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Cibolo Nature Center at 140 City Park Road, Boerne TX

Naturalist Jan Wrede will talk with us at our first meeting after the summer break.  
Jan is director of education at the Cibolo Nature Center. She directs an outdoor classroom, field research projects, and education programs for Hill Country landowners and families with children. Jan has written a column for the local papers for many years and authored two books on native plants of the Hill Country.  Jan is currently working with Rufus Stevens on a book about ecology.  

President’s Message
I hoped to open this message with “Now that summer is coming to an end and we look forward to cooler temperatures of fall and planting…” Instead, let me say that because of the extreme heat and severe drought this year, your Board of Directors has planted seeds for outreach and education programs instead of plants. 

We have established a partnership with the City of Boerne to assist with the civic campus habitat and riparian restoration at the new library site and the new waste water treatment plant. Specifically we will provide input on plant selections, exotic plant removal, and demonstration garden design. The idea is to have demonstration gardens that will help the public see that using native plants is water-wise and can provide beautiful gardens that attract birds, butterflies and pollinators.
Much of our focus has been on residential use of native plants; although the Big Tooth Maple program has also targeted businesses. Anne Adams noticed a business in the area that had done a particularly nice job using native plants in a predominantly Xeriscape landscape. The board decided to establish a program to recognize excellence in commercial and public landscapes that reflect and support the mission and goals of the Native Plant Society of Texas. We are, with permission, modifying such a program developed by the NPSOT Williamson County chapter for use locally.

In August the Boerne Chapter presented the SUN (Standing Up for Natives) Award to Debbie Reid. Debbie has been one of the most influential and innovative stewards of native plants and the general ecosystem this area. She conceived of the Master Naturalist program while working as a naturalist at Friedrich Park in the mid 1990’s. There are now four Master Naturalist programs in the Hill Country, many in the state and in 30 other states and one other country. Debbie was the first and only arborist for the city of San Antonio, a job from which she recently resigned in order to go to Mexico with the Peace Corp. She said she is looking forward to the opportunity to learn about the plants there and to work with the federal and local government agencies to improve forestry practices in Mexico. 

We also decided that you might also like some hands-on opportunities to learn more about the Hill Country plants and environment while also socializing and getting to know other members. So we are going to add a members’ only educational program that will include workshops and field trips focused on such activities as garden designing, flower arranging, and photographing native plants. Be sure to speak up if you have suggestions for topics, field trips or presenters and facilitators.

Another opportunity for members to learn to identify native plants and see them in their usual habitat will be a formal plant rescue program (see article below). I asked Veronica Hawk, who joined our chapter last fall, to champion this effort after I learned of her experience and passion for rescuing native plants that were in danger of being destroyed. Veronica moved from Atlanta last year, where she had been a member of the Georgia Native Plant Society for eight years, facilitating plant rescues for five years. She served as an At Large board member for 3 years and as a co-chair of the Restoration Committee, in order to assist area parks in plant rescues. In 2007, she helped develop a propagation area at Stone Mountain Park, in which native plants are grown for the Society plant sale, for the park and for restoration projects. Veronica also volunteered at the Georgia Perimeter College native plant garden for 3 years, tending the shade garden. She is interested in learning to identify Texas native plants and the many ecosystems of the area. She hopes to become active in the NPSOT rescue program (as soon as it rains!).

Several chapter members attended the August 12 kick-off planning meeting of the Southern Edwards Plateau Habitat Conservation group. The objective is to establish a regional habitat conservation plan for Bexar, Comal, Kendall, Medina, Bandera and Kerr Counties. This is a good opportunity for us to be involved from the beginning in an effort that is consistent with our outreach and education mission.

A couple tidbits of news and future opportunities:

· If you are in the Bergheim area on Highway 46, stop at the new Bergheim Fire Station and look at the use of native plants in the demonstration gardens designed by Wilt Shaw and plants provided by the chapter; and some of the sweat equity provided by some of your fellow members.  
· The Texas legislature unanimously passed a proclamation that the third week in October will be officially proclaimed Texas Native Plant Week, which coincides with the NPSOT annual symposium. The symposium this year will be in Wichita Falls October 15-18.
· You can still register for the El Cielo botany trip to Mexico through the end of August at the following website http://www.mexbirds.net/plant.html .If you have any questions, contact Bill Ward (wcwkaw at aol.com) Please note that the word ‘at’ has been substituted for the ‘ @’ character for all email addresses in the newsletter to eliminate the possibility of  web programs harvesting email addresses. 
· The 9th Annual 2009 Texas Plant Conservation Conference will be held at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center September 16-18. The Boerne Chapter, as a sponsor of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center Conservation Conference received 25 free registrations, on a first come first serve basis. To register for one of these seats (if still available), use the Sponsor Form at the end of the newsletter. You can register via email (see sponsor signup sheet).

