
Sideoats Grama
(Bouteloua curtipendula)

  Enjoys full sun; 
grows two to three feet tall 

with attractive seed heads on 
one side of the stem; 

 attracts birds and butterflies;
Is the state grass of Texas
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Side Oats Notes  

Our next meeting will be on June 
14th, 2:00 pm at Rhodes.

Julie Collins will give a presentation 
on the Texas Master Naturalist 
program.

Please see our website for further 
details.

See you on the 14th.

Derrell



Please join us for our May meeting 
of the NPSOT, Garland Chapter, 

Featuring:
Julie Collins

Find out what a 
Texas Master Naturalist 

is and the importance of these 
volunteers.

June 14th, 2009
Meeting & Question & Answer Time at 2 pm

Program begins at 2:30 pm

Rohde’s Nature Store and Nursery
1651 Wall Street

Garland
972-864-4445

Bio:
Julie Collins has been a certified Texas Master Natu-
ralist since 2005.  She participates in all levels of the 
local chapter and has many interests.  Her current in-
terests are in invasive plants and citizen science pro-
grams.  Her next passion will be learning how to con-
nect people to nature.  

When Julie is not volunteering she works as a research 
associate, helping scientists to map the signaling path-
ways of mammalian cells.

Talk:
Often it is the passion of volunteers that encourage 
change.  Texas is fortunate to have a statewide pro-
gram that trains volunteers to provide education and 
outreach in a wide variety of natural resource conser-
vation efforts. Find out what a Texas Master Natural-

Plant of the Month
Salvia farinacea 
'Henry Duelberg' 

Low maintenance, heat 
tolerant, native perennial 
with masses of showy 
blue flowers .

Exposure: Full sun .

Size: Height 3 feet; 
width 3 feet .

Notes: Spikes of showy 
blue flowers from spring 
until frost. More florifer-
ous than other cultivars. 
Texas native plant; 
found by Greg Grant in a 
small central Texas 
cemetery. Taller with 
bluer and more florifer-
ous flowers and larger 
and greener leaves than 
modern cultivars. Not 
preferred by deer.



Community Events
Winged Jewels: Dragonflies 
When:  Saturday, June 13, 2009 
Time:   9 am to 2:30 pm 
Cost:    $25; $20 for garden members. 

Discover the amazing lifecycle of this highly beneficial insect. You can find more than 75 species of dragonflies in Dallas. See many 
of them during our annual workshop, which includes a tour of Texas Discovery Gardens and Fair Park in search of dragonflies. The
workshop is led by Omar Bocanegra, a biologist with the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 

Fine Print: Registration required. To register, call Blake at (214) 428-7476 x 24. To register online, click on the Monarch Butterfly 
above. 

The Fascinating World of Butterflies 
When:  Saturday, August 1, 2009 
Time:   10 am to 1:30 pm 
Cost:    $25; $20 for garden members. 

Immerse yourself in the world of butterflies with Dale Clark, founder of the Dallas County Lepidopterist Society. The class ends
with a field trip to Dale's butterfly farm south of Dallas. 

Fine Print: Registration required. To register, call Blake at (214) 428-7476 x 24. To register online, click on the Monarch Butterfly 
above. 

Guided Garden Walks 
Third Saturday Garden Walks give you an in-depth look at garden ecology, maintenance strategies, and other interesting topics. 
Stroll through the Gardens with knowledgeable staff and local experts for about an hour and learn gardening tips and tricks. 

Cost:    Free with Paid Garden Admission: $3/adults, $1.50 for kids ages 3-11, and $2 for seniors.  Become a Garden member and 
enter for free! 

Bug Hunt 
When:  Saturday, June 20 
Time:   10 am to 11 am 
Discover bugs in their living rooms as we hunt in the soil, under leaves, and on bark. See familiar ones you might find in your back-
yard and learn about new, colorful creatures. 

Fine Print: Program appropriate for ages 2 and up. 
Herbs and Herb Container Gardens 
When:  Saturday, July 18 
Time:   10 am to 11 am 
Home-grown herbs can enhance your culinary creations and even your health. Join us on a tour of our herb plants in our Scent Gar-
den and our Heirloom Rose Garden. We will demonstrate herb container gardening techniques, showing visitors how to group com-
panion herbs for moisture and soil preferences. These can be grown on your patio or in your yard. 

Fine Print: Program appropriate for ages 12 and up. 
Caterpillar Crawl 
When:  Saturday, August 15 
Time:   10 am to 11 am 
Go on a caterpillar search as we show you creepy crawly wonders! This is a great introduction to the world of butterflies. 

Fine Print: Program appropriate for ages 2 and up. 
Texas Trees Garden Walk 
When:  Saturday, November 7 
Time:   10 am to 11 am 
Join staff horticulturist Randy Johnson on this annual tour of native trees. Learn proper planting and care techniques. You'll finish 
the tour just in time to go to the Fall Plant Sale! 

Fine Print: Program appropriate for ages 8 and up. 
   
