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Presentation by Molly Keck: Pollinators in our Landscapes - You might be surprised to learn that there are many other important pollinators in our area other than honey bees. There are several different species of bees along with butterflies, beetles, wasps, and even flies that contribute to the beauty of our yards and landscape. This topic will cover the basic pollinators in our gardens and which you should appreciate for their benefits. We will also cover how to encourage pollinators, to help spread the color!

Molly is an Integrated Pest Management Program Specialist with Texas AgriLife Extension in Bexar County. She graduated from Texas A&M University and holds Bachelors and Masters degrees in Entomology. Molly has been working for Texas AgriLife Extension Service since 2005 in her hometown of San Antonio. With Extension, her responsibilities include providing youth entomology programs, Master Gardener trainings, CEU courses for pest control operators, and other educational outreach programs to the public. In addition, she performs various research projects on fire ants and other urban pests. She is married to her high school sweetheart and they have an 18 month old girl, Hannah, who has a slight interest in bugs right now.

President’s Message

It is not hard to believe that she did it again! Suzanne Young, our Maple Momma, has just pulled off another fantastic coup in our epic Bigtooth Maple Giveaway. Seems like whatever she’s involved in –BTM giveaway, CNC Research organizer—she has a charisma that elicits excitement and enthusiasm. Thank you, Suzanne, for all you do, and thanks to all participants, whether it was your first time or your fourth time, who cheerfully strained their muscles—hard work is healthy, you know--and put up with the cool, damp weather to make this year’s giveaway such a great success. Those dedicated folks are: Les Barnes, Kathy Barnes, Paul Barwick, Jan Couch, Betty Dunn, Curtis Heinen, Becky Eterno, Chuck Janzow, C.R.Jones, Bill Mayo, Otis McCracken, Jack Morgan, Wilt Shaw, Glen Sturgis, Donna Taylor, Bill Ward, Carolyn and Stan Walden, Rebecca Yoder and Steve Young. Besides working during the giveaway days, many of these dedicated folks will continue over the next few years as mentors to tree recipients to ensure all the trees will have a prosperous start and survive into the future.

Thanks also to our wonderful supporters, The Lende Foundation, the Cibolo Nature Center, the Boerne Agricultural and Heritage Museum, Keep Boerne Beautiful, the Greater Boerne Chamber of Commerce, and of course all of you wonderful members of the Boerne Native Plant Society.

Recognition goes also to the tree recipients for their continued care and vigilance. Did you see the great fall color this year around Boerne from past years’ plantings? Our trees are growing, displaying the beauty we have all been anticipating!

Happy New Year!

Wilt Shaw
NICE! ™ Plant of the Month

Texas Mountain Laurel (Sophora secundiflora)

Texas Mountain Laurel (aka Mescal Bean) is a slow growing, evergreeen, multi-trunked shrub or small tree, usually growing 6-12 feet, but can reach 30 feet. Foliage is dense, with dark glossy green leaves having 7-15 leaflets. Flowers, clusters of fragrant purple wisteria-like blooms that smell like grape Kool-Aid, appear in early spring. Blooms attract insect pollinators and butterflies. Deer may rub on this plant as with many trees, but will not browse or eat foliage. Woody seed pods develop during summer, with 3-4 coral-red seeds in each pod. Seeds are poisonous to humans and livestock, but the hard seed coat usually prevents children from chewing them. The brilliant red seeds contain the highly poisonous alkaloid cytosine (or sophorine) - this substance is related to nicotine and is widely cited as a narcotic and hallucinogen.
Texas Mountain Laurel typically grows on limestone hills and hillsides in Central and South Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and Mexico. It does well in full sun to part shade/dappled sun in well-drained sites. Alkaline soil is preferred, and acceptable soil types include sand, loam, clay, caliche, and limestone. 
Medicinal use has included pouring the strained liquid from crushed beans boiled in water as a remedy for ear aches. The beans have also been used by Native Americans for a hallucinogenic drug and a narcotic powder. They also made necklaces from the seeds. 
Bigtooth Maples for Boerne Update

2009 Tree Awards

This year we awarded 102 Bigtooth maple trees, many were planted on the entry roads to Boerne as described below. The 2009 tree giveaway was held at the Agricultural and Heritage Museum with a great team of volunteers recognized in the President’s meassage above: 
Six additional maples were planted along Frontage Road at: Jennings Anderson Ford, Boerne Toyota, Boerne Dental, Tilson Homes, and Alamo Fiesta RV Resort. Each of these places received a maple tree last year and reapplied this year. Boerne Dental loves their "Bigtooths" and has already applied for another one for next year.

River Road has two more maples at Watson and Watson Interior at the intersection of Hwy 46 E and Turner Road, just across from River Road Park. Four more Bigtooths are planted along the Cibolo Creek and the new Heart of Boerne Trail.

The new Adler City Park has 5 Bigtooths and Boerne City Cemetery gained another. A dozen more maples are now planted along the No. 9 Hike and Bike Trail, eight of which are around the No. 9 Parking Lot off Esser Road and visible from Hwy 46. Just up Esser Road, we have a very visible maple tree across from the Boerne High School. 

Three more Boerne schools have maples. Hill Country Montessori School on Hwy 46 and Hill Country Day Care Center on Adler Road received one each and Cibolo Creek Elementary adopted three. The 2009-2010 Kindergarten class planted a "Papa Bigtooth", "Mama Bigtooth" and "Baby Bigtooth", and took pictures. When this class graduates the 6th grade in 2016, they will once again take pictures by these trees to see how much everyone, children and trees, has grown.

