Question and answer section and
tip corner

In the Winter when mice are every where---they will burrow
under your mulch and eat the trunks of young trees. Always
pull the mulch back several inches from any tree trunk or
any plant. You can put simple screen wire around the trunk
of young trees (bury it in the soil an inch or so) and secure
with light wire run through the two edges of the wire where
they come together. This prevents the mice from chewing
and keeps the tree from being impacted by the protection.

When you have wood ashes you can add them to your
compost pile. You can also add them sparingly to your soil.
Apply no more than once every two or three years at a rate
of 25 pounds per 1,000 square feet.

Why should we worry about whether we have frogs or not?

The frog has been likened to the Canary in the coal mine.
They are a species that are particularly vulnerable to
environmental toxins. Atrazine is sprayed on corn fields to
control weeds. Atrazine has caused a reduction in male
hormones in frogs.Atrazine coverts testosterone to estrogen -
the same enzyme found in humans - leading to speculation
about a connection between Atrazine and diseases associated
with hormone levels including breast cancer - prostrate
cancer. With even more land being converted to corn
growing - we need to wake up and stop the pesticide usage
before we can't control the results.

A Mystery That Still Haunts The Calumet Region

There 1s an elusive buried treasure in Calumet prairies.
A strange tiny flowering plant called "Thismia
Americana". This plant has not been seen since 1916
and then nowhere outside the Chicago Wilderness.
Thismia Americana was a mystery right from its
discovery. Thismia fed on fungi that grew in its roots
instead of from the sun. It spent most of the year
underground. In midsummer, a tiny tube-like flower
punched upward and inch or so. Only the upper quarter
actually emerged from the soil. It had three petals linked
at the top of the tube, leaving arch-like entries for small
insects to pollinate. Lacking chlorophyll, the entire plant
was smooth and translucent white, with hints of pale
blue-green stripes that deepened at the tip of the flower.
The blossoms seeded by September and withered, and
the plant disappeared underground for another year.

A teacher, named Norma Pfeiffer was collecting plants
to show her students from a low wet prairie near
Torrence Avenue in Chicago.. She saw the tiny pearl of
a Thismia flower in moist soil shaded by goldenrod,
swamp milkweed, irises and black-eyed Susans. Norma
took a specimen back to the university botany faculty
and stumped the entire university with the little plant.
She was a graduate student at the University of Chicago
and she wrote her dissertation on the little plant,
becoming the school's youngest PH.D in 1914,

Norma collected specimens for five seasons, linking the
little flower to a family of non-chlorophyllic plants from
rainforests of the Southern Hemisphere.

Thismia' s nearest relative, the fairy lantern, grows only
in Australia, New Zealand, and Tasmania; but Thismia
Americana has never been found outside the Calumet
area. How such an isolated population arrived here
remains a mystery. No one has seen a living Thismia
Americana since 916.
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Wow!!! Seven new visitors. Eileen has done a super job as
Public Relations getting out our meeting and speaker information.
Accolades to her. Keep up the good work - it is paying off.

With the weather - who knows what we should be doing in the
garden at this time of the year. My plants and bees and butterflies
are so confused they are carrying on as if it were Spring. The
plants are blooming - the bees are buzzing and eating and the
butterflies are flitting about as if they knew what they are doing.

We had a State meeting and | was unable to attend. Personal
problems prevented me from being there. Hopefully the next
meeting | can attend in person.

| would like to publicly thank all who pitched in and helped me with
the meeting prepration last month. It take all of us to make this
thing work. Each of you are important in our being successful. If
you have not joined hands with us - please feel free to jump in and
assist. The more hands the better we will be.
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Vice President Eileen Porter
Secretary Trica Hopkins
Treasurer Linda Morgan
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FEATURED PLANT OF THE MONTH

Viburmum dentatum ‘S, nueuvedr

This native is easy to grow and long-lived.

Three seasons of beauty! Blooms, birds and full
foliage.

Cultivar name: Synnestvedt. A native shrub loved by
birds and humans alike. This viburnum has creamy -
white blooms in 3: clusters - plus berries for the birds

to eat and then lovely Fall foliage.

It blooms mid-summer followed by small blue-black
berries that songbirds crave. In Autumn the toothed
leaves turn beautiful shades of deep red and purple.

This shrub reaches 8 to 10 feet high and wide. Adapts
easily to zones 4-8. Grows in part shade to full sun.
Likes well drained and rather moist soil. Will grow in

sand - poor soil-normal soil-lomy soil or clay.

It 1s a free bloomer and the butterflies love 1t as well.
The shrub tends to mound up in growth pattern. It is
heat tolerant and disease resistant.

It can be grown 1n single spaces or in a colony. Very

impressive







