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NATIVES ON THE GROW 

Upcoming Events: 

Monday, November 16 
Texas Master Naturalist 

Hill Country Chapter 
Monthly Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
Riverside Nature Center 

 
Tuesday, November 17 

Kerr County Cactus  
& Succulent Society  

Monthly Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 

Butt-Holdsworth Mem. Library 

Tuesday, December 1 

Our Next Monthly Meeting 
Holiday Social and 

Seed & Plant Exchange 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Riverside Nature Center 
 

Nov. Meeting: 

Tues., Nov. 3rd, 2009 

(1st Tuesday of the month) 

2:00 p.m. 

Riverside Nature Center 

 

Dr. Floyd Waller, Ph.D.  

in Botany/Plant Taxonomy 

from Texas A&M Univ.,  

will present: 

“A Survey of Common 

Texas Grasses” 

Message from the President: 
Hello Native Plant People! 

Thank you, Mike Mecke and others, for the fun and  

well-attended October 6th field trip. Mike has a great list of 

programs lined up for the 2009/2010 year.   

Many people picked up information about NPSOT from 

Sharon Walling and others at our “Down by the Riverside” table on Oct. 3. Cindy 

Anderson‘s newsletter is especially beautiful and informative. Thank you all for 

your cooperation and interest in all of our NPSOT activities. 

On October 20th, we participated in honoring two Kerrville Native Plant 

promoters, Dorothy Baird Matizza and Dr. Robert Dewers, at a reception at 

Riverside Nature Center. Throughout the state, NPSOT has two new chapters 

this year and about 100 new members. Also, we had our first official ―Texas 

Native Plant Week‖ October 19-25. 

A reminder — our 2nd annual Holiday Social will be held Tuesday evening, 

December 1st. Last year we had a great time exchanging plants and seeds, 

sharing some wonderful food, and getting to know one another better. So save 

this date on your calendar, and be potting up those plants you‘d like to share. 

Again, it is a pleasure to be president of this active and growing 

organization. 

Sincerely, 

Edna Platte 
President  

NPSOT, Kerrville Chapter 

 Library Native Plant Garden  

Work Party 

Tuesday, November 10 from 9-11 a.m. behind the public library. 

Bring your clippers and gloves and help get ready for spring. 

http://www.npsot.org/kerrville
http://www.npsot.org/kerrville
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Your Officers for 2009-10 

Welcome  

New 

Members! 
We are thrilled to welcome 

the following new members 

this month to our Kerrville 

Chapter of NPSOT: 
 

 Susan Eklund  (Kerrville) 

 Edward Miller (Kerrville) 

Late Bloomers, 2-timers,  
and Fruit-and-Nut Cases 
by Susan Sander  

(plant watcher) 

The lengthy drought of 2009 had just about dried up 

the plant world, scattering all my hopes like dust on 

the wind. The September rains revived the plant world (and my spirits), 

a testament to the resilience of Nature, and a reminder of just how 

close we are to the desert. 

Fall has been splendid – it‘s the forgotten wildflower season, certainly a 

surprise after summer droughts. Perhaps the lack of summer rain kept 

many other plants from over-competing with the slow growth of late 

bloomers. 

Right on schedule the fall wildflowers started their show: gayfeather, 

goldenrods, Maximilan sunflower (and other DYCs*), fall asters,  

frost aster, thoroughwort, snow-on-the-mountain,  school house lilies 

(AKA ox-blood lily), fall rainlily, goldeneye, autumn sage, Mexican bush 

sage, eryngo, and evergreen sumac (red berries to follow). 

After going dormant during the heat of summer, many spring peren-

nials came back for a second time: verbena, mealy blue sage, tropical 

sage, blackfoot daisy, huisache daisy, parralena, dayflower, gaura, nerve 

ray, hymenoxys, parralena, Gregg‘s mist flower, tropical milkweed, 

swamp milkweed, snakeroot, even one Indian paintbrush.  Goldenball 

leadtree and Anacacho orchidtree are showing off again; even Bradford 

pears rebloomed along with a few redbuds. Pretty crazy. 

