat together at the end of the plant tour, probably around noon.
BOERNE MEMBERS CAN MEET AT PARK AND RIDE AT END OF NORTH MAIN.  CARPOOLING IS ENCOURAGED.  WE'LL LEAVE THERE AT 7:30.  PLEASE LET BILL WARD (wcwkaw at aol.com) KNOW IF YOU ARE ATTENDING SO YOU ARE NOT LEFT.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
To find out about activities and workshops with other organizations call or visit their websites:
Cibolo Nature Center (830.249.4616)

http://www.cibolo.org/calendar
Master Naturalist:


San Antonio, Alamo Chapter


www.alamomasternaturalist.org  

Kerrville, Hill Country Chapter


www.hillcountrymasternaturalist.org
Friends of Friedrich Wilderness Park (210.372.9124)
Medina River Natural Area Second Saturday Programs (210.624.2575) 
For more information or to RSVP for any event please contact by telephone. Website:  www.sanaturalareas.org
.

Our Sponsors
	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	Thank you Barkley’s Nursery for your support over the years.
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	THE ANTIQUE ROSE

EMPORIUM

7561 East Evans Road

San Antonio

210-651-4565

	EVENT PLANNING 

by Judi Martin

830.537.3800 or jpmartin@gvtc.com
	*RAINBOW GARDENS

2585 Thousand Oaks

San Antonio

Ronnie Grell, President

210.494.6131


	*TURF MASTERS

LAWN AND LANDSCAPE

Mark Rohde

830.249.5514

Boerne, TX  78006

www.turfmasterstx.com

	GARDEN GATE COTTAGE ON EVERGREEN COURT

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809
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Our meetings are free and open to the public.  Join us the first Tuesday of the month, September-June, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cibolo Nature Center, Boerne, Texas.











