
Sideoats Grama 

(Bouteloua curtipendula) 
  Enjoys full sun;  

grows two to three feet tall with attractive seed heads on one side of the stem;  
 attracts birds and butterflies; 

Is the state grass of Texas 
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Happy Summer Native Plant Lovers!  
 
I have been taking short field trips to the Spring Creek Forest 
Preserve.  As I drive in I can always see differences in the prairie 
plants blooming and hurry to try to take pictures of them.  The 
demonstration garden that we maintain there also shows many 
changes brought on by the heat and lack of rain.   
 
The bright fuchsia Autumn Sage kicked off the spring bloom with 
a bang. Following that we had a short period of winecups and 
Engelmannõs daisy with subtle peeks of blue from a spiderwort 
and shrubby skullcap.  Unfortunately we had some Queen 
Anneõs Lace blooming along with a struggling horsemint as the 
little bluestem clumps sent out new blue -gray growth. Once the 
Engelmannõs Daisy began to look tired and worn out along came 
the pink skullcap with its coral pink color. At the time of this let-
ter an American Basket flower was in full bloom at the very front 
edge of the garden in front of our sign.  
 
Our bed changes yearly depending on the timing and amount of 
rainfall it gets.  A fact of gardening on a slope is that the fallen 
seeds may end up at the edge of the bed or even in the lawn. 
That has definitely impacted where some plants pop up each 
year in our demonstration bed.   
 
This month our meeting will be June 13 and our speaker will be 
Carol Feldman talking about landscaping with native plants.  As 
a past president at the state level of NPSOT and a landscape ar-
chitect with Feldman Design Studios, she has an extensive 
knowledge of what will work in our gardens. I hope to see you all 
at the meeting!  
 
Susan Anderson, President  

http://www.npsot.org/Garland/index.htm


  Please join us for our June meeting of the NPSOT, Garland Chapter,  
Featuring: 

 

Carol Feldman, 
Landscape Architect 

ñ Landscaping with Native plants  ò 
 

June 13, 2010 
Gather, Meet & Greet at 2 pm 

Meeting & Program begins at 2:15 pm 
Rohdeõs Nature Store and Nursery 

1651 Wall Street 
Garland 

972-864-4445 
 

Please bring a friend! 
 

 

Minutes for May 2010 Meeting of NPSOT, Garland Chapter 

 
Our meeting opened with President Susan Anderson describing the plants left over from the plant sale which were to be 

given away at the end of the meeting.  

 

Treasurer May Foreman reported that we made a total of $529 at our plant sale and our account now has a final balance 

of $4,441.74.  

 

Susan brought up some new business, a $500 request for funds from the Texas Plant Conservation Conference to be 

held September 15-17 at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. Before we make a decision whether to fund the 

conference, Susan will get more information regarding the need and use of the funds.  

 

Our June meeting will be the 2nd Sunday, June 13, due to Fatherôs Day. 

 

Publicist Kim Uhlmann told us about our opportunity to staff a booth at the Four Seasons Market at Firewheel Mall in 

Garland.  May and Susan volunteered to be there June 5 from 9-12 and Kim and Susan will be there July 3.  We will 

decide at the next meeting who will do it for August onward.  

 

Susan then introduced our speaker, Susan Flanagan, who gave us a talk about how to have butterflies in our gardens. 

She highly recommended the three trees Mexican Plum, Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum, and Dessert Willow.  For flowers 

she listed buddleia, flame acanthus, pink coneflower, black-eyed Susan, blanket flower, 4-nerve daisy, and cowpen 

daisy. She also said Salvia leucantha (Mexican bush sage) and bluebonnets were good. She mentioned that she concen-

trated on making sure that the monarchs have milkweeds for their young and that she has nectar plants for their spring 

and fall flights. To fulfill the needs of a particular butterfly she recommended the book The Life Cycles of Butterflies 

by Judy Burris. 



 

Spring Creek Forest Preserve Bloomers  
 

                
 

Self -seeded Thistle                                                              Engelmannõs Daisy 
Unknown variety                                                               Engelmannia peristenia 
 

 
 
Yellow Evening Primrose  
Oenothera missouriensis  
 