Bloomers are often triggered by rain, especially cenizo.  Summer 

flowers wake up with the refreshing rains to come back in force:  

lantana, rose pavonia, kidneywood, beebrush, Gregg‘s dalea, damanita, 

woolly buddelia, Turks cap, yellowbells and zexmenia. 

Fall rains also jump-start next spring‘s wildflowers:  already bluebonnet 

sprouts are up.  Straggler daisy seeds turned into tiny green confetti 

within days of rain.  Watch closely as others sprout to spend the 

winter gathering heavy morning dew while they hug the ground. 

And as an added bonus don‘t forget the native grasses; little bluestem 

might not be as showy this year but we still have Lindheimer muhly, 

seep muhly, Indian grass, lovegrass, sideoats grama, tall grama to add 

texture and movement. 

Fall also is the time of harvest with a wide variety of seeds and berries, 

the winter larder for wildlife: purple American beautyberry, red berries 

on snailseed, spicebush, possum haw and yaupon holly, magenta prickly 

pears, the black capsules of Mexican buckeye, the long rattling pods of 

goldenball lead-tree, and drop of acorns and walnuts. 

Hints of fall leaf colors are starting with poison ivy and its cousin, flame

-leaf sumac, plus Virginia creeper, walnuts, Chinaberry. 

‗Tis the season – full of surprises, full of promise.  Enjoy. 

* DYC stands for “dang yellow composites!!!” 

President 

Edna Platte 
platte@ktc.com 

Vice President-Programs 
Mike Mecke 
mmecke@stx.rr.com 

Vice President-Outreach 

Diane McMahon 
jmcmahon@stx.rr.com 

Secretary 
Marilyn Butcher 

marilynb@hctc.net 

Treasurer 
Trish Stone 
trishnbill@hctc.net 

Director of Communications 

Cindy Anderson 
billcindy@omniglobal.net 

Director of Membership 
Nina Wagner 

wagnina@windstream.net 

Director-at-Large 
Scott Magee 
smagee@hctc.net 

 
Committee Chairpeople: 
Library Garden: Bob Richie  
N.I.C.E. Project: Melinda Wasson  

and Cynthia Johnson  
Information Table: Sharon Walling  
Webmaster: Raúl Peña 

mailto:platte@ktc.com
mailto:mmecke@stx.rr.com
mailto:jmcmahon@stx.rr.com
mailto:marilynb@hctc.net
mailto:trishnbill@hctc.net
mailto:billcindy@omniglobal.net
mailto:wagnina@windstream.net
mailto:smagee@hctc.net
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Another great native plant: 

Side Oats Grama 
Contributed by Barbara Lowenthal 

Common Name: Side Oats Grama 

Scientific Name: Bouteloua curtipendula 

FAMILY NAME: POACEAE  

Type: Grass 

Height: To 3.5 feet 

Bloom Period: May-October 

Seed Period: June-November 

Longevity: Perennial 

Growth habit: Bunch-like grass. Upright to spreading. 

Growing conditions: Drought tolerant, sun. 

Leaves: To 1 ft. long x about ¼‖ wide; basal arrangement 

Flowers: Arranged mostly along one side of a spike, 

numerous, orange-red 

Reproduction: Seed, rhizomes 

Remarks: Side Oats Grama is the State Grass of Texas. 

It is an excellent grass for wildlife. It is highly nutritious 

forage for livestock. Birds use the plant for food, nesting 

and cover. It is a larval plant for at least two species of 

skipper butterflies (Dotted and Green). 

A Review of our Past Year 

Submitted to State NPSOT  

Kerrville Chapter Activity Report ï  

September 1, 2008-August 31, 2009 

Meetings are held from September through June on the first 

Tuesday of the month. They are held at Riverside Nature Center 

(RNC) or at a field trip location. Meetings are open to the public 

and have educational programs with speakers who are experts in 

the field. The programs this year included water resources for 

wildlife, native plant habitat, global warming, ñask the native 

plant expertsò, butterfly gardens, native river plants and a talk 

and book signing by Matt Warnock Turner. 