One last item is a plea for help with watering our demonstration gardens at the Cibolo Nature Center. The drought is taking a severe toll on the plants and has also kept the number of volunteer waterers way down. Our watering day according to the Cow Creek schedule is Tuesday from 8 – 10 AM. Ralph Lay at the CNC and Suzanne Young are leading this effort. You can reach Suzanne at suzanny2 at aol.com    If you can help, meet at the CNC. 
Your help will be truly appreciated! 
I hope to see you at the meeting on September 1.In the meantime stay cool and think rain.

All the Best, 

Carolyn

Science in Nature booth

Volunteers Needed!

Loving and landscaping with native plants is part SCIENCE, part ART. Boerne Chapter NPSOT will combine both as we celebrate Science in Nature with the Cibolo Nature Center on Saturday, Sept. 19 from 10 a.m. to noon. Mary Gomillion, event coordinator at the CNC, is providing ceramic tiles and paint. Anne Adams, Boerne NPSOT member, is organizing volunteers to help families and kids make leaf prints of native plants on ceramic tiles.

 At the same time we can help families learn to identify some of the plants they are working with. This will be a slightly messy but fun way to share our passion with the community. If you can help, please bring some fresh leaves of native plants in plastic bags (no fresh material may be collected at the CNC). Wear old clothes or bring an apron. Please contact Anne at aadams at wildblue.net or call (830) 249-6317 to sign up.

2009 Tour of Yards 

Volunteers Needed!

Chairman Donna Taylor has done it again.  Five committed Boerne members have volunteered their yards for another great tour in spite of the drought.   These yards feature natives that survive and thrive with little or no care.   We are looking for additional yard helper volunteers on the day of the event Saturday Sept. 26th, for 4-6 hours and plant identification taggers prior to the event. 

Volunteers can contact Donna at the upcoming meeting, email: dltaylor3 at mac.com or call (210)316-3066 to be assigned to a yard. 

NPSOT to the rescue!

By Veronica Hawk
The larger the big yellow machines get, the more natural landscape is removed and changed forever. 

As more people move into the area, it’s less obvious which plants are native and which plants are introduced or are the landscaper’s dream: a bullet-proof exotic that lives under any circumstance. 

Gratefully, there are some excellent resources like Jan Wrede’s book and Cibolo Nature Center’s demonstration garden that help the new neighbor learn the difference. Another great way to learn about the plants that have evolved in this area is actually going out into the field and seeing these plants, where they grow and the conditions in which they grow best.

 A good way to achieve this is a plant rescue program. A land owner who is planning on developing his property can take a positive step of conserving some of the native plants by allowing the society access to these plants. Just investing a little ‘sweat equity’, the rescuer can obtain great additions to his landscape while learning about the ecosystem where he lives. 

A rescue program has to be well defined and professionally run so that landowners can trust that the plant material is used properly. In a rescue agreement, the Society puts its reputation on the line in order to teach members about native plants and the environment, as well as saving the plants and trees that can be saved. To achieve this, the Rescue Committee needs volunteers to train members to identify native plants, to cover legal issues to prevent disputes, to identify appropriate properties and contact landowners, and to document the activities to ensure compliance by all participants. With a more formal program, a property owner can be confident that his land will not profit others, and that his plans will not be affected, since discovery of a protected plant cannot be used to prevent development.

 If you are interested in participating in a program like this contact me at veronica.hawk at gmail.com or 830-438-2678. Since the drought has such a big affect on transplanting, the actual rescues will have to wait until it rains, but in the meantime we can organize and meet to define the best way to save the native plants that we can save and learn about the environment in the process.
Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Update
During times of drought, maple trees show the effects of hot, dry weather by wilting.  They lose their leaves as a drought-survival mechanism so that less tree-moisture is lost through evaporation.  The effects of this year’s exceptional drought can been seen in many of our bigtooth maples.  They are changing color and losing their leaves early.
Drought-stressed trees are adversely affected for one or more subsequent years.  It not only reduces the trees growth process, it also makes tree more vulnerable to insects and disease.    For our maple trees planted in the past two years, we recommend watering every two weeks using a slow drip irrigation method that will help the tree develop a deep root system.  We also recommend deep watering the established trees once a month, including the winter months,  to help them recover from this exceptional drought.

