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From the President---------------------------------------
    The Natives are restless.  the things in our yard are struggling to get out of the ground.  some think spring has sprung and others are not sure. hope this finds you all well, and starting to enjoy spring in Texas.  the lady banks are blooming, and the weeds are growing fastest of all.

   To bring everybody up to date about the behind the scene activities:

    First of all, please participate in the photo album.  VP Jan Daniels will be handling the details.  see the outline for the project in this newsletter.  this will be one way for folks to see that native does not mean just cactus and rocks. It will demonstrate that everyday people can do the simple things that lead to native gardening. 

     Second, more and more I am so thankful for the wealth of knowledge and spirit of cooperation within our membership.  we are striving to come up with ways to use but not abuse our members.  the members helping members program is progressing.  we had a committee meeting and are getting details in place.  more on this at the meeting on the 12th.

    Third, we are getting more information together about what needs to transpire for plant rescue to be affective.

     We would appreciate someone handling the sign up for refreshments at the meetings.  if you can handle this task, please contact me.

   Once again, thanks to all those folks volunteering their time to make this chapter a success.  my hat is off to all of you.  you guys make me look real good (like I know what I am doing). 
Duane Smith
CROSS TIMBERS MEETINGS
APRIL 12th  2007

We will meet at the Harberger Hill

Community Building  701 Narrow St.  in

Weatherford, Texas 6:30 P.M.-Social

Come to Order at 7:00 P.M.

Second Thursday of the Month

 except July-Aug & Dec.

WEBSITES & LINKS

www.nativeplantsoftexas.org

texasstar.org

crosstimbers@npsot.org

npsot.org

nativeplant.org
FROM THE STATE-------------

     NPSOT annual symposium, in Georgetown,

on Oct 18 thru 21 2007

     To retrieve the Newsletter from the State website at www.npsot.org  map of the Chapters. Select @ open with MS Word

Meeting Minutes for March 8th , 2007---------------
Program: Larry Schaapveld, Urban Forestry Consultant who is retired after 30 years with the Texas Forest Service, gave a talk on the history,growth, and care of trees.  Topics included pruning, climate, and tree types.  Questions followed and everyone agreed it was very informative.

     Old Business: A committee was formed to establish guidelines for our Members helping Members project.  Meeting date is March 13 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Diane Bleau.  Members include Diane as well as Duane Smith, Charlotte Edmiston, Jackie Brock, and Lee Ann Nave.

        A coordinator and volunteers are needed to bring refreshments to our meeting each month.  A sign up sheet will be on the table at back.

New Business: NPSOT state board meeting will be held in April. 
     The Botanic Garden Plant Sale will be March 31 from 9-2.  An Earthkind Short course will be held at Clark Gardens on April 7 from 11-4 p.m.  Cost is 37.50. Future meetings will be announced at our our monthly meeting as well as in the newsletter.

Speaker for April 12th will be from Carroll Stone & Rock Inc.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: Duane Smith 817-220-8668 
whatwewanted@netzero.net
VICE PRESIDENT:Jan Daniels
SECRETARY: Kate Measures 

TREASURER: Linda Morgan 

lmorgan342@skywi.com
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Homer Babbitt

 hlbabbit@swbell.net
HOSPITALITY PERSON: open

EDITOR: Jerry Reedy

 gdreedy@sbcglobal.net
PARKER CO. POOR FARM TOUR

       NPSOT Members are invited to come with MGs to tour the Poor Farm at 1 p.m. on Friday, Mar. 30th.  Sorry it's a day when you work, but maybe you and your wife can take 1/2 day off.
    Com. Jim Webster will give history, but the really interesting part is that several members of the biologist team I told you about will be instructing about plants, soils, etc., and importance of setting this property aside as a green space for residents.   John Davis (Tx Parks & Wildlife) and Don Wilhelm (U.S. Fish & Wildlife) will be there for sure, and other team members if their schedules permit.  

