
Caddo Wildflower Chapter  

Charles Snowden, District 

Conservationist for the USDA 

Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service visited with Caddo 

Wildflower Chapter members 

at the monthly meeting in Sep-

tember.   

Charles has been in federal 

service for 33 years and has 

been the District Conserva-

tionist in Linden for Cass and 

Marion Counties since 1982. 

He has a Bachelor of Science 

degree in forestry from the 

University of Tennessee. 

As Charles discussed native 

trees and shrubs with chapter 

members, he showed the group 

numerous examples.  He also 

alerted the audience to various  

species that are considered 

invasive.  He rounded out an 

educational evening with a 

multiple handout presentation 

of the Texas Tree Selector 

portion of the Texas Tree 

Planting Guide housed on the 

Texas A&M web site at http://

texastreeplanting.tamu.edu .  

Quick choices can be made 

using the òExpressó feature. 

Tree, Opposite Leaves, Red Berries ??                             
- - Charles Snowden Leads The Discovery 

The Caddo Wildflower Chap-

ter will hold itõs first annual 

native plant sale on Saturday, 

November 8 at a location to be 

announced.  This first yearõs 

sale will be open to chapter 

members only with expansion 

to the public next year.  Mark 

your calendars and Go Native! 

Caddo Wildflower Chapter Native Plant Sale  
- - Open Only To Chapter Members This First Year 
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Next Chapter 

Meeting  

 

Tuesday, Oct 21st  

7:00 PM  

 

Bowie -Cass Electric 
Coop Mabel Morris 

Building  

Douglasville TX  

(See page 4 for directions)  

 

Larry Brown, from the NPSOT Caddo Wildflower Chapter will be our guest speaker for this monthõs 

meeting on Oct 21st at 7 p.m.  His presentation will be òWildflowers - - Planning and Planting For          

Success.ó  Please see page 3, first column for a reminder prior to the meeting. 

Charles Snowden holds up one of the many examples of native trees and 

shrubs he discussed during the September chapter meeting.  (Photo - LBrown)  

Karen Tromya plans to have Parsley Leaf Hawthorn for sale. 

The Parsley Hawthorn 
(Crataegus marshallii) is generally 
described as a Perennial Tree or 
Shrub. Native to the U.S., its 
most active growth period is in 
Spring and Summer . It has 
green deep lobed foliage and 
conspicuous white flowers and 
red fruits or seeds. 



Plant of  the Month Review - 

What I Wish Was Blooming - - - Think Spring !!   

Whatõs Blooming In The Piney Woods? 

Photo: LBJWC 

Commelina erecta 
Erect Dayflower  
 
Commelinaceae  (Spiderwort 
Family) 
 
USDA Symbol: COER 

USDA Native Status: Native 
to U.S. 

The soft, jointed stems of this 
perennial grow upright only if 
supported by other plants. 
Usually they lie on the ground 
and grow up to 3 ft. long. The 
ephemeral flowers, about 1 in. 

across, have two larger, showy, 
blue petals and one much 
smaller white petal. Flowers 
with 2 large, ear-like, blue pet-
als and one smaller petal 
bloom in small clusters, in a 
bract, at the top of several 
erect branches. They only 
bloom for a day, but there are 
several buds on a plant that 
open 3-4 days apart. The prin-
cipal leaves are linear to some-
what lance-shaped. 

This is a highly variable spe-
cies. The Spanish name means 
herb of the (cooked) chicken.     

Growing Conditions  
Light Requirement: Part 
Shade  
Soil Moisture: Dry  
Soil Description: Dry, sandy 
soils.  
Conditions Comments: Com-
melina erecta can be grown from 
seed or transplanted tubers. Its 
flower is a beautiful medium 
blue, most frequently seen in 
spring or fall but occasionally 
occurring in July and August. It 
is well suited to naturalized 
mass plantings in meadows or 
by wooded areas; beware that 
the plant can become invasive.  
Well suited to naturalized mass 

Since we are nearing the end of 

the active blooming season for 

wildflowers; in coming months 

until spring, I will modify this 

article as shown below.  It will 

follow Geyata Ajilvsgiõs major 

four color breakout in her 

wildflower guide so we can 

continue to be exposed to na-

tive plant information for the 

Northeast òPiney Woodsó 

region  throughout the cold, 

dormant season. 

P a g e  2  Ca d d o  W i ld f low er  Ch a pt er  V o lu m e  1 ,  I s sue  5  

Photo:  LBJWC 

Golden Aster (Heterotheca subaxil-

laris)                  (Photo:  D Mabus) 

Tickseed Sunflower (Bidens aris-

tosa)                  (Photo:  D Mabus) 

Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardi-

nalis)                  (Photo:  D Mabus) 

Red-Pink Flowers - Swanflower 
(Aristolochia erecta)            (Photo:  LBJWC) 

Blue-Purple Flowers - Low Ruellia 
(Ruellia humilis)                  (Photo:  LBJWC) 

White-Green Flowers - Wapato 
(Sagittaria latifolia)            (Photo:  LBJWC) 

Yellow-Orange Flowers - Golden 

Alexanders (Zizia aurea)  (Photo:  LBJWC) 

http://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?family=Asteraceae&newsearch=true
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/search.php?family=Asteraceae&newsearch=true
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=COCO13