We have received applications for the 2009 Bigtooth Maple Tree Give-Away but will postpone giving out the trees until the water shortage eases.  The weather forecast is for a wetter autumn and winter but we’ll have to wait and see.
We need help watering the trees at the Cibolo Nature Center and at the No. 9 Hike and Bike Trail if this drought does not break.  If you would like to be on the tree watering team, please call or email me.

Suzanne Young at:  830-249-8240 or suzanny2 at aol.com
SUN AWARD (Standing Up for Natives Award)

Debbie Reid was honored this summer with our Chapter’s SUN Award. Debbie has been one of this area’s most innovative and influential stewards of native plants and the general ecosystem.   On July 31, 2009, at a special NPSOT pot luck celebration held at Bill & Kathy Ward’s house, members and guests relayed their personal stories of Debbie’s accomplishments and influence in the native plant arena.  See full article on the NPSOT website or in the Friday, August 14th issue of the Boerne Star, page 20A.

Pictured left to right, TPW -Rufus Stephens and member Bill Woller expound on Debbie’s accomplishments through the years (bottom right Debbie Reid).

NICE! ™ Plant of the Month

Black Dalea (Dalea frutescens), commonly know as black prairie clover is a deciduous, shrubby perennial that grows 1-3 feet tall on dry rocky limestone soils.  It is often found on hillsides among brushy vegetation.  Black Dalea provides food for wildlife and may form masses of small dense magenta and white flowers in late summer and fall.   This is an excellent landscape plant, especially in mass plantings. Use this plant as a groundcover or low border. Prune in the spring to promote flowering, but don’t be too kind.  Over-fertilizing and over-watering may result in weak, leggy stems and reduced flowering.
NOMINEES FOR NEXT YEAR’S CHAPTER LEADERS

The nominations committee has compiled a good slate of chapter officers to serve with Wilt Shaw (current president elect) for next year that includes: Treasurer: Carolyn Estes, Secretary: Cynthia Brown, VP-Programs: Donna Taylor and President-elect: Delmar Cain. This slate of candidates will be voted on at the October meeting. 
Calendar

· Sept. 1 – deadline to vote for Benny J. Simpson Fellows Award.  Several of our chapter members are eligible for this award, which Bill Ward received last year. Links to a list of NPSOT Members Eligible for the 2009 Benny J. Simpson Fellows Award and a ballot are available on the NPSOT state website http://www.npsot.org and click on the “For Members” tab.

· Sept. 4 – Early registration ends for Wildscapes Workshop

· Sept. 4 – Early registration ends for 9th Annual 2009 Texas Plant Conservation Conference  See President’s message above about 25 free registrations. You can also still submit for early registration until Friday, September 4, 2009 at http://www.wildflower.org/tpcc_form/ 

· Sept. 12 –Wildscapes Workshop  GIY: Grow-It-Yourself: perennials, produce and pollinators.  The Fredericksburg chapter will host this workshop on Saturday, September 12, 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM at the Fredericksburg United Methodist Church, 1800 N. Llano St. Cost is $30 for NPSOT members and $35 for non-members before Sept. 13; $40 for late registration. More information is available at http://www.npsot.org/Fredericksburg/workshop.html .
· Sept. 19 – CNC Science in Nature from 10 a.m. to noon (Volunteers needed - see Anne’s note above).
· Sept. 26 – 2009 Boerne NPSOT Tour of Yards (Volunteers needed – see Donna’s note above.)

· Oct. 15-18 - Native Plant Society of Texas Annual Symposium 2009 in Wichita Falls, Texas.  Continue to check the website (www.npsot.org) for details.
Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303
	GARDEN GATE COTTAGE ON EVERGREEN COURT

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	RAINBOW GARDENS

2585 Thousand Oaks

San Antonio

Ronnie Grell, President

210.494.6131


	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	TURF MASTERS

LAWN AND LANDSCAPE

Mark Rohde

830.249.5514

Boerne, TX  78006

www.turfmasterstx.com


	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	Become a Sponsor!


	
	


2009 Texas Plant Conservation Conference

SPONSOR REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 4, 2009

Name: ______________________________________________________

Agency/Affiliation: ____________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ____________ ZIP: _________

Phone number: (______) _____________ FAX: (______) ______________

Email address: ________________________________________________

Fax to:  

2009 TPCC




REGISTRAR




512/232-0156

Email to:

sbrueggerhoff@wildflower.org
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