
Here’s a Sneak Preview! 
Oct . 6  F ie ld  Tr i p  showcases  the  bes t  o f  
Kerrvilleõs drought-to lera nt  landscapes  

October Meeting:  
(1st Tuesday of the month)  
Tuesday, October 6th  

Field Trip to Water-Saver 

Landscape Contest Winners 
Meet at 6:00 p.m. at 

Albertsonõs parking lot  
(under the big Albertsonõs sign 
out by Sidney Baker.) We will 

caravan and/or carpool to the  
4 homes. Or, meet us at the 

first house around 6:10. 
 

Then after the tour, please join 
us for dinner at Acapulcoõs ñ 

make new friends and get your 
fill of Tex-Mex and margaritas! 

(Dutch treat of course.) 

Viewing Order:  

#1 - 637 Oak Hollow Dr.  

Near the intersection of Loop 534 and 

173. Enter Oak Hollow Drive from 173. 

#2 - 2852 Rock Barn Dr.  

Enter Comanche Trace Drive from 173, 

pass the lake on right, then turn left onto 

Rock Barn Drive.  

#3 - 3919 Kite Drive  

Go back to Comanche Trace Drive, turn 
left, and go about another mile. Kite Drive 
will be on the right.  

#4 - 2062 Summit Crest  

From Loop 534 weõll turn right on Vista 

Ridge, then (2nd) right on Summit Spur, 

then right again on Summit Top (near 

water tower), then right on Summit Crest. 

 

Then  
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At this house  

we will also  

see a fabulous 

rainwater 

collection system 

and irrigated 

vegetable beds.  

http://www.npsot.org/kerrville
http://www.npsot.org/kerrville


NATIVES ON THE GROW Page 2 

 

Message from the President:  
Hello Native Plant People ñ   

Isnõt the rain exciting!! 

 Fifteen NPSOT memberships 

have been renewed in the past three 

months. Also, we have seven new 

members. Thank you so much for 

renewing and joining!  We now have 

a total of 76 memberships in our 

Chapter, but since family memberships are counted as 

one, we actually have slightly over 100 members.  The 

future of our organization is very bright! 

 The NPSOT annual symposium will be in Wichita 

Falls from October 15-18. The program appears to be 

as excellent as it always is. I will arrive on Friday. I 

hope other Kerrville members can attend. You should 

have received a brochure, and more information is 

available at www.NPSOT.org. 

 Donõt forget the “Down by the Riverside” Fall 

Festival and Native Plant Sale at Riverside Nature 

Center on Saturday, October 3 from 8:00 a.m. to  

3:00 p.m. This event is co-sponsored by Riverside 

Nature Center and the Texas Master Naturalists. 

Come early for the best selection of plants. NPSOT 

will have an information table at this event. 

 Our 2nd annual Holiday Party will be held Tuesday 

evening, December 1st. Last year we had a fun time 

exchanging plants and seeds and eating good food. So 

save this date on your calendar, and be thinking about 

plants you might want to share at that time. 

 It is a pleasure to be president of this active and 

growing organization. 

 

Sincerely, 

Edna Platte 
President  

NPSOT, Kerrville Chapter 

 

P.S. We still need 2 volunteers to sit at the NPSOT 

table from 2 to 3 p.m. Oct. 3rd at Riverside Nature 

Center. If you can help, please call Sharon Walling at 

257-2714, or email her at swalling@stx.rr.com.  

Upcoming Events:  

Saturday, October 3rd  

òDown by the Riversideó  

Fall Festival and Native Plant Sale 

October 15 -18 

Native Plant Society of Texas  

Annual Symposium 

Wichita Falls, Texas 

Monday, October 26th  

Hill Country Master Naturalists  

Monthly Meeting 

7 p.m.  

Riverside Nature Center 

Our Next Monthly Meeting  

Tuesday, November 3rd, 2:00 pm  

(1st Tuesday of the month) 

Dr. Floyd Waller, Ph.D., will present a 

slide show on Texas grasses  

Welcome  

New 

Members!  
We are thrilled to welcome the 

following new members to our 

Kerrville Chapter of NPSOT: 
 

§ Laura Baker (Kerrville) 

§ Anne Brown (Kerrville) 

§ Sheryl Cardwell (Mountain Home) 

§ Phil & Pat Hamman (Ingram) 

§ Nancy Ory (Austin) 

§ Kathy Russell (Kerrville) 

http://www.npsot.org
mailto:swalling@stx.rr.com
mailto:swalling@stx.rr.com
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Native plants that  

can take the drought  
 A recent discussion with Susan Sander (local 

landscaper and the visionary behind the development of 

our beloved Riverside Nature Center) brought out the 

need to educate our newcomers (and a few old-timers 

as well!) about the ability of native species to withstand 

droughts such as the one we have experienced this year. 