For the first time the Kerrville Chapter is having some evening 

meetings so people who have day commitments can attend.  

Attendance has been greater at the evening meetings than at the 

daytime meetings so we will continue to have some evening and 

some daytime meetings. 

Fieldtrips:  In May we had a field trip to the Butterfly Garden at 

Kerrville-Schreiner Park. The flowers were in full bloom and we 

had several ñdocentsò for the participants.  In October, we 

visited the Medina Garden Nursery Demonstration Gardens. 

Grants: A $823.00 matching grant was given for state-of-the-art 

directional and educational signs for Riverside Nature Centerôs 

gardens. 

Outreach:  

 An extensively revised edition of Native Plants for 

Landscaping in the Texas Hill Country was published. One 

thousand copies were ordered and distributed in 8 months.  

Another thousand have been printed because there was a 

waiting list for more than 200 copies. This free brochure 

provides information about more than 200 native plants; a 

bibliography of current books; and lists of organizations, 

nurseries and websites.  The brochure is primarily distributed 

at RNC, NPSOT meetings, home owner associations and 

through nature or gardening-oriented organizations.   

 A monthly newsletter is published August through June 

which is emailed or mailed to members and interested 

visitors. Announcements or articles about the meetings are 

usually in three local newspapers and the newsletters of five 

local organizations. 

 NPSOT has an information table at RNCôs Earth Day 

Celebration and Down By the Riverside. Questions are 

answered and information distributed. 

 Maintenance continues at the Butt-Holdsworth Library 

Native Plants Garden which is located behind the public 

library. City of Kerrville Parks and Recreation staff have 

assisted with cutting down big branches, cactus and cutting 

up a large fallen tree.  More than 35 different native plants 

have been identified in this garden. 

Fundraiser: The Native Plant Sale at the Earth Day Celebration 

at RNC is our annual fund raiser. The plant sale profits are 

divided evenly between RNC and NPSOT. This year NPSOTôs 

share of the profits was $1,597. NPSOT members selected and 

donated the plants, arranged the sale  and worked as cashiers  

and helped people select the plants.  The plants were essentially 

sold out. 

 

Submitted by Edna Platte 

President, Kerrville Chapter, platte@ktc.com, 830-257-2185 

TO ALL OUR MEMBERS: 
We need your input for future newsletters! 

Please email comments, pictures, or news items to: 

NPSOT Newsletter  

Subject line:  NPSOT Newsletter 

Photo by Marilyn Knight  

mailto:platte@ktc.com
mailto:billcindy@omniglobal.net
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In celebration of the first Texas 

Native Plant Week, a reception was 
held at Riverside Nature Center on 
Tuesday, October 20, 2009 honoring 

Dorothy Mattiza and Dr. Robert 
Dewers. This event was sponsored by 
Riverside Nature Center and the Native 

Plant Society of Texas, Kerrville 
Chapter. 

Dorothy Mattiza is a past state 

president of the Native Plant Society of 
Texas. While she was owner of 
Gunsight Mountain Ranch, she 
photographed and/or made a scanned 

copy of every native plant species on 
her Hill Country ranch. These beautiful 
pictures of Hill Country plants were on 

display at the reception. 
 

Dr. Robert Dewers is a retired den-
drologist, who has spent his entire 
career in the world of trees. He over-

saw the installation of the arboretum at 
Riverside Nature Center and has 
continued to give generously of his time 

and knowledge about trees. 

Bill Lindemann was Master of Ceremo-
nies for this event. Susan Sander, the 
visionary behind the very creation of 

RNC in the early 90‘s, spoke and 
detailed many of the contributions by 
Mattiza and Dewers to the development 

of the nature center, the clearing and 
sculpting of the grounds, then the 
plantings of native trees, shrubs and 

groundcovers which were at that time 
little-known and rarely available. 

