SOURCES OF NATIVE PLANTS IN THE
HOUSTON AREA

The nurseries listed below carry a variety of plants, including some native species. The availability of
native plants will vary from nursery to nursery and by season. Please call ahead for availability,

hours and directions

Anderson Landscape & Nursery
2222 Pech Road - Houston 77055
713984-1342

Another Place In Time
www.anotherplaceintime.com
1102 Tulanei Houston, Texas 77008
713-864-9717

The Arbor Gate
15635 FM 29207 Tomball 77375
281-351-8851 bjw21488@flash.net
www.arborgate.com

Backyard Gardener
5117 N. Maini Houston 713-880-8004
www.backyardgardenerhouston.com

Bella Flora
111 Heights Blvd.i Houston 77007
713426-5556

Bill Bownds Tree Nursery
10519 FM 1464i Richmond 77469
281-277-2033

Buchananodéds Nati
611 East 1t Streeti Houston 77008

713-861-5702 www.buchanansplants.com

v e PMarg ok lsandscape &

Caldwell Nursery
2436 Band Rd. - Rosenberg 77471
(281) 342-4016 salvial23@msn.com

Doremus Wholesale Nursery
2167-CR 1550 Warren, Texas 77664
(409) 547-3536 (wholesale only)
edoremus@aol.com

Diane Cabiness
Native Plant Nursery
16889 Rabon Chapel Road
Montgomery 77316
936-447-1886 www.gardenstops.com

dianecabinessplants@consolidated.net

. Some nurseries are willing to order specific plants if requested.

Nelson Water Gardens &
Nursery
1502 Katy Fort Bend Roadi Katy
77493 281391-4769
www.nelsonwatergardens.com

The Enchanted Forest
10611 FM 27591 Richmond 77469
281-937-9449 www.visitourforest.com

Enchanted Gardens Nursery
6420 FM 359
Richmond 77469
281-341-1206

The Pineywoods Nursery
12437 Sleepy Hollow Road
Conroe, TX 77385
Will Fleming 281-681-2889 jasonmckenzie@flex.net
Landscaping and Nursery
37592 Porter Lane
Hempstead, TX 77445

866-826-0510 (toll free)

RCW Nurseries
15809 State Highway 24971 Houston
77086 281-440-5161
WWW.rcwnurseries.com

Hannah Native Grasses, Inc.
Flo Hannah 713 956-6303
fhannah@wt. net

Spring Nursery &
Landscape, Inc.
25252 FM 2978

Nati ve PI| aramball, Texas77375
281-357-1800

SNandL@aol.com

Joshuaos
502 West 18h Streeti Houston
77008 713-869-6911

www.Joshuasnativeplants.com

Teas Nursery Company, Inc.
4400 Bellaire Blvd. i Houston 77401
713664-4400

Nursery www.teasnursery.com
Nursery at 4508 13" Street,
Bacliff, Tx The Vintage Rosery

Mail to: P. O. Box 326,

Seabrook, Tx. 77586
281-339-3507 cell: 713-542-4069

mfox7 @houston.rr.com

16630 Hwy 36 1
Needville, Texas 77461
www.VintageRosery.com

979-793-2888

Native Enhancements
5800 Ranchester Suite 1561
Houston 77036
713988-8911
www.nativeenhancements.com

Treesearch Farms
(wholesale only)
7625 Alabonson Road
Houston 77088
713937-9811
www.treesearchfarms

Native American Seed
Junction, Texas 1800 728-4043
info@seedsource.com
www.seedsource.com

This information sheet was prepared by the Native Plant Society of Texasi Houston Chapter. The nurseries
listed above are provided for your information only. The list does not imply endorsement by the Native Plant
Society of Texas. If you would like more information about Texas natives, we offer monthly speaker/slide
programs, field trips, member newsletter, and books. We meet on the third Thursday of most month s.
Updated April 2006 Contact DKnowlesPE@aol.comfor corrections, additions, deletions.

WWW.Npsot.org

\ Houston
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NATIVE HOST PLANTS FOR SOUTHER®AS BUTTERFLIES

Butterfly Plants

Giant Swallowtailé é € é é € € . Lime Prickley Ash, Hercules Club, Common Hop Tree

Pipevine Swallowtailé é é € € . . Aristolochia species (pipevines) A.erecta, A. reticulata, A. tomentosa
Zebra Swallowtailé é é € € é € Paw Paw (Asimina triloba, A. parviflora)
Black Swallowtailé € € € € € € Apiaceae (Prairie Parsley)
Tiger Swallowtailé € € é é € € . Ash species, Black Cherry

""""

Spicebush Swallowtailé € € é é Spicebush, Sassafras, Sweetbay Magnolia
Palamedes Swallowtailé é é é . .Red Bay, Sassafras, Sweetbay Magnolia

