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This presentation will explain the term Xerophyte and how xerophytes differ from other plants and will include a slide presentation plus a show and tell of representative individuals.  Ann is an Illinois transplant uprooted over thirty years ago.    Her education and occupation is in healthcare. Fortunately for us Ann's favorite pastimes include hiking with her husband Jimmy in the great American desert regions including the Big Bend and the sky islands of West Texas.   Ann and Jimmy have many xerophytes at their Kendall County residence and they enjoy growing them and selling them. 
Ann is a member of the San Antonio Cactus and Succulent Societies, the Texas Association of Cactus and Succulent Societies, and the Cactus and Succulent Society of America.  

 

President’s Message
I guess our collective efforts of thinking, wishing, dancing and praying for rain were worth it and I sure hope you received a nice soaking wherever you are. We did and every living thing outside here is showing it’s gratitude by growing, blooming and singing.

This is my last President’s Message and I want to do two things. 

First, let me say Thank You to terrific board members, Anne Adams, Tommie Ashburn, Les Barnes, Otis McCraken, and Wilt Shaw, each of whom who supported me and did a terrific job with their respective responsibilities. I enjoyed working with and learning from them and know you also benefited because of the good programs, field trips, and social events we had. Another big Thank You to the committee chairs who coordinated and initiated projects and activities including the Bigtooth Maples for Boerne (Suzanne Young) demonstration gardens (Betty Dunn, and honorary co-chair Ralph Lay at the Cibolo Nature Center) education (Kathy Ward), growers group (Glen Sturgis and Delmar Cain), hospitality (Tommie Ashburn), NICE! Plant of the Month (Becky Eterno and a cast of many writers and editors), newsletter (Rebecca Yoder), publicity (Bill Ward), scrapbook Denise Blanchette and Lynn Scoggins), special events (Judi Martin and Rebecca Rogers), Tour of Yards (Donna Taylor) and website (Bob Rogers).

Remember all of these folks need your help with their programs and responsibilities – please contact them if you can lend them a hand. Then there is the cast of the rest of you who attended meetings and/or helped at the meetings, events such as the tour of yards and science in nature, provided snacks, raffle ticket donations, and other tasks – a large Thank You! 

Second, I want to challenge and encourage you to continue to participate in chapter meetings and activities. I’ll even put out an “all hands on deck” challenge to you to let your voices an actions be heard and seen in helping influence the commercial, public, and residential development and growth of our Hill Country community in the interest of preserving and promoting the use of native and drought tolerant plants. 

Read the 2008-2009 Annual Report below to find some ways in which you can get involved. Also let us know about things the chapter could do to promote our mission and make the chapter even better. I am convinced that the Boerne Chapter is one of, if not the most, active and effective chapters in the state. Let’s keep it going. 

One of the first things you can do is attend the “Community Dialogue evening” September 29 concerning plans to build a new wastewater treatment and recycling center. The meeting will be at the Boerne Community and Convention Center from 5:30 – 7:30 PM. We have established a partnership with the city (see Annual Report) so take advantage of this opportunity to help the chapter make a difference. More information is available in the Friday September 25 Boerne Star.

Yesterday was the Tour of Yards and I had the privilege to spend it at Delmar and Ann Cain’s property. I was amazed at the beauty and tranquility despite the drought conditions that welcomed everyone – an estimated 75-100 people (more non-members than members). I am sure the other properties were equally as amazing and I hope that you were able to visit some of them. I think we saw many converts to NICE! plants.

I hope to see you at the meeting on October 6. In the meantime continue to think rain.

All the Best,

Carolyn Walden
Needed – Native Seeds for Texas Science Teachers

Kathy Ward, a member of the Sicence Teachers Association of Texas is attending the CAST conference on Nov. 4th and needs easy to germinate native seeds to distribute to science teachers to use in their classrooms.  You can give them to her at the monthly meeting in October or November.  Seeds from the Mexican buckeye, Texas buckeye and inland sea oats have been suggested as easy to germinate.

NICE! ™ Plant of the Month - Texas Ash (Fraxinus texenis)

Texas Ash is a deciduous shade tree with beautiful fall colors and can reach heights of 50 feet.   Many species of birds and small mammals feed on the seeds, which are produced in abundance. 
Texas ash is very easy to grow in most soils unless over watered. It has very low water and fertilizer requirements but needs good drainage.requirements but does need excellent drainage.  This is one of our best shade trees. It has strong, hard wood and is fairly fast growing and healthy. It requires less water than non-native ash trees (Arizona Ash Franxinus velutina and Mexican Ash).
Picture courtesy of www.dirtdoctor.com

NOMINEES FOR NEXT YEAR’S CHAPTER LEADERS

The nominations committee has compiled a good slate of chapter officers to serve with Wilt Shaw (current president elect) for next year that includes: Treasurer: Carolyn Estes, Secretary: Cynthia Brown, VP-Programs: Donna Taylor and President-elect: Delmar Cain. This slate of candidates will be voted on at the October meeting.

Calendar

· Sept. 29 – Planting at the new water treatment center in Boene.  A public meeting will be held Tuesday evening at the Boerne Convention Center from 5:30 to 7:30 PM.
· Oct. 21 –  Workday for  removal of exotic/invasive species on the future Boerne Civic Center site from 9:30 – noon.