Barbara Stidham, Executive Director  
of Riverside Nature Center, and Edna 

Platte, President of the Kerrville 
Chapter of the Native Plant Society  
of Texas, both spoke as well, and 

awarded certificates of appreciation  
to both honorees.  

Reception honors two who helped  

make Riverside Nature Center possible  

Dorothy Mattiza and Dr. Robert Dewers  
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Native Plant Society of Texas 

The mission of The Native Plant Society of Texas is to promote research, conservation and  

utilization of native plants and plant habitats of Texas through education, outreach and example. 

Membership 
NPSOT is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization funded primarily through membership dues.  

We welcome your support as a member and invite you to join us. 
Membership forms are available at chapter meetings and the NPSOT website www.npsot.org. 

Membership categories and annual dues are: 

 Individual : $25 

 Couple/Family : $40 

 Student:  $15 

 Senior Individual (65+) : $20 

 Senior Couple (one 65+) : $30 

 Group :  $50 

 Patron :  $100 

 Benefactor :  $250 

 Supporting :  $500 

 Corporate Sponsor :  $1000 

 Lifetime (one-time payment for individual or couple) : $1000 

Note to Members: 

Renewal letters are mailed to all members at the beginning of the month your membership expires. 

For IRS income tax purposes, the full amount of your NPSOT membership dues is tax-deductible as a charitable contribution. 

 

NAMETAGS are kept at RNC and brought out for each NPSOT meeting. They help us get to know each other! 

If you are a new member, we are already making one for you and we will have it at the next meeting at RNC. 

If yours is missing, please contact our Director of Membership, Nina Wagner, at wagnina@windstream.net or 

phone her at 896-5903 before our next meeting. 

Our Goals: 
 To educate both our members and the general public, and to foster a greater awareness and understanding of 

our native flora; 

 To preserve rare and endangered species and their habitats; 

 To encourage landscaping with appropriate native plants, for their beauty, ease of maintenance, and water-
conserving qualities; 

 To protect, conserve and restore native plants threatened by development; 

 To encourage the responsible propagation of native plants; 

 To promote an appreciation and understanding of current, historical and potential uses of native plants. 

http://www.npsot.org
mailto:wagnina@windstream.net
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The following businesses contribute annually  

to our Chapter.  

Please support them as well!  

Alltex Nursery/Landscapes 
Unique garden gifts ð Circle E candles 

Landscape Design & Installation 

Irrigation Design & Installation 

Danny & Wendy Massey 

1302 Bandera Highway, Kerrville, TX 

830-895-5242 

www.alltexlandscapes.com 

The Plant Haus 2 

528 Jefferson St. 

Kerrville, TX 78028 

Phone: 830-792-4444 or 1-800-887-3014 

Karen King Smith 

Texas Certified Master Nurseryman 

Email: ksmith@ktc.com 

Natives of Texas 
Hill Country Native Plants  

4256 Medina Hwy 

Kerrville, TX 78028 

830-896-2169 

Website: http://www.nativesoftexas.com/ 

Email: dwinningham@mac.com 

Wildgoose Gallery and Store 
Manufacturers of Luggage & Leather Goods,  

Backpacks, Fanny Packs, Totes, Native Plant/  
Wildlife Field Guides, Wildlife & Western Art Gallery, 

Custom Furniture, Accessories & Gifts 

Come See Us! 

3187 Junction Highway, Ingram, TX 

830-367-5553  or  800-749-1805 

http://www.wildgoosemanufacturing.com/ 

 

Become a  

NPSOT Sponsor! 

Contact Trish Stone 

trishnbill@hctc.net 

238-3132 

http://www.alltexlandscapes.com
mailto:ksmith@ktc.com
http://www.nativesoftexas.com/
mailto:dwinningham@mac.com
http://www.wildgoosemanufacturing.com/
mailto:trishnbill@hctc.net