Cloudless Sulph8teepy Orangé&enna, Partridge Pea

Little Sulphuré é é é é é é é é Senna, Partridge Pea, Powderpuff
Soapberry Hairstreaké é ¢ ¢ é . Western Soapberry AN Y
Banded Hairstreaké é é é é ¢ . .Oaks, Hickories, Walnuts U N
Nort hern Hai r s tkr@lhdpeciesH Bur, dVidlevpvgateH awiampsCheastauy, Red

Red Banded Hairstreaké é é é . .Sumacs, Southern Wax Myrtle, Croton, Oaks

,,,,,,,

Cedar Hairstreaké é é ¢ é é € Eastern Red Cedar
Henr y 0é&é éE4d & d éné € Redbud, Vaccinium, HolliesyMim, Texdountain Laurel, Mexican Buckeye

//////////

E. Pine Elfiné é é é é é é € € Native Pines (not slash or non-natives)
Cassius Blue, Marine Blueé é é Rattlebox, various legumes

,,,,,,,,

Snout Butterflyé é é é é é é é . Hackberry species

Gulf Fritillary and Variegated Fritfaggion flower (Passiflora incarnata, P. foetida, P.lutea)
Texas Crescenté é é é é é é . . Flame Acanthus, Ruellia, Water Willow

///////

Phaon Crescenté € € é € € é . .Frog Fruit (Phyla incisa)
American Painted Lady, B¥adceh Asteraceaesters, Sunflowers, Echinacea, Coreopsis, Eupatorium, Liatris, F

Question Marké é é é é é é é . Elm, Hackberry species, nettle

Red Admiralé é é é é é é é é . Nettle (Urtica), False Nettle (Boemeria)
Painted Ladyé é é é é é é é é Thistle, Mallows (Malvaceae), Hibiscus, Sida
Buckeyeé é é é é é é é é é é Toadflax, Plantain (Plantago), Ruellia

Red Spotted Purpleé é é é é é Black Cherry, Cottonwood, Hawthorns

rrrrrrrrrrr

Viceroyé é é é é é é é é é é . .Willows, Cottonwood, Cherry trees
Hackberry Empe&fFawnyEmporer Hackberry species

Little Wood Satyré é é é é é é . Various grasses

Monarch and Queen é é é é é . Asclepiadaceae, Milkweed species
Long Tailed and Spotted Skipp&gumes (Acacia, Baptisia,Mimosa, Sesbania, Senna Sophora, Amo
Dorantes Longtailé é é é é é é Legumes (Acacia, Baptisia,Mimosa, Sesbania, Senna, Sophora, Am
Wild Indigo and Fuh&naskywings Baptisia, Lupines, Crown Vetch, Rattlebush,
Common Checkered Skipperé é Sidas, Globe-mallows, other Mallows
Swarthy Skipperé é é é é é é . .Little Bluestem

Clouded and Fiery Skippersé é . Grasses

Broad Winged (Marsh) Skipperé Sedges, Marsh Millet

Dun Skipper (Sedge Skipper)é . . Sedges

Eufala and Comnf®oadside Skippebsasses

Native Plant Society of Texas i Houston Chapter www.npsot.org/houston

Prepared by Glenn Olsen from these References: Butterflies of Houston: John & Gloria Tveten, Checklist Of 1
Vascular Plants Of Texas: Hatch, Gandhi, Brown, Butterflies Of North America: John Feltwell, The Milkweed
And Its World OfAnimals: Ada and Frank Graham, A Textbook Of Entomology: Herbert H. Ross, Manual of
Cultivated Plants: L.H. BaileYhis is a partial list; many more native plants are food sources for butterflies &
moths!



Native Vines for the
Houston Area

Native Coral Honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens) is not aggressive like its

cousin the exotic Japanese honeysuckle that smothers everything in its path. Reddish green stems
anchor the dark green leaves to form a shrub-like appearance. The leaves clasp the stem. Coral
Honeysuckle decorates fences and arbors with elongated red trumpet-shaped flowers with yellow
centers. The flowers bloom throughout the year and attract hummingbirds, especially in the winter
months. Birds eat the clusters of red or orange berries that appear in September through October.
Birds have also been known to nest inside the vine thicket. Coral Honeysuckle can take any kind of soil:
sand, loam or clay, even poor drainage. It likes morning sun and afternoon shade. If it gets full sun be
sure to shade the roots with plants or rocks.

Passionflower vine (Passiflora incarnata) has 3 inch lavender blooms that are beautiful, intricate and
unique. The flower has numerous wavy filaments that spread out like a lacy parasol. The bloom period
is April to September. The medium to dark green leaves are deeply three lobed and are the larval host
plant for the colorful (orange with small silver spots) Gulf Fritillary butterfly. The deciduous
passionflower will get 10 to 20 feet tall. The fruitlooks | i ke a smal | mel on,-
orange when ripe. The fruit can be eaten raw or made into a drink or jelly.