· Nov. 4 – 2nd scheduled day for removal of exotic/invasive species on the future Boerne Civic Center site from 9:30 – noon.   

· Oct. 15-18 - Native Plant Society of Texas Annual Symposium 2009 in Wichita Falls, Texas.  Continue to check the website (www.npsot.org) for details and registration.  
NPSOT to the rescue!
Veronica Hawk is chairing the Native Plant Rescue Committee and looking for interested members.   If you are interested in participating in this program please contact Veronica at veronica.hawk@gmail.com or 830-438-2678. 
Boerne Chapter Activity Report – September 1, 2008 – August 31, 2009
General

· Membership 93. Monthly meetings – September – June at the Cibolo Nature Center (CNC). Average attendance 55-65. Eight educational meetings, speaker appreciation includes dinner and a book in her/his honor donated to the CNC or Boerne Public library. Two social meetings – June potluck and plant swap; and December holiday potluck and collection of non-perishable foods donated to Hill Country Family Services.
· Supported 2009 Texas Plant Conservation Conference in Austin
Educational Activities

· At three meetings members had the opportunity to identify native evergreen plant leaves, non evergreen leaves, or woody stems while socializing before or after a meeting program.

· The Boerne and the San Antonio Chapters planned to present 2 awards of $100 for the most outstanding native plant investigation at both the Junior High and Senior High levels at the Alamo Regional Science Fair. One member from each Chapter judged the projects and presented 1 award in the junior level, but no senior level project met their criteria.

· Three members presented a 3-hr workshop “Use Native Plants Instead of Lima Beans for Science Fair Projects and Class Investigations.” July 10 at the Water Conference in San Antonio to encourage science teachers to use native plants in classrooms and suggest native plants to their students as science projects. 

· Another book was donated for the Native Plant Nature Box at CNC, which is taken to local elementary schools for educational presentations.

· Two Boerne NPSOT members joined San Antonio NPSOT members to help with a new Landscape Certification Program.

· A members’ only educational program of workshops and field trips focused on such activities as garden designing, flower arranging, and photographing native plants is being added to the chapter programs. 

Community Outreach

· Kendall County Battered Women’s Shelter contacted chapter for plant rescue and native plant selection and donation for new shelter to begin in 2010.
· NICE! program (Natives Instead of Common Exotics) promotes a Plant-of-the-Month (POM) in chapter newsletters, posters at participating nurseries and Bill Ward’s newspaper article. Care instructions written by members are available at nurseries and on our website. POMs are raffled at monthly meetings.
· Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Project, funded by a grant from the Lende Foundation, between  2006 – 2008 has given 323 bigtooth maples to individuals, businesses and city and county offices. This year a GIS project was added to locate the trees, measure tree circumference and tag tree with an identification number. A database includes this information and year of planting, which will allow the Boerne Chapter to track the long term growth of the trees and potentially provide baseline data for further analysis of their impact on the Boerne community

· Partnership established with the City of Boerne to assist with the civic campus habitat and riparian restoration at the new library site and the new waste water treatment plant to provide input on plant selections, exotic plant removal, and demonstration garden design
· Demonstration Gardens – two new ones were established, one at the Bergheim Volunteer Fire Station and another at the Boerne Academy school, where students planted on Earth Day and maintain throughout school year.

· Plant rescue – two events. One at a high school yielded a large number and assortment of native plants from 2 different species of asters to 3 different species of sumac and a lot in between. The other rescue was of increasingly hard to find in the wild Blanco crabapples tree sprouts on the old Kendall County courthouse grounds.

· Sun Award – two awards were made to:1) Chuck Janzow, chapter charter member, a pioneer in propagating and promoting native-plants in the landscape; and 2) Debbie Reid, conceived of the Master Naturalist program, for many years of dedicated service to our region through innovative education emphasizing the use of Texas native plants as first class environmental stewardship.

· A new Landscape Recognition Award, patterned after the Williamson County program, is being finalized by the board.
· A formal plant rescue program is being developed by a new member that will involve training members to identify native plants, deal with legal issues, be proactive in identifying potential rescue sites and promote conservation rather than rehabilitation.
Fundraisers and Grants

· CNC’s Mostly Native Plant Sale - despite the drought, we had greatest number of species and plants, supplied in part by the growers’ group; and exceeded all previous sales, netting over $3,000. 

Field trips

Field trips – Six members went to Enchanted Rock on a joint trip with Fredericksburg chapter members to identify native ferns.

Communication

· Bill Ward’s Boerne Star newspaper column “Native Grown” features the NICE! POM and other native-plant-related topics. His articles are posted on the NPSOT State website homepage.

· Chapter website and monthly newsletter provide information about meetings, activities, articles and plant lists. 

State level 

Kathy Ward served as Vice-President Education on State NPSOT Board.
Submitted by Carolyn Walden, President, Boerne Chapter
Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303
	GARDEN GATE COTTAGE ON EVERGREEN COURT

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	RAINBOW GARDENS

2585 Thousand Oaks

San Antonio

Ronnie Grell, President

210.494.6131


	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	TURF MASTERS

LAWN AND LANDSCAPE

Mark Rohde

830.249.5514

Boerne, TX  78006

www.turfmasterstx.com
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