• Visitor Information • Contact Us • 
Texas Discovery Gardens at Fair Park • 214 428 7476 • TDG@TexasDiscoveryGardens.org 



Minutes of the May 2009 Meeting

On May 17, 2009 the Garland Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas met in the Little Red Barn at Rohde’s Nursery and 
Nature Store. President Derrell Dixon brought the meeting to order and asked for the Treasurer’s Report.

May Foreman said she did not have a formal report but told us that our plant sales totaled $1,169; she still needs to redeposit 
about a $100 used for change and pay for the signs used for the sale. Derrell reported that the pastor of Gloria Dei would like 
for us to return to their location next year to hold our plant sale. 

He then announced that our June meeting will occur on Father’s Day unless we move the meeting up one week to June 14th.  
He will check with our speaker and let us know as soon as possible if it is the second Sunday in June.

He then introduced our speaker, Beverly Guthrie, who spoke to us about The Amazing World of Birds. She is a Master Natural-
ist and among many activities, she donates her time to the DFW Wildscape Coalition. The coalition serves as a clearing house 
for information about wild animals and birds that are sick, injured, or in need of help. The Coalition maintains a hotline 365 days 
a year at 972-234-9453 from 7am to 10pm to serve the metro area.

During her talk she touched upon the connection between dinosaurs and birds along with many interesting pieces of informa-
tion about birds. She also gave some very helpful, useful facts regarding the birds in the Dallas area. For instance, the number
of bird species found in North Texas changes frequently, but now it is about 388.  Dallas lies between 2 flyways: the Mississippi 
and Central. She told us that migrating birds have been known to use a combination of sensory clues: detect magnetic fields, 
use the stars and moon at night, and communicate with different sounds as they fly. 

Other interesting information:
The Ruby-Throated Hummingbird who frequents this area, nests outside the city when they arrive from migrating.  Nectar 
plants are useful for any hummingbird passing through that needs an energy boost. The babies can not have sugar water, so 
they are fed small insects and spiders. For those people who like to put out sugar water feeders for hummingbirds, she sug-
gests July as a good time to put one up.

During the summer, Painted Buntings tend to crash into windows a lot.

Northern Mockingbirds can mimic 25-35 sounds including a policeman’s whistle. They are able to learn new songs throughout 
their lives, unlike most birds.

Cup nests are the most common nest here. Killdeer like to nest on city lawns and vacant lots.  Their young are born precotial, 
which means they are born ready to leave the nest within one day in their case.  Beverly says if you see a little puffball running 
around in a parking lot, don’t rescue it! Other baby birds on the ground tend to be juveniles. They will have a tail that’s not fully 
grown, they might still have some downy feathers, and their mouths might still show a red or yellow coloration. These birds are 
under their parents care and do not need assistance; they are just learning to live on their own.  Keep dogs and cats away from 
them.

Owls are great at removing pests but may be harmed by rat poisons and other birds by sticky traps.  We have screech, barred, 
and barn owls in the area. The barn owl is very recognizable due to its heart-shaped white face and speckled breast.

Now that we are getting all this rain you might notice a Carolina Wren or a Red-bellied Woodpecker because they are great bug 
eaters!

We concluded the meeting with choosing plants left from our plant sale.

Submitted by Susan Anderson

May all your weeds be wildflowers.

~Gardening Plaque     



Thanks to our host Greg and the 
staff at Rohde’s. Your support is 

greatly appreciated!

Rohde’s
1651 Wall Street

Garland, TX 75041
(972) 864-4445

http://www.beorganic.com/

Join the Native Plant 
Society of Texas

Membership is renewable annually and extends for a 
year from the date we receive your original payment.  
If you wish to join or renew your membership, mail 
this form and the appropriate remittance, to:

Native Plant Society of Texas
P.O. Box 3017

Fredericksburg, TX 78624
830/997-9272

http://www.npsot.org/application/join_npsot.html

(   ) Student…..…….$15.00    (   ) Senior citizen (65+)…$20.00
(   ) Senior Couple (one member 65+)     ………………..$30.00
(   ) Individual ……   .$25.00   (   ) Family…………..……$40.00
(   ) Group…………. $50. 00   (   ) Patron………………$100.00
(   ) Benefactor……$250.00   (   ) Supporting……… …$500.00
(   ) Corporate……$1000.00  (   ) Lifetime………….. .$1000.00

   
   Name ______

   Address ______

   City            State           Zip_______________

   County Phone ______

   Chapter Affiliation      GARLAND

   New  (     )  Renewal  (     )   Address Change  (     )

   E-mail Address_________________________________

Chapter Leadership Team

Derrell Dixon , President
d1cowdog@yahoo.com

May Foreman, Treasurer
mforeman@mail.smu.edu

Glenda McCune, Co-Secretary
dancn4nana@prodigy.net

Susan Anderson, Co-Secretary
sander23@verizon.net

Barbara Merry, Webmaster
blmerry@yahoo.com

Ray Prevott, Newsletter Editor
raprevott@aol.com

Butch Simon, Publicity 
butchsimon@hotmail.com

The Native Plant Society of Texas is a 
501c3 not for-

profit organization.
All monetary gifts and contributions 

to the
Garland Chapter of NPSOT are tax 

deductible.
Remember our chapter in your tax 

planning
contributions for 2008. Thank you!