Yellow Passionflower vine (Passiflora lutea) has similar flowers: 1 inch cream yellow to greenish
yellow. The bloom period is May through September. Yellow Passionflower is a much more delicate
vine: reaching about 10 feet with soft, pale green leaves, barely 3 lobed and wider than long. The fruit is
a blue-black berry.

Trumpet Creeper (Campsis radicans) is a vigorous and woody vine, able to climb tall trees and cover
fences. Often called trumpet vine or hummingbird vine, it produces orange-red trumpet flowers all
summer. Hummingbirds flock to the blooms. The dark green composite leaves, orange flowers, and
long seed pods add different textures to the landscape. Trumpet creeper grows in a variety of moist
soils, in partial shade to full sun conditions. A variety of cultivars have been developed from the native
species and are less aggressive.

Carolina Jessamine (Gelsium sempervirens) is an evergreen, high climbing vine with long narrow
leaves. Carolina Jessamine is spectacular in winter, featuring bright yellow trumpet blooms with a spicy
fragrance that last throughout February and March. It can grow in sand, loam or clay with poor
drainage.

Crossvine (Bignonia capreolata) is another hummingbird attractor. The spring trumpet blooms are
brick-red on the outside and yellow inside. It can grow in shade or sun.

Texas Native Grapevines (Vitis species) are great food and habitat sources for birds. Grape vines,
which are attractive additions to the landscape, are also useful for providing shade. Common Texas
grapes vines include the Mustang Grape, the Muscadine Grape, the Riverbank Grape and the Graybark
Grape. Fifteen grape species are native to Texas.

This information sheet was prepared by the Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston Chapter. If you would like
more information on Texas natives, we offer monthly speaker/slide programs, field trips, a newsletter, and books
to purchase. Meetings the third Thursday of most months.

www.npsot.org\houston



NATIVE PLANTBOR EROSION CONTROL

Vegetatiols one of the most important defenses for controllin@lardsifumction in two primary waydmttibisirst are the

root systems that pervade the subsurface and help to hold the sBasamglacene ability of the foliage to intercept and dissip
the energy of the rain before it strikes thosbif the suggested plants havabiiesoot architecture for stabilizing thidesoil.
remainder are recommended for their ability to grow in difficult conditions such as dense shade or saturated soils.

TREES AND SHRUBS

River BirclBetula nigrdoleratesandy soils and streamesailitions. Will tolerate sun or shade.

Green Aslirraxinus pennsylvaniGaeen Ash has been determined to have the best root architecture for erosion c
They are lodiyed and tolerate of a wide range of soils.

Gulf Black Willowalix nigrérovides excellent soil holding ability and grows fast.

Bald Cypres3axodium distich@me of the longest lived of all trees, Bald Cypress has the ability to grow in wet o
such as can occur in streamside condihen®ot system doe®xacellent job of stabilizing saturated soils and resists
blowing over even in strong winds.

Roughleaf Dogwoo@ornus drummondii
Quite different frommitsre well known cousin Flowering D&gpvood florid&ougHeaf Dogwood tolerates full
sun an@ much wider range of soils and tends to thicket with an interconnected root system which gives
stabilization.

Elderbery Sambucu€anadensi semwoody shrubat frequenfigrng a small shdived treelts soil stabilizing ability
reaults from its propensity to spread by underground stems forming large colonies.

Florida Anisdllicium floridanuNative evergreen shrub with unusual red flowdrtolerate dense shade and prefers
saturated soils.

Coral Bernsymphoricarpodizulatu$his deciduous shrub will tolerate a wide range of soils andlexpibsolersite
considerable shadetends to colonize by underground stems, which is a characteristic favorable for erosion cor

Florida Leucothokeucothopopulifoliéalso known as Agarista popukfdiegutiful evergreen that may reach ten feet
and igolerandf shadand wet soildts dense growth and spread from underground stems makes it useful for soil
stabilization that most difficult combofatEnse shade and wet soils.

Virginia Sweetspiléea virginica deciduous shrub that often gets beautiful red coloratiom ethadadint tassels of
white flowers are an added bonus in this native that adapts well in moist sshikiliskbahaeyform well for soil
stabilization, it colonizes well by underground stems.

Southern DewberBubus trivialBewberry forms extremely dense mats of tangled stems and foliage that both sf
soil from hard rains and hold highlyeesod&such as pure streamside daedberries are edibleumans and
wildlife.

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS

Obedient PlarRhysostegia spphysostegia angustifoliens in April, while the better kitlwsostegia virginiaan
early fall bloomer. The indigdPlogsostegia praemassaative here in Harris Cotatgh of thespecies provide good
soil holding ability due to their dense spreading habits that go through the winter as -énvggreg rogettasd

PigeonberrRivina humilse | at e d t Bhytddeca kneeric8haslisa dréat groundcover for partial sun to
shade.Pigeonberry plants have fluffy bloom spikes that rapidly turn into attractive berries that arenaslonei@iby bir
posiions, the foliage develops an attractive red tint.

