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 NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF TEXAS

Collin County               Information Brochure
The Native Plant Society of Texas was founded in 1980 for the purpose of protecting the State’s botanical legacy. Its mission is to promote the conservation, research and utilization of the native plants and plant habitats of Texas, through education, outreach and example.

NPSOT is a not-for-profit, publicly supported membership organization. It is funded primarily by annual dues, and by individual and corporate contributions and foundation grants.

At the community level, there are more than twenty-five NPSOT chapters across Texas. These chapters form a network of semi-autonomous groups, each with independently planned activities open to members and to the general public. The State Board is composed of representatives from all chapters with its officers elected by the membership.
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Goals

To educate both its members and the general public, and to foster a greater awareness and understanding of our native flora;


To preserve rare and endangered species and their habitats;


To encourage landscaping with appropriate native plants, for their beauty, ease of maintenance, and water-conserving qualities;


To protect, conserve and restore native plants threatened by development;


To encourage the responsible propagation of native plants;

To promote an appreciation and understanding of current, historical and potential uses of native plants.

Newsletter 


All NPSOT members receive a subscription to the Native Plant Society of Texas NEWS. Published four times per year, it features original articles on a range of subjects of potential interest to our members: gardening with native species, destinations within Texas special for their native plants, non-technical research papers by eminent plant scientists, propagation notes, news about public programs relating to natives.


The NEWS also includes a calendar of local, regional and national events, book reviews, and a resource list of nurseries and landscape professionals across the state specializing in native plants.

Annual Meeting



A highlight of the year is the annual members’ meeting, held each October in a different vegetational region of Texas. In addition to the regular business meeting, and educational symposium is featured, celebrating the unique flora of that region. An awards banquet, exhibitions, seminars, and field trips within the area complete the weekend program.

MEMBERSHIP
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We invite you to participate as a member of the Native Plant Society of Texas. Membership is open to any individual, family, or organization. Membership is renewable annually, and extends for a year from the date we receive your original payment.

If you wish to join, please contact us. 

Native Plant Society of Texas

P.O. Box 3017, Fredericksburg, Texas 78624

830/997-9272

www.npsot.org
(__) Student



$15.00

(__) Senior (Age 65)


$20.00

(__) Senior Couple (One must be 65)
$30.00

(__) Individual



$25.00

(__) Couple/Family


$40.00

(__)Group



$50.00

(__)Patron


             $100.00

(__)Benefactor


             $250.00

(__) Supporting

      
             $500.00

(__) Corporate Sponsor

           $1000.00

(__) Lifetime Membership (incl. couples)     $1000.00

Name _____________________________________

Address  ___________________________________

City _____________________ State __ Zip _______

County ________________ Phone ______________

Chapter Affiliation __________________________

Email* ____________________________________

See the Collin County Chapter website at www.npsot.org/collincounty


The native plants of Texas – valued throughout history for practical uses, as food, fiber, shelter, fuel, folk remedies – are increasingly appreciated for their aesthetic qualities, and acknowledged as an ecologically significant resource.
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Black Land Prairie
Collin County and surrounding counties is a mixed/tall grass prairie. Named for its dark soil, the black land prairie once covered 12 million acres, a 9th of the north American continent, now less than 5000 acres remain. 

Collin County became very productive agriculturally in the late nineteenth century growing primarily cotton. Now 95% of the prairie has been plowed leaving few remnants.

A typical untouched hundred acre plot would have about 300 species of plants. These different plants and plant groupings have different and useful functions. Replacing these with monocultures and non natives take a tremendous toll; replacing native flora, endangering some species, increase of water consumption and monotony.   
Climate

Temperatures may drop 50 degrees in a matter of hours or stay over 100 degrees for days at a time. Rain on the black land prairie generally peaks in May, with a smaller peak in September/October. These peaks along with moderate temperatures during these months promote seed germination and plant growth.

On average, Dallas is about 7 degrees colder than San Antonio and 1 degree hotter in August.


Plants native to Collin county have ‘ready made’ genetic factors insuring greater probability for success in surviving weather extremes, difficult soils and local insect problems.  


Using natives, you are working with mother nature by using plants she put here 100’s or thousands of years ago.



Native Plants

Texas has the largest adaptable collection of plants on the North American continent. It has the third largest number of native species of any state and some are not found any place else. In the 773 miles from east to west there is an average rainfall as high as 59.2 inches in Orange and as low as 7.8 inches in El Paso. 


Of the 5000 plants that are native to Texas, only about 2500 can be used as domestic landscape ornamentals. Of those, 250 to 300 are excellent for the Collin County area.

Native plants use various adaptive mechanisms. Folding up leaves on hot afternoons and unfolding them the next morning. Deep root systems store food and water. Barbs and spines defend them and toxic chemicals repel grazing animals.

Native plants usually do not require fertilizer. Applying fertilizer could chemically burn them or stimulate lush foliage growth with few flowers.

It is always best to purchase native plants that are nursery grown. A container grown plant has its complete root system and is much more likely to survive than a plant dug from the wild. Plants locally grown may be less expensive because they do not have to be shipped from other areas.

Geology

Geology determines the topography and soil type of an area.  Beneath the black land clay, Austin Chalk, composed primarily of calcium carbonate; results in an alkaline soil.

Plants from the far west such as California may rot in the summer since rain falls in the wintertime there and not in the summer.

Plants from Arizona and Mexico may freeze here and some plants from the North or Eastern parts of the U.S. don’t do well since they come from acid soils.

Soil

The Black land prairie, with its alkaline ph, is primarily clay and generally more fertile than sandy or silty soil. 

Clay soil also shrinks and swells with 

changes in moisture. This expansion and contraction 

of clay soil causes hogwallows to form. These 

hogwallows, or depressions, can hold water and create very different vegetation areas at the bottom and at the top of the hogwallow.

Native plants are already adapted to the soil and can survive with the normal amount of available rainfall in our area.


Landscaping with native plants, no matter the scale of the project, can conserve water and other natural resources.

About half of our urban water consumption goes for landscape irrigation, thus plants able to thrive on rainfall are important tools of water conservation. 

Demonstration Gardens/Local Examples

Heard Museum 

Clymer Meadow 

Park Hill Prairie

Paul Mathews Prairie

Frisco City Hall

Allen City Hall

City of Plano Environmental Discovery Garden

Holifield Science Learning Center

Arbor Hills Nature Preserve
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