Look for many more maples on Main Street; some from our giveaway and some purchased by new businesses now under construction. Otis McCracken, Paul Barwick and Kathy Ward scouted a few places and promoted our project. Along North Main, two were added at Security State Bank and one at Stan Bio. South Main Street gained 4 maples at the new United San Antonio Federal Credit Union and Herbst Veterinary Hospital received another tree. St. Helena’s Church in midtown now has a maple tree. Future plans include awarding Bigtooth maples for the new civic campus.

We have many other great locations. Rosewood and Hickman Streets continue to add more trees. Hickman Street is lined with maples on both sides and when the maple leaves put on their fall color, they lead you to the end of the road where your see one of our 2006 Bigtooth maples planted at the Catholic Church. This just happened naturally – neighbors working together to create this beautiful landscape.

The No. 9 Greenway is becoming a Bigtooth Maple Tree Trail and Boerne is on its way to becoming a destination for viewing fall foliage. Donna Taylor continues to update our map with the tree locations that can be found on our chapter website: www.npsot.org/boerne. The 2009 Bigtooth Maple Tree Adoption was a great success and by all accounts we had another significant year! I am looking forward to our next tree giveaway.

Happy Trails,

Suzanne Young
Chapter Doings

January 9 “Ligustrum Blitz” 

Boerne NPSOT chapter is partnering with the city on the Boerne civic campus habitat and riparian restoration project at the new library site. We have made great progress in two outings but there is still a lot of ligustrum to be removed. Our next “blitz” will be Saturday January 9 from 8 AM until you wear out or call it quits, but not later than 12 noon. We need chain saws and operators and one or two people for each chain saw team to pull out the downed limbs and trunks. If you can do either, meet at the city hall parking lot at 402 E Blanco. Bring gloves, chain saws, loppers, bow saws if available, water bottles, appropriate clothing and hats, and energy to help eradicate ligustrum and other invasive plants. Coffee and breakfast tacos will be provided. If it rains, we will try for another yet-to-be determined date. So if you can spare a few hours and need some exercise and fresh air, please join us!

Look forward to seeing you there. 

Carolyn Walden
Demonstration Garden Workday

Weather permitting; we will have a Work Day in the Demonstration Gardens at CNC on the Second Saturday, January 9th from 9:00 - 12:00 AM. We plan to replace a couple of trees and remove some freeze damaged materials. Bring gloves, shovels, rake and clippers. Bring a warm drink, come out and help tidy the gardens. It's a good way to get to know fellow members and breathe some fresh air. Volunteers are needed! Hope to see you there. Later this spring we will also do some work in the Bergheim Fire Station Demonstration Garden - watch for the notice! 
Thanks,

Betty Dunn
Happenings – the Calendar

January
NPSOT Events

January 5 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting – Molly Keck will speak on pollinators. Come at 6:30 to socialize, program starts at 7
January 9 (Saturday) 8 AM – 12 noon Ligustrum Blitz – see above

January 9 (Saturday) 9 AM – 12 noon Demonstration garden work day – see above. Volunteers are needed!
February 

February 2 (Tuesday) 7 PM. Chapter meeting Come at 6:30 to socialize, program starts at 7.
.
To find out about activities and workshops with other organizations call or visit their websites:

Cibolo Nature Center (830.249.4616)

http://www.cibolo.org/calendar
Master Naturalist:


San Antonio, Alamo Chapter


www.alamomasternaturalist.org  
Kerrville, Hill Country Chapter


www.hillcountrymasternaturalist.org
Friends of Friedrich Wilderness Park (210.372.9124)
Medina River Natural Area Second Saturday Programs (210.624.2575) 
For more information or to RSVP for any event please contact by telephone. Website:  www.sanaturalareas.org
· Our meetings are free and open to the public.  Join us the first Tuesday of the month, January-June and September-December, at 6:30 p.m. at the Cibolo Nature Center, Boerne, Texas.

Our Sponsors

Please support the following businesses that sponsor our newsletter

	A LITTLE

NATURE STORE

106 E. Theissen St.

Boerne

830-249-2281
	BERGMANN LUMBER CO.

236 S. Main

Boerne

830-249-2712

830-816-2193
	FANICK’S GARDEN CENTER

1025 Holmgreen

San Antonio

210-648-1303
	GARDEN GATE COTTAGE ON EVERGREEN COURT

Rebecca Rogers. Proprietor www.BoerneReservations.com
Boerne, Texas 78006

830-248-1136

Toll Free 1-866-366-3809

	HILL COUNTRY AFRICAN VIOLETS & NURSERY
32005 IH 10W

Boerne

830-249-2614
	RAINBOW GARDENS

2585 Thousand Oaks

San Antonio

Ronnie Grell, President

210.494.6131


	REMAX

ASSOCIATES-BOERNE
Bob Bockholt, GRI

309 Water Street, Boerne

830-816-2660,

Free 800-455-1551
	TURF MASTERS

LAWN AND LANDSCAPE

Mark Rohde

830.249.5514

Boerne, TX  78006

www.turfmasterstx.com


	STONE & SOIL DEPOT INC.
26923 IH 10 West

Boerne, TX

210.687.1005
	Become a Sponsor!
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