Frog fruitPhysla incigarog fruiwill grow almost anywhere, from standing water to crawling out divieraaspdtalt.
forming evergreen in the Verbena family.

MallowsHibiscus spBeveralfahe native species of Hibiscus have extensive fleshy root systems that are effecti
stabilizatiorSpecies includdibiscus coccineus, H. moscheutos, H. militaris, H. aculeatus, and Kosteletzkya virgir

A publication of the Native Plant Society of Texas- Houston Chapter www.npsot.org/houston
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Native Plants That Provide a Food Source for

Hummingbirds

This is only a partial list. Hummingbirds use many other native plants.
Many of these species are available at native plant nurseries.

Flowers: (herbaceous)

Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis)
Blue sage (Salvia azurea)

Scarlet sage (Salvia coccinea)
Beebalm (Monarda citriodora, M. fistulosa, M. punctata, M. lindheimeri)
Sunflowers (Helianthus sp.)

Arkansas yucca (Yucca arkansana)

Milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa)

Carolina Larkspur (Delphinium carolinianum)
Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis A. hinckleyana)
Cupleaf Penstemon (P. murrayanus)

Foxglove- Purple Beard Tongue (Penstemon cobaea)
Gulf Coast Penstemon (Penstemon tenuis)
Gayfeather (Liatris species)

Fall Obedient Plant (Physostegia virginiana)

Standing Cypress (Ipomopsis rubra)

Lyre leaf sage (Salvia lyrata)

Shrubs: (woody)

Texas Lantana (Lantana urticoides)

Tur kds Cap (rboeeusvdeummosdi)u s
Indigo bush (Amorpha fruticosa)

Eastern Coral Bean (Erythrina herbacea)

Vines:

Coral Honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens)
Crossvine (Bignonia capreolata)

Trumpet Creeper (Campsis radicans)

Carolina Jessamine (Gelsemium sempervirens)

Trees:

American Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis)
Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida)

Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis)

Green Hawthorn (Crateagus viridis)

Red Buckeye (Aesculus pavia)

Wild Black Cherry (Prunus serotina)

This is a publication of the Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston Chapter.
Address: NPSOT -H, Box 131254, Houston, TX 77219 -1254.

www.NPSOT.org/houston



BEWARE:
There May Be Invasive Plants in Your Backyard
Hel p Stop the Spread of Americabs

The Nature Conservancy is  asking A mericans to check their yards and gardens for plants that can escape
cultivation and cause tremendous damage to the natural environment and the local economy.

Plants such as privet, Japanese honeysuckle, eleagnus, ligustrum, nandina, Chinese tallo w, kudzu and
Chinese wisteria have been used widely in horticulture and landscaping, and can be found in backyards and
business lots across the region. At first glance these plants may look pretty, but their beauty is deceptive.

Known as invasive species, plants like these are typically transplants from distant places. Once free from the
natural checks and balances in their native habitats, these alien invaders establish themselves in new areas

and quickly spread out of control. They hoard light, water and nutrients, and can alter entire ecosystems by
displacing native species, altering fire regimes and changing soil chemistry.

With intentional and unintentional assistance from people, these problematic plants are spreading at an
alarming rate, infecting natural areas across the United States.

"Keeping invasive plants out of America 6s backyards helps the environment and
McCormick, president of The Nature Conservancy. "Taking the time to remove invasive plants and replace

them with non -invasive varieties is a great example of bringing new energy to the old ada ge: think globally,

act locally."

Because many invasive plants are spread by unsuspecting gardeners, it is important to learn about invasives
before shopping at  local nurseries. Check websites such as  www.invasive.or g for the latest on invasives. This
site lists the worst invasive plants for each region of the country. If you see one of these plants at your local

nursery, do not buy it, and talk to the nursery owner about discontinuing its sale. It is important to con trol
invasives and prevent them from destroying natural ecosystems.

Texas has many beautiful native trees and flowers that look stunning in a garden setting and do not add to

the invasives problem. Information about many natives can be found at http://aggie -
horticulture.tamu.edu/ornamentals/natives/tamuhort.html . Native plants arerig htathomein T e x assilé
and climate, so they require less watering and fertilization to t hrive.

On the national level, The Nature Conservancy is working with nursery and horticulture groups to identify

invasives that might voluntarily be removed from the market. "Nursery growers, landscape designers and

others who make their career in horticu Iture have become increasingly concerned with the problems related

to invasive plants," said Wayne Mezitt, board member and past president of the American Nursery &

Landscape Association (ANLA), and owner of Weston Nurseries in Massachusetts. "We see our r ole as

educators, helping our customers and the public, as well as fellow nursery folk across the country,
understand how invasive plants impact them."

The threat posed by invasive species i both plant and animal 1 to the survival of native species is exc eeded
only by the threat of habitat loss. The cost to the national economy is estimated as high as $137 billion per
year , due primarily to losses in agriculture, forestry and fisheries, as well as the cost of clearing invasive -
clogged waterways and fightin g invasive -fueled fires.

