MINUTES OF THE 19 APRIL 2010 MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Jane Crone called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

Present were Beverly Allen, Jane Crone, Maggie Livings, Pat McCormick, Mike Mangum, Darlene  Stewart, and Glenn Thompson.

The minutes of the March 22nd meeting were approved with one correction. April 17th had been specified as the date for the Plant Sale; this should have been April 10th.

Secretary Glenn Thompson reported that the most current minutes of board meetings will be posted on the Chapter's website from now on. Also, Fredericksburg Chapter members will be able to check out materials from the NPSOT State Library in the State Office. Plans are to extend this service to other Chapters in the future through a mail service.

Treasurer Mike Mangum reported a combined total of $17,332.88 in the Chapter's checking and savings accounts. 
Vice-President and Program Director Pat McCormick indicated that Larry Fagarason will present a program on Native Texas Cacti at the April 27th meeting of the general membership. This program was rescheduled after bad weather forced the cancellation of the February meeting. 

The May Chapter meeting will consist of a picnic at Vernon Frost's home at 1096 Middle Creek Road, just north of Fredericksburg. The scheduled date and time is May 15th at 5:00 p.m. The picnic will be potluck; the Chapter will provide paper products, plastic cutlery, and drinks (probably water and iced tea). Mr. Frost has serving tables. Members will be asked to RSVP by May 8th and to bring their own chairs.

Nothing has been scheduled for the June 29th meeting; Patty Pastor will be contacted to see if she will present a program on Ethno Botany.

The Directors discussed possible ideas and sources for programs; these included Bill Carr at the Nature Conservancy, Jim Schonaerts (weeds and invasive plants), Jim and Jennifer McBride, Kim Bacon (solitary bees), Texas Parks & Wildlife, a local resident who is studying vernal pools on Enchanted Rock, and Jim Stanley and his wife Priscilla. A survey will be taken at a meeting in an attempt to obtain other ideas. 
Youth Involvement & Community Outreach Director Beverly Allen discussed plans for summer programs that will be undertaken in conjunction with the Boys & Girls Clubs. One activity a week (e.g., photography) will be coordinated with a field trip. All activities will be held on Club grounds; participants will not walk to the Markplatz for any activity this year. Each class will be limited to ten boys and girls, to enable an adequate provision of supplies and adult supervision. Completed projects will be retained and exhibited at the Gillespie County Fair; they will be returned to their creators after the Fair. Projects may be exhibited during Native Plant Week in October. There has been no communication with private schools regarding these plans. 

Planning continues for installing square-foot gardens outside of the Primary Rooms at the Fredericksburg Elementary School. The project will be submitted to the Principal in writing and an Eagle Scout needs to be identified to undertake the installation. The gardens will be planted primarily with vegetables. 

Nothing has been planned for Earth Day. 
There was considerable discussion regarding possible educational opportunities that the Chapter might sponsor.

Membership Director Darlene Stewart stated that applications had been received from six new members and that there were a number of inquiries about membership during the Plant Sale on April 10th. A unknown number of booklets were sold at the Plant Sale.
Maggie Livings, Director of Gardens, indicated that the gardens are coming along nicely. Dirt still is needed to fill in the pond at the Pioneer Museum garden. The Plant Sale was successful; approximately a dozen plants remain and they will be made available to members at the next meeting for donations, Having identification tags for the plants at the Plant Sale was helpful. A Tree Sale is being considered for the fall.

A Field Trip is planned for May 10th at Delmar Cain's Spring Creek Ranch. Participants will gather in front of the NPSOT State Office and carpool. Field Trip Director Stephanie Sutton will send an email providing specific details.

Wildscapes Workshop Director Lynn Sample will be conducting a second planning session during the last week of April. A precise day and time haven't been announced.
The Tenth Annual Texas Plant Conservation Conference will be conducted on September 15, 16, and 17, 2010, at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin. U.S. Secretary Lee Salazar will be the keynote speaker. The Fredericksburg Chapter's Board of Directors voted unanimously to help sponsor the event with a donation of $500.00.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Glenn Thompson, Secretary
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