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  Enjoys full sun;  

grows two to three feet tall with attractive seed heads on one side of the stem;  
 attracts birds and butterflies; 

Is the state grass of Texas 
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Hello All Native Plant Lovers!  
 

As the heat continues through these dog days of summer I see the cheerful 

blooms of sunflowers popping up along the roads and fields.  Soon the na-

tive goldenrods will also be glowing with their golden -yellow spikes of 

color. The abundant nectar and seeds these plants provide for the insect 

and mammals is crucial for the migrating birds that will soon be passing 

through our area.  

 

Any blooming plant now is a good candidate for fall sown seeds. If you de-

sire more of that plant next year allow the seeds to fall or scatter them 

where youõd prefer to have that plant next year. For bluebonnets, Drum-

mondõs phlox, firewheels, and any other wildflowers you will be hungry to 

see next spring, be sure to spread those seeds now through September.  

We usually start getting our first fall rains by the end of this month into the 

first few weeks of September. Late summer sowing will ensure the plants 

will get the moisture to germinate at the right temperature. Remember, 

that is soil temperature, not the temperature we feel.  

 

Enjoy the latest picture of our demonstration bed at Springcreek Preserve 

on Holford Road in far north Garland off of highway 190. I have a correc-

tion to make for our last newsletter. I misnamed a thistle as a basket 

flower. Unfortunately, basket flowers didnõt bloom this year for us. 

 

See you at our meeting this Sunday afternoon,  

Susan Anderson   

 

http://www.npsot.org/Garland/index.htm


  Please join us for our August meeting of the NPSOT, Garland Chapter,  

Featuring: 

 

Cynthia Maguire, 
ñThe Importance of Creating and Preserving Habitat ò 

 

August 15, 2010 

Meeting/Question & Answer Time at 2 pm 

Program begins at 2:30 pm 

Rohdeõs Nature Store and Nursery 

1651 Wall Street 

Garland 

972-864-4445 

 

Please bring a friend! 

 



Community Events!  

Texas Discovery Gardens Hosts the Dallas Green Festival and Races for a Smarter Future! 

 What: Texas Discovery Gardens, Green Grass Generation, and the City of Dallas present the third annual Dallas Green 

Festival on Saturday, September 18 to help grow a cleaner, more sustainable future. 

 The festival features Texas Discovery Gardensõ inaugural smart car Butterfly Rally, where supporters 
can sponsor their favorite car for as low as $5. Each $5 allows a studentõs admission to our EarthKeepers 
childrenõs education programs during the school year. 

 Other festival highlights include green classes for adults and children, mass butterfly releases and out-
door monarch butterfly tagging, arts and crafts, food and music, and more! There will be an outdoor rec-
reation center hosted by REI, including a rock climbing wall and a zip-line for kids (courtesy of Preserva-
tion Tree Services). Some of Dallasõ hottest recycled art experts will be showcasing their own work and 
also teaching the whole family to turn trash into treasure. Learn how to green your whole lifestyle the 
approachable, sustainable, affordable way with green classes taught by TDG and GGG with everything 
from basic composting to the green market in Dallas! 

 The Green Festival is sure to educate and entertain for the whole family! 

 When: Saturday, Sept. 18, 2010, 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 Cost: Free Garden admission; Butterfly House Admission is extra. 

 Highlights:  

 Mass Butterfly Releases: We will have two mass butterfly releases where participating guests will count down and 

release hundreds of tropical butterflies into the Butterfly House at once! The first one will celebrate the winning team in Texas 
Discovery Gardensõ Butterfly Rally at the end of the race. The second will close out the Dallas Green Festival at 2 p.m. Cost: 
$15. Register at www.texasdiscoverygardens.org/rally 

 10 a.m. to noon ð Butterfly Rally:  Members of the DFW Smart Car Club will race around Dallas to benefit math 

and science programs at Texas Discovery Gardens, visiting sites such as parks, gardens, and even a growerõs market. Pick your 
favorite team to win and join the fun! We are asking our community to engage in our Smart Car Road Rally by sponsoring one 
of our teams for as little as $5. That one $5 will allow one child into our program that could not otherwise participate. Go to 
www.texasdiscoverygardens.org/rally. 

 Where: Texas Discovery Gardens at Fair Park. 3601 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Dallas, Texas 75210. If applicable, Fair 

Park parking fee waived if you mention you are here for a Texas Discovery Gardens event. TexasDiscoveryGardens.org. 

 About Texas Discovery Gardens 

 Texas Discovery Gardens at Fair Park is a year-round organic urban oasis filled with natural wonders for visitors of all ages. 

The Gardens feature spectacular native and adapted plants grown using sustainable methods that conserve water and protect 
the environment. Our EarthKeepersÈ Childrenõs Education Program offers year-round outdoor education. The new Rosine 
Smith Sammons Butterfly House and Insectarium brings the secret lives of tropical butterflies to Dallas. 

 Texas Discovery Gardens is a nonprofit educational organization supported, in part, by funds from the Dallas Park and 

Recreation Department. 



More Community Events!  

This is a late July picture of our bed at Springcreek Preserve. Notice that the Greggõs salvia is still 
blooming! The desert willows had a few white blooms on them too.  
 

                        
 
Yellow and blue bloomers were dotting the fields at Springcreek Preserve.  I photoed both of these 
plants in the grass there in front of our demo bed. You can see the yellow ones, but the blue is not visible.  
 