You can help stop the introduction and spread of invasive species. Help protect native plants and
animals by following these six easy guidelines:

1. Verify that the plants you are buying for your yard or garden are not invasive. Replace invasive plants in
your garden with non  -invasive alternatives. Ask your local nursery staff for help in identifying invasive plants.

2. When boating, clean your boat thoroughly before transporting it to a different body of water.

3. Clean your boo ts before you hike in a new area to get rid of hitchhiking weed seeds and pathogens.

4. Don't "pack a pest" when traveling. Fruits and vegetables, plants, insects and animals can carry pests or
become invasive themselves.

5. Don't release aquarium fish and plants, live bait or other exotic animals into the wild.

6. Volunteer at your local park, refuge or other wildlife area to help remove invasive species. Help  educate

others about the threat.

This page has been prepared from Nature Conservancy publication s and is a publication of the Native Plant Society of
Texas - Houston C hapter. www.npsot.org \houston
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QUESTION: What is an invasive species?
ANSWER: Invasive species are those plants, animals and other organisms that are introduced into new areas,
where, free from their natural competitors, they are able to proliferate and persist to the detriment of the native
environment. Impacts from invasive speci es may include widespread harm to the environment, the economy and
human health.

QUESTION: Whatisanon  -native plant?

ANSWER: This depends on where you are. In the USA, we usually define nornative plants as those which have
arrived since the time of European contact. But on closer inspection, the issue is actually much more complicated.
For example, humans may transplant USA species to regions outside of their native range, but which are still
within the USA. For example, a California poppy growing in Al abama would be considered a nornative plant.

QUESTION: Are all invasive species non -native?

ANSWER: Not always. Occasionally a native plant may start acting like an invasive species. Usually this is
because of some humancaused habitat change. One examp would be a change in water quality because of
agricultural runoff; another might be the abnormal suppression of fire. In these situations, fixing the underlying
environmental problem would be the best solution.

QUESTION: Why not just let them be?

ANSWER : If the weeds do not harm the native biodiversity, we do not expend our precious resources of money,
staff, and volunteers in fighting them. But if the non -native plants harm native plants and animals, we are
compelled to take action. If we did nothing, w e would decrease the effectiveness of our work.

QUESTION: How do weeds harm native plants and animals?

ANSWER: Thick growths of non-native weeds can displace the native plants that once provided food and shelter
for the native animals. As weed populations rise, native species populations fall. The worst weeds even change the
character of the entire habitat by changing important processes like fire, nutrient flow, flooding, etc.

QUESTION: How do invasive species behave in their native lands?

ANSWER: In their native habitats, these species are quite often found in small, well-behaved populations. This is
because they occur with other organisms that keep the plant populations in balance. It is not until the species are
removed from their habitat that their in vasive characters emerge.

QUESTION: Are all invasive species plants?
ANSWER: No. In fact, some of the worst invasive species are animals. The effects of zebra mussels, feral pigs,
and many other non-plant invaders are devastating to native biodiversity.

QUESTION: Why do these invasive plant species explode in population?

ANSWER: Recall that the invaders are usually non-native species. Free from the herbivores and parasites which
keep them in check in their native range, they reproduce rapidly. They increase their numbers, unfettered by
natural controls. They displace the native plants. When the populations of native plants are reduced, the animals
that depend upon them may perish. The functions of the entire ecosystem are disrupted. Invasive species are tly
a form of biological pollution.

QUESTION : Doesn't the addition of a non -native species increase biodiversity (i.e. species diversity)?
ANSWER: Yes, if you are only concerned about the number of species in the short term. No, if you want to
maintain the natural array species unique to an area. Consider, for example, the rosy wolfsnail of the southeastern
USA. This was introduced by humans to Hawa'i, Mauritius, and other islands in the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
Global biodiversity did not benefit by this introduction. The rosy wolfsnail began killing native snails. Ultimately,

it was responsible for driving to extinction dozens of snail species. Both local and global biodiversity suffered.
Invasive species are usually existing perfectly well in their native lands. Introducing them to new habitats does
them no good, and risks the integrity of native ecosystems.

QUESTION: Plants move around natural ly ---isn't the arrival of new plants a natural process?

ANSWER: ltis true that plants do change their ranges, usually over periods of thousands of years. We are not
concerned with these slow changes. The invasions we are worried about are the ones that hmans have caused,
and which are resulting in the suffering in our native biodiversity.

QUESTION: What is the solution the problem of invasive plants, particularly those that can be

found in yards in gardens?

ANSWER: The solution is a combination of removi ng invasive plants, preventing new introductions, and
restoring native habitats. The survival of native species depends upon our actions.



