MINUTES OF THE 21 JUNE 2010 MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Jane Crone called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

Present were Beverly Allen, Jane Crone, Maggie Livings, Mike Mangum, Lynn Sample, Darlene Stewart, and Glenn Thompson

The minutes of the April 19th meeting were approved as distributed via Email, with one correction. In the eighth paragraph, "Jim and Jennifer McBride" was changed to "Mike and Jennifer McBride."

Treasurer Mike Mangum reported that a $170 rebate on membership dues had been received from the state organization. 
The Board of Directors approved a motion to remove Mike Mangum's name from the signatory card at the JP Morgan Chase Bank and to replace it with Pat McCormick's name.

President Jane Crone changed the order of the agenda to present a pressing issue of new business. For several years, the Fredericksburg Chapter has stored items at NPSOT's State Office and used the State Office's Conference Room for BOD meetings. The Gillespie County Historical Society has experienced a severe lack of funds and has raised the rent on the building housing the State Office, effective July 1st. The NPSOT State Board of Directors has scheduled a conference call to deal with this issue. Because it is in the best interests of the Fredericksburg Chapter to keep the State Office in Fredericksburg, the Board of Directors approved the following motion: "I move we transfer the $1,000 in the 2010 budget under the Gillespie Historical Society donation line item to NPSOT to be used as rent money in the sum of $100 a month. Should NPSOT decide to no longer rent the building, any remaining money shall be donated to the Gillespie Country Historical Society." President Crone will work with NPSOT Executive Secretary Pam Middleton to effect this transfer.
President Crone announced that Priscilla Stanley will present a program on Native Plants for Hill Country Landscaping at the June 29th meeting. The program for the July 27th meeting will deal with The Westcave Preserve and will be presented by John Ahrens.
Beverly Allen, Director of Youth Involvement and Community Outreach, reported that the summer activity scheduled for the Hill Country Boys' and Girls' Club will not take place as planned. An attempt will be made to undertake a program in the fall with this organization. Ms. Allen will also explore similar programs with local Boy Scout and Girl Scout groups.
A members' class on gardening tools is scheduled for June 24th and a class on water features is scheduled for July 19th

Director of Membership Darlene Stewart reported that the current membership is 134; this figure includes seven new members and two transfers from other chapters. Twelve individuals who were members in 2009 have not renewed their memberships and will be sent reminders. A "get-together" for new members will be considered after the Wildscapes Workshop in September. 

Maggie Livings, Director of Gardens, indicated that there will not be a plant sale in the fall, as there did not seem to be any support for the proposal. Plans are underway to put signs in the gardens maintained by the Chapter; these signs will be large enough to be viewed from the street. Ms. Livings also expressed an interest in developing "story-boards" in the gardens and she was encouraged to discuss these with James Rice of Texas Parks and Wildlife.
Wildscapes Workshop Director Lynn Sample described activity to date. Beverly Allen volunteered to assume responsibility for the exhibits area during the workshop. The Board of Directors discussed requiring visitors to the gardens to sign release-from-liability forms. A gift certificate enabling attendance at the Harlingen Birding Festival during the second week in November has been received from JoAnna and Mike Troppy. This certificate will be given out as a prize during the workshop; it is valued at $150.

Old Business consisted of a thank-you card received from the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center for a donation to the Texas Plant Conservation Conference. 

During New Business, the Board of Directors approved a motion to donate $250 towards NPSOT's 2010 Symposium in Denton. Douglas Tallamy, author of Bringing Nature Home: How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants, will be a featured speaker. Also, Board members voted not to have a booth at the Renewable Energy Roundup in Fredericksburg in September.

President Crone reminded the Board that a Nominating Committee consisting of three or more members needs to be appointed and announced at the July meeting. The slate of candidates will be presented to the membership at the September meeting and the election will occur during the October meeting. Maggie Livings and Darlene Stewart volunteered to represent the Board of Directors on the Nominating Committee.

President Crone announced that Sharon Corley has resigned from the NICE program. Members of the Kerrville Chapter will be responsible for the final two plants featured during 2010 and will arrange to have signs made. The cost of the signs will be paid for by the Fredericksburg Chapter out of funds received earlier.

Directors Maggie Livings and Lynn Sample volunteered to assist Pam Middleton with preparations for NPSOT's quarterly meeting in Fredericksburg in July.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Glenn Thompson, Secretary 
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