      Master Naturalists are also invited.  Hope to have a big group to tour this 266-acre property.  The highest point gives a view for 50 miles - beautiful place to see on (hopefully) the scheduled date.

     If you know how many plan to attend, would appreciate knowing because we'll need pickups to haul all around.  Roads are rough in spots.  Not really accessible by small cars. Hope to see you there,

Carol Ann Stroud
PHOTO RECORD PROJECT

      All members of Cross Timbers are asked to participate in a photo record of their yard in progressing stages.  We want each member to take three photos of their yard in the following stages.

First Stage-Now

Dominant – ugly – real

Second Stage-Early Summer

Beginning blooms and mature beds in flower

Third Stage-Fall

Late Fall – some blooming – some mature seeding states...We have a scrapbook that the club has provided and a sheet will be designated to each member for placing the nine (9) photos of their property on display.  Please do not wait until your yard is in perfect condition.  We want a photo record of where you really are and where you really live.

     We will have a public display record of honest, actual existing stages our landscapes have come from and through – to show new members who feel they don’t “measure up” yard wise.  We will have actual flowers to show people who think that the “natural way” is neither acceptable nor beautiful.  We can all learn from one another and even club members will be inspired by the photos from other yards.

      We may even be inspired to do “on site visits” to some of the yards predicated on the photo journal and the inspiring, unique way some of the artistic venues are displayed.

       At the end of the growing season, every member will be asked to donate one natural plant or seeds for same.  All of these will be given in a package deal to the one member whose name is drawn.  Only members who participate in the photo contest will be allowed to enter their name in the drawing.  IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES.

       I for one can’t wait.  I am going to dust off my camera right this minute.  Get those cameras clicking and let’s see how many pages we can begin right away.  Lots of luck to all who participate.
       I will furnish drinks and some light desert for those coming to my property in June.  

Jan Daniels  V.P.
Native, Perennial, Warm-Season, Herbaceous Legumes for the Cross Timbers

     Native warm-season herbaceous legumes from the Texas Cross Timbers are potentially useful for native prairie and woodland restoration, deer plots, goat browse, and cattle pastures. These native legumes provide food and protection for wildlife; they also increase forage quality for livestock during the warm season  At present, native warm-season herbaceous legumes are not being widely seeded in rangelands and cultivated pastures to compliment native and introduced grasses.

   . Summer pasture forage quality for this region is often insufficient to meet the nutritional needs of livestock and wildlife. Legumes are known for improving soil fertility by fixing atmospheric nitrogen and producing forage with high protein content  Legumes can also have double the CP concentration of grasses without the need for expensive N fertilizers

     Check out these legumes  native to the Texas Cross Timbers

1) Illinois bundle-flower 'Sabine' (Desmanthus illinoensis),

2)  Tweedy’s tick-clover (Desmodium tweedyi),

3)  Nuttall’s tick-clover (Desmodium nuttallii),

4)  American snout-bean (Rhynchosia americana)

5)  Texan snout-bean (Rhynchosia senna var. texana)

6)  Downy milk-pea (Galactia volubilis),

7)  Tall bush-clover (Lespedeza stuevei),

8)  Velvet bundle-flower(Desmanthus velutinus),

9)  Sharp-pod bundle-flower (Desmanthus acuminatus),

10)  Prairie bundle-flower(Desmanthus leptolobus),

11)  Yellow puff neptunia (Neptunia lutea),

12)  Tropical neptunia  (Neptunia pubescens),

13)  Trailing bush-clover (Lespedeza procumbe

14)  Prairie acacia (Acacia angustissima),

15)  Scarlet-pea (Indigofera miniata var. leptosephala),

16)  Sabine and showy partridge-pea (Chamaecrista fasciculata)

      If wildlife enthusiasts and those purely interested in re-establishing native prairie and woodland bio-diversity show an interest, there may be a huge market for these native Texas legumes in the near future.  REF.tamu.edu Forage Research in Texas 2004. CPR-5267
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