TOP 100 NATIVE PLANTS

FOR HARRIS AND ADJACENT COUNTIES

These Native Plants are recommended based upon a combination of their regional suitability for landscaping AND their
value to wildlife. These plants grow well in the soil conditions of Harris and surrounding counties, including gumbo, AND
provide value to wildlife such as birds, butterflies and beneficial insects. Each species is hardy for the Gulf Coast climate.
Most plants do not require fertilizing, or any special treatment, except proper care until established. Naturally, if the plant
becomes stressed or diseased special treatment is recommended. Please see other references for growth characteristics
(height, width, evergreen, etc.) and appropriate planting conditions (sun, shade, moisture, etc.) for each species. Appropriate
planting yields a healthier and more attractive plant.

Ten Big Trees: Swamp Chestnut Oak, Water Oak, Willow Oak, Wild Black Cherry, Black Gum, Loblolly
Pine, Hackberry, Bald Cypress, Sweetgum, Red Mulberry

Ten Small Trees: Mexican Plum, American Holly, Drummond Red Maple, Cherry Laurel, Eastern
Redbud, Green Hawthorn, Carolina Buckthorn, Rusty Black-haw Viburnum, Farkleberry, Mesquite

Ten Large Woody Shrubs (can grow to small tree size): Southern Wax Myrtle, Deciduous Holly,
Yaupon Holly, Rough Leaf Dogwood, American Elderberry, Flame Leaf Sumac, Parsley Hawthorn,
Black Willow, Coral Bean, Buttonbush

Ten Small Shrubs: American Beautyberry, Dwarf Palmetto, Texas Lantana, Possum-haw Viburnum,
Virginia Sweetspire, Red Chokecherry, Gregg Salvia, Fragrant Sumac, Narrow Leaf Yucca, Yellow
Sophora

Ten Perennials For Sun: Purple Coneflower, Scarlet Sage, Maximilian Sunflower, Yellow Bells, Flame
Acanthus, Bergamot, Kansas Gayfeather, Eastern Gamagrass, Switch Grass, Indian Grass

Ten Perennials For Shade: Tur kés Cap, Strawberry Bush, Cardir
Farkleberry, Blue Mistflower, Big Thicket Hibiscus, Gulf Coast Penstemon, Fall Obedient Plant,
Arkansas Yucca

Ten Vines For Sun: Coral Honeysuckle, Purple Passionflower, Carolina Jessamine, Carolina
Snailseed, Globe Berry, Common Greenbriar, Mustang Grape, Prairie Rose, Trumpet Creeper, Curly
Clematis

Ten Vines For Shade: Virginia Creeper, Cross Vine, Yellow Passionflower, Saw Greenbriar, Wooly
Pipevine, Texas Dutchmandés Pi pe, Pitcher Cl e ma{obesPassiantowwdar,her C
Virginia Dutchmandés Pipe

Ten Groundcovers For Sun: Frog Fruit, Knotroot Bristlegrass, Gulf Coast Muhly, Prairie Verbena, Little
Bluestem, Indian Blanket, Winecup, Fern Acacia, Purple Groundcherry, Scarlet Sage

Ten Groundcovers For Shade: Pigeonberry, Coralberry, Sweet William, Spiderwort, Maidenhair Fern,
Horseherb, Widowbs Tear s, Partridgeberry, Bracken
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Trees Shrubs and Woody Vines®dulievesby R. A. Vines

Native Texas Plants Landscaping Region bybRatfmsowski

Atlas of the Vascular Plants of ,Texasirner, Nichols, Denny, Doron
Guide to Native Trees, Shrubs & Riidished by Houston Chapter of NPSOT
Life Histories of North AmericaniBirdisC. Bent
A Checklist of the Native and Naturalized Plants of Houston bydR\Acifiitgs and Frederick W. Thurow
Informal Survey of Some Chapter Mevrithieessonal ObservationhefCompiteCompiled for the Native Plant Society of Hexston Chapter®lienn Olsen
from an informal survey of chapter members and the references listed abovaVAMYMINERAT.org\houston



DROUGHT TOLERANT NATIVE PLANTS

TREES:

Texas Persimmon (Diospyros texana) is a deciduous tree, grows to 35 feet, white blooms in Spring, has good fall
color.

In spring the Two-Winged Silverbell tree (Halesia diptera) has dainty white bell-shaped flowers, loved by
hummingbirds. Silverbell, native to SE Texas, grows to 30 feet, likes well-drained soil and has yellow fall color.

Short Leaf Pine (Pinus echinata) is a medium to large tree, growing to over 100 feet tall.
Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) is evergreen and grows to 110 feet.

Long Leaf Pine (Pinus palustrus) provides good wildlife habitat, grows to over 100 feet tall and can live to be 300
years old.

Cedar EIm (Ulmus Crassifolia) is a medium sized tree to 60 feet, with the smallest leaves of our native elms and is
used as an ornamental shade tree.

Mexican Buckeye (Ungnadia speciosa) has fragrant pink flowers in Spring, attractive compound leaves in the
summer, interesting fruits, yellow fall color, and brown speckled bark in winter. Red buckeye typically grows as an
understory tree in the Pineywoods, but it is also found on the Post Oak Savannah, Blackland Prairies and Edwards
Plateau.