Susan pointed out that many native species go dormant 

in the heat of summer, shedding their leaves as a 

mechanism to reduce moisture loss. Many well-meaning 

homeowners will constantly water these plants to 

sustain lush green foliage, instead of letting nature take 

its course.  

 Susan noted that the 3 natives below in her plantings 

survived all summer just fine, with rainfall only:  

Skeleton-Leaf  

Goldeneye 

Damianita 

Gregg Dalea 

What plants have done well  

for YOU with no extra water?  

 Please tell us what plants did well  

this summer in your garden, with little or 

no extra watering. Iõll report back with 

those next month! 

Send your email to NPSOT Newsletter  

Subject line: Drought -tolerant plants  

Plant of the Season ñ Fall õ09 

Skeleton - Leaf Goldeneye  
(Viguiera stenoloba)  

Skeleton-leaf goldeneye grows on rocky ground 
from the Rio Grande Valley to the Edwards Plateau, 
west to the Trans-Pecos. With its skeletal dark 

green leaves, golden daisies and rounded growth 
habit, it is an extremely ornamental shrub or sub-
shrub. It adapts to most well-drained sites in full sun, 

and will benefit from being cut back to maintain a 
dense shrubby appearance. In its native habitat, 
skeleton-leaf goldeneye is evergreen, but farther 

north it will be only root hardy. This plant blooms 
intermittently through the summer and heavily in the 
fall. Its leaves contain aromatic oils which discourage 

heavy browsing by deer. It is a larval plant for some 
butterflies. 
 

Source:   http://aggie -horticulture.tamu.edu  

NICE! Program  
(N atives Instead of Common Exotics ) 

Please visit the following nurseries in Kerrville  

this fall to find this wonderful native plant! 

Thank them for their support of the program,  

buy a plant for your garden, and help spread the 
word about NICE! Plants. 

 Alltex Nursery ñ 1302 Bandera Hwy. 

 Plant Haus 2 ñ 528 Jefferson St. 

mailto:billcindy@omniglobal.net
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ornamentals/nativeshrubs/viguierastenol.htm
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Water  

Conservation  

Tips  
We asked:  How do YOU conserve water at your home? 

Here are some tips weõve accumulated from our 

members during the past month. Mike Mecke provided 

several of the outside tips at last monthõs meeting. 

INSIDE:  

§ Set a bucket under bathtub spigot to catch cold water 

that is usually wasted; turn on shower only after 

water warms. 

§ Take a two-minute shower. 

§ Take a òNavy Shower:ó Turn off water while lathering 

up, shampooing hair, or shaving legs. 

§ Soak and rinse dishes in a water-filled basin in the 

kitchen sink rather than continuously running water. 

§ Reuse water left in glasses or water bottles to water 

houseplants. 

OUTSIDE:  

§ Catch rainwater wherever you can. If you canõt afford 

a full-scale rainwater collection system, use barrels, 

buckets, and/or stock tanks wherever rain cascades 

off the roof of your house, barn, storage building, or 

dog-house. Then, add an electric pump to send it 

where you need it most. 

§ Direct A/C condensation run-off to a nearby tree or 

bed by attaching extra hosing and securing with a 

hose clamp. 

§ Always build up a soil basin around new trees to hold 

some extra water while roots are getting established. 

§ On slopes, build up berms here and there (using 

rocks & soil) to slow and hold water longer. 

§ Or use terracing on slopes to level out and slow 

water drainage. 

Texas Native Plant Week  

October 19 -25, 2009  

Effective September 1, 2009, there will be an 
official Texas Native Plant Week celebrated 

annually the third week in October. 

During the 2009 Texas legislative session, 
Representative Donna Howard of Austin 

authored a bill entitled òAn Act relating to a 
recognition week to celebrate Texas native 
plantsó (CSHB 1739). She introduced the bill at 
the urging of Faye Tessnow of the Highland 

Lake Chapter of the Native Plant Society of 
Texas. 

