
Caddo Wildflower Chapter  

Greg Grant is a horticulturist, 
naturalist, garden writer, and 
plant developer from Arcadia, 
Texas.  He is co-author of 
Home Landscaping-Texas (2004) 
and The Southern Heirloom Gar-
den (1995) and writes the popu-
lar òIn Gregõs Gardenó column 
for Texas Gardener magazine. 
He currently serves as a re-
search associate at the Stephen 
F. Austin State University 
Pineywoods Native Plant Cen-
ter in Nacogdoches.  He will 
be encouraging us to use native 
plants in a talk entitled 
òGardening with the Birds and 
Bees...Saving the Planet One Yard 
at a Time.ó 

He has degrees in floriculture 
and horticulture, both from 
Texas A&M University, and 
has attended post-graduate 
classes at Louisiana State Uni-
versity, North Carolina State 

University and Stephen F. Aus-
tin State University. He has 
experience as a horticulturist at 
Mercer Arboretum and San 
Antonio Botanical Gardens, an 
instructor at Stephen F. Austin 
and Louisiana state universi-
ties, an award-winning horti-
culturist with the Texas Agri-
cultural Extension Service, 
director of research and devel-
opment at Lone Star Growers 
and on the staff of Naconiche 
Gardens and The Antique 
Rose Emporium. 

Greg has introduced a number 
of successful new plants to the 
Texas nursery industry includ-
ing: Blue Princess and Pin-
wheel Princess verbenas, Gold 
Star esperanza, Laura Bush and 
VIP petunias, John Fanick 
phlox, Stars and Stripes pentas, 
Pamõs Pink honeysuckle, Le-
Compte and Salinas pink vitex, 

Henry and Augusta Deulberg 
sages, Big Momma and Pam 
Puryear Turkõs Cap, Mary 
Helen Fredel crossvine, and 
the Marie Daly and Nacogdo-
ches roses. 

He has traveled extensively to 
hundreds of botanical gardens 
throughout the United States 
and Europe and has given over 
1,000 entertaining lectures. He 
is a graduate of the Benz 
School of Floral Design, a 
member of the Garden Writers 
Association of America, and a 
lifetime member of the Native 
Plant Society of Texas, the 
Southern Garden History Soci-
ety and the Big Thicket Asso-
ciation. His garden and farm 
have been featured in a num-
ber of books, magazines and 
newspapers including Texas 
Gardener, Womanõs Day and 
The Dallas Morning News. 

Greg Grant To Address Chapter Kickoff  Meeting 

One of our on-going activities 

at each chapter meeting will be 

working together to identify 

any òMystery Plantsó youõve 

found in your yard or nearby 

woods (no houseplants please). 

Weõll use our reference books 

mentioned at the top of this 

page (and of course your previ-

ous experience) during the 

identification process. 

This should be an exciting 

activity to look forward to each 

meeting and provide valuable 

training for any future field 

work. 

Mystery Plant Identification Program 
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Meeting  

 

Tuesday, June 17th  

7:00 PM  

 

Bowie -Cass Electric 
Coop Mabel Morris 

Building  

Douglasville TX  

 

MONTHLY MEETING DAY AND TIME HAS CHANGED TO THE THIRD TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH ð 7:00 PM 

Because of conflicts with the original plan to meet each month on the fourth Tuesday, we will meet each month on the third 

Tuesday, 7:00 PM at the Bowie-Cass Electric Coop Mabel Morris Building in Douglasville (See page 4 for directions). 

Do you know this native plant?    
(Photo-LBrown) 



Plant of  the Month Review 

What Happened To My Wildflowers ??? 

Whatõs Blooming This Month? 

Photo: LBJWC 

Clematis crispa                

Purple Leatherflower                   

Ranunculaceae      

(Buttercup Family) 

 (LBJWC  plant database) 

Leather-flower is an herba-
ceous, perennial vine climbing 
to 10 ft. by means of twining 
petioles. Leaves are opposite, 
divided into 3ð5 pairs of leaf-
lets that are marked on the 
underside by a prominent, 
raised network of veins. Flow-
ers are nodding, on long, slen-
der stems from the leaf axil. 

They are dull-purple to brick-
red on the outside; dark purple, 
red, or greenish white on the 
inside. The 4 sepals are petal-
like, thick, and united at the 
base; they are recurved or only 
lightly spreading near the tip; 
petals are absent; stamens 
many; pistils many 

The interesting flowers of 
Clematis pitcheri are long last-
ing. The plant is fairly heat and 
drought-tolerant. It dies to the 
ground in fall. 

Soil Description: Moist, well-
drained soils. Limestone-based, 
Sandy, Sandy Loam, Medium 
Loam, Clay Loam, Clay  
Conditions Comments: 
Thick, succulent, urn-shaped 
petals (which are really sepals) 
give purple leatherflower its 
name. The seeds have fluffy 
tails radiating out like a star-
burst. Stems of purple leather-
flower are brittle and should be 
supported or tied to a trellis. s: 
Purple leatherflower has brittle 
stems and should be supported 
or tied to a trellis. 

 

We have previously discussed 

the Texas Department of 

Transportation mowing con-

tract.  The pictures to the right 

tell my story.  Watch upcoming 

newsletter issues for more de-

tails on what happened and 

chapter plans to try and work 

with TDOT on future contract 

timing. 
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Photo:  LBJWC 

Horsemint - Monarda punctata 

(Photo:  LBJWC) 

Indian Blanket - Gaillardia pul-

chella  (Photo:  LBJWC) 

Cutleaf Daisy - Engelmannia pin-

nanfida  (Photo:  LBJWC) 

Spiderwort - Tradescantia occiden-

talis (Photo:  LBJWC) 

 

An earlier photo of 200 yard stretch 

of wildflowers  (Photo:  LBrown) 

And then the contract mowers ap-

peared  (Photo:  LBrown) 

Recent photo of the earlier wildflow-

ers location  (Photo:  LBrown 