SHRUBS:

Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberose) has clusters of brilliant orange flowers from April to November. It is extremely
drought tolerant but needs excellent drainage with very sandy soil. Butterflies, particularly monarchs, love it. Green
Milkweed (Asclepias viridis) has green flowers.

St . Andr e wMssyru@ hypesiceides) is a small shrub with yellow flowers that bloom June to September.

Yaupon Holly (llex vomitoria) is an area-native evergreen shrub or small tree to 25' with stiff branches that make a
dense cover that birds like to nest in. Yaupon can tolerate sun or shade and wet or dry soil and birds love its red
berries.

Wax Myrtle (Myrica cerifera) is an evergreen shrub or small tree up to 19 feet that is extremely drought tolerant
when established. The leaves have a pleasant scent when crushed. The tiny 1/8" gray berries are eaten by 40
different species of birds. This tough local native can grow in sun or shade and wet or dry soil. Dwarf Wax Myrtle
(Myrica pusilla) grows to under six feet tall and requires dry soil.

Texas Sage (Leucophyllum) is a native of the Edwards Plateau, but is adaptable to dry local habitats. The leaves
are usually silver-white but can be green. Flower colors range from pink, purple to white. Full sun. Texas State
Native Shrub

Native Texas Lantana (lantana horrida) has bright yellow and orange flowers and leaves that are smaller than the
invasive alien lantana camara.

Scarlet Sage or Tropical Salvia (Salvia coccinea) has spikes of red, orange, pink, coral or white blooms from
spring to frost. Mealy Blue Sage or Blue Salvia (Salvia farinacea), a prairie plant, has 3 to 9 inch spikes of blue
flowers that bloom continually from spring to frost

Gulf Coast Laurel or Yellow Sophora (Sophora tomentosa) has velvety, silvery compound leaves. It only grows
along the Gulf Coast and needs a sheltered location so it doesn't freeze. Gulf Coast Laurel blooms from April to
November with yellow blooms that last a long time and seed pods that stay on the plant.

Coral Berry (Symphoricarpos orbiculatus) blooms midsummer and has distinctive red berries. Coralberry is
attractive to butterflies and birds.

Arkansas yucca (Yucca arkansana), native from South Central to North Central Texas, grow 1 to 2 feet tall with tall
bloom stalks bearing clusters of white bells.

This information sheet was prepared by the Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston Chapter. We offer monthly
speaker/slide programs, field trips, a newsletter, and more. Meetings i third Thursdays of most months. This page
updated September 2007



Native Grasses
for Your Landscape

Native grasses provide food and shelter for birds and other wildlife. Dragonflies use grass
stems for perches. Insects, lizards, and toads use the clumps of grass as shelter, especially in
the winter. Birds find the grass seed particularly appetizing in the fall and winter, when other
Little Bluestem foods are scarce. Birds also utilize the grass blades as nesting material in the spring. Insects,
spiders, toads and lizards - even snakes- are important ingredient s to any healthy prairie,
yard or ecosystem, so please refrain from usingpesticides and insecticides. Many grasses are host plants for
butterflies and moths.

The ABi g Four o tal | d@igbwsemplittle bluesteen, Xeliow hdiaaggassaandeSwitchgrass.
These are warm season grasses and provide excellent benefits for wildlife.

Big bluestem  (Andropogon gerardi) Al so known as fAturkeyfooto grass,
prairies. Therebds no mivithitsaukeyfogt -liketbiareches. rit @ash ecach meightsgof6a s s
to 9 feet in optimal conditions.

Little bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium) A tufted perennial bunchgrass, little bluestem changes colors
with the seasons and reaches a height of 5 feet or rore.

Switchgrass  (Panicum virgatum)  Switchgrass forms large clumps, sometimes 6 feet high and more than 6
i 8 feet wide. Switchgrass can be used in wet areas, to6 around ponds and creeks or low spots.

Yellow Indiangrass (Sorghastrum nutans) This beautiful and important prairie grass reaches a height of 6
feet. Once a dominant prairie grass, Indiangrass is evidence of a quality prairie. Indiangrass/switchgrass and
Indiangrass/bluestem plant communities are among the most imperiled ecosystems on earth.

Gulf muhly  (Muhlenbergia capillaris)  Gulf muhly provides some of the showiest seasonal colors. The seed
stalks turn a beautiful feathery pink in fall and then become a cream or straw color in winter. Gulf muhly is

only about knee-high, with an airy shape, so you have several choices abdathow or where to use it. Have you
ever seen it in the wild around Houston spangled with seaside goldenrod or yellow composites? Just gorgeous!

Eastern gamagrass  (Tripsacum dactyloides) Gamagrass is a handsome grass growing 8 feet tall. The
leaves are bright green even during a drought. Gamagrass is a cool season grass, so it blooms early, goes
dormant, and blooms again in fall. The inflorescence is wonderfully interesting. The large segmented seeds
are striking.