The bill was sponsored in the Senate by Texasõ 

youngest senator, Glenn Hegar of Katy. It 
passed unanimously in both houses. Governor 
Rick Perry signed the bill into law on June 16, 

2009. 

Faye Tessnow convinced Representative 
Howard to introduce this legislation because 

she felt the official state recognition could serve 
to emphasize the role of native plants in 
conservation efforts, support efforts to teach 

school children about native plants, and make 
the public aware that native-plant species are 
threatened by loss of habitat and invasion of 

exotic species. 

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS:  

We need your input for  

future newsletters! 

Please email comments, pictures, 

or news items to: 

NPSOT Newsletter  

Subject line:  NPSOT Newsletter 

mailto:billcindy@omniglobal.net
mailto:billcindy@omniglobal.net
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Native Plant Society of Texas  

The mission of The Native Plant Society of Texas is to promote research, conservation and  

utilization of native plants and plant habitats of Texas through education, outreach and example. 

Membership  
NPSOT is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization funded primarily through membership dues.  

We welcome your support as a member and invite you to join us. 
Membership forms are available at chapter meetings and the NPSOT website www.npsot.org. 

Membership categories and annual dues are:  

 Individual : $25 

 Couple/Family : $40 

 Student:  $15 

 Senior Individual (65+) : $20 

 Senior Couple (one 65+) : $30 

 Group :  $50 

 Patron :  $100 

 Benefactor :  $250 

 Supporting :  $500 

 Corporate Sponsor :  $1000 

 Lifetime (one-time payment for individual or couple) : $1000 

Note to Members:  

Renewal letters are mailed to all members at the beginning of the month your membership expires. 

For IRS income tax purposes, the full amount of your NPSOT membership dues is tax-deductible as a charitable contribution. 

 

NAMETAGS  are kept at RNC and brought out for each NPSOT meeting. They help us get to know each other! 

If you are a new member, we are already making one for you and we will have it at the next meeting at RNC. 

If yours is missing, please contact our Director of Membership, Nina Wagner, at wagnina@windstream.net or 

phone her at 896-5903 before our next meeting. 

Our Goals:  
§ To educate both our members and the general public, and to foster a greater awareness and understanding of 

our native flora; 

§ To preserve rare and endangered species and their habitats; 

§ To encourage landscaping with appropriate native plants, for their beauty, ease of maintenance, and water-
conserving qualities; 

§ To protect, conserve and restore native plants threatened by development; 

§ To encourage the responsible propagation of native plants; 

§ To promote an appreciation and understanding of current, historical and potential uses of native plants. 

http://www.npsot.org
mailto:wagnina@windstream.net
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The following businesses contribute annually  

to our Chapter.  

Please support them as well!   

Alltex Nursery/Landscapes  
Unique garden gifts ð Circle E candles  

Landscape Design & Installation  

Irrigation Design & Installation  

Danny & Wendy Massey  

1302 Bandera Highway, Kerrville, TX  

830-895-5242 

www.alltexlandscapes.com  

The Plant Haus 2  

528 Jefferson St. 

Kerrville, TX 78028  

Phone: 830-792-4444 or 1 -800-887-3014 

Karen King Smith  

Texas Certified Master Nurseryman 

Email: ksmith@ktc.com  

Natives of Texas  
Hill Country Native Plants  

4256 Medina Hwy  

Kerrville, TX 78028  

830-896-2169 

Website: http://www.nativesoftexas.com/  

Email: dwinningham@mac.com  

Wildgoose Gallery and Store  
Manufacturers of Luggage & Leather Goods,  

Backpacks, Fanny Packs, Totes, Native Plant/  
Wildlife Field Guides, Wildlife & Western Art Gallery, 

Custom Furniture, Accessories & Gifts  

Come See Us! 

3187 Junction Highway, Ingram, TX  

830-367-5553  or  800-749-1805 

http://www.wildgoosemanufacturing.com/  

Native American Seed  
Junction, TX  

1-800-728-4043 

Texas Native Grass and Wildflower Seed  

…restoring the earth 

FREE Catalog  

http://www.seedsource.com/  

Become a  

NPSOT Sponsor!  

Contact Trish Stone  

trishnbill@hctc.net  

238-3132 

http://www.alltexlandscapes.com
mailto:ksmith@ktc.com
http://www.nativesoftexas.com/
mailto:dwinningham@mac.com
http://www.wildgoosemanufacturing.com/
http://www.seedsource.com/
mailto:trishnbill@hctc.net