Inland sea oats  (Chasmanthium latifolium) Inland sea oats prefers partial shade areas. It can grow 23 feet
tall. The drooping seeds resemble golden oats when ripe and are eaten by a variety of wildlife.

Sugarcane Plu megrass (Erianthus giganteus) Sugarcane plumegrass can reach
61 10 feet tall with large, fluffy white plumes. It grows naturally at the edge of large ponds and wetlands.

Sideoats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula) Sideoats grama is the state grass of &xas. This grass usually
reaches a height of 2i 3 feet, but can grow 5 feet or more. It prefers partial or dappled shade. It is an excellent
food source for birds.

Native grasses can be gorgeous when in bloom. They add graceful texture to a landscapeYou can plant them

in large containers as accents o plant several acres of them. Native grasses prevent erosionand improve soil.

Grasses have extensive fibrous root systems that can go down 17 feet or moreNative grasses @n be cut,
mowed or left alone. Most of the grasses listed here mature and bear seed in the fall. For continuous color,
plant wildflowers along with the grasses for spring and summer color until your grasses bloom in September.

The grasses will be especially colorful in Octoberand your landscape will be ever changing and richly diverse.

www.npsot.org/Houston

This information sheet was prepared by the Native Plant Society of Texas - Houston Chapter. If you would like
more information on Texas natives, we offer monthly speaker/slide programs, field trips, a newsletter, and books to
purchase. Meetings the third Thursday of most months.

Sideoats grama


http://www.npsot.org/Houston

Native Trees

That Thrive in Poorly Drained Black Gumbo Soil

Bald Cypress(Taxodium distichuins a longlived shade tree (to 100') with feathery leaves and yettemst
fall color. Leaves fall for the winter. The fruit is a 1" round cone.

Swamp Chestnut Oak's(Quercus michauxiileaves turrbright red in the fall. This longved shade tree can
grow to 80 feet. It can take standing water for up to a wedleautiful tree.

Water Oak (Quercus nigrajs semievergreen which means that the leaves stay on in warm winters and fall off
in cold. This shade tree grows rapidly to 30" with three different leaf shapes.

Willow Oak (Quercus phelloshas long, narrow willowike leaves so there's not much to rake in fall.

River Birch (Betula nigrg is a lovely shade tree which grows to a height of 90 ft. and has triangular leaves
rounded on the bottom which turn yellow in the fall. The flaking bark is outstanding. Saplings have red cherry
like bark and later peackwhite flaking to reveal darker pelacolored bark.

Black Gum (Nyssa sylvaticals a large shade tree to 100 feet with short crooked branches which come off the
trunk at right angles. It turns bright red in early fall (sometimes even in Au§estale black gum trees bear
1/2 inch black brries which birds relish.

Drummond Red Maple (Acer rubrum var. drummondii} a large shade tree to 90 feet tall. It grows fast but
can live 50 years and features red flowers in January on males, and red winged fruits on females in spring ca
samuraslf the winter weather is cold enough, Drummond red migalees turryellow then redefore falling

Green Ash(Fraxinus pennsylvanica$ a fast growing shade tree to 50" with yellow fall color. Female Green
Ashes have bunches of green matchssiziedfruit which birds love.

Fringe Tree (Chioanthus virginicus)s an understory tree that blooms in spring with fragrant-jmetgled
white flowers that look like a fringe all over the tree. The leaves are 4 to 8 inches long.

Parsley Hawthorn (Crataegus mashallii) is an understory tree to 20 feet whose leaves look like parsley. This
thorny tree has sparkling white flowers in spring with pink stamens, followed by red 1/3 inch fruit in the fall
which birds and small mammals love, and yellow fall color. Tlag dark flakes to reveal the orange inner

bark. Butterfly larva eat the foliage and birds like to nest in the tree.

Roughtleaf Dogwood(Cornus drummondiils very different from its "cousin” the showy flowering dogwood
(Cornus florida). The rouglea dogwood has clusters @fhite bloomsn spring rather than the large white
bracts of its cousin. This suckering tiees white berries in the fall.

Snowbell (Styrax americanais a smallshade tolerant (moist , acidic soit8hamental tree with oval leaves
that only gets 10 feet high. It has white blooms all over the tree in spring that hang downward showing the
yellow stamens.

Indigo-bush Amorpha or False Indigo(Amorpha fruticosajs an understory tree with small compound leaves
and 48 inch spikes of pyle flowers with electric orange anthers in spring. It gets 5 to 10 feet high and is good
for erosion control.

Sweetbay Magnolia(Magnolia virginiang is much smaller than the Southern Magnolia and likes swampy
places. It has the same fragrant white flowers in spring but smali8f)2I'his understory tree is semi
evergreen, the leaves have white undersides. It has 2" brown cones with many compartncbrgplit open
and the 1/2 inch red seeds dangle by a thlikadstructure.

The Native Plant Society of TexasHouston Chapterwww.npsot.ordhouston




