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NATIVES ON THE GROW 

New signs are up at RNC Nature Trail!  

9 beautiful new signs, designed by students at Schreiner University and produced professionally for 

Riverside Nature Center, were installed recently on the Nature Trail. Much effort went into assuring that 

the signage will help to educate visitors walking on the paths of the Nature Center. The project was 

funded with grant funds, some of which came from this chapter. Thank you to all who participated in the 

vision, research, funding, writing, coordination and installation of these durable and attractive signs. 

http://www.npsot.org/kerrville
http://www.npsot.org/kerrville
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Message from the President:  

Hello Native Plant People:  

I attended the NPSOT quarterly board 

meeting in Fredericksburg on Saturday, 

January 16. Over 40 representatives from 

chapters throughout the state attended. 
NPSOT is growing, with thirty-three 

chapters and over 1,700 members. 

 

Two interesting projects that might be 

appropriate for Kerrville were discussed: 

§ Site survey in a local park and then use this data to 

promote native plants to the county or city. The 

Williamson County chapter (Georgetown) has been 

successful with this project. 

§ Monitor the recurring plant life cycle of an individual 

species through a well-developed project by USA 

National Phenology Network. Jackie Poole with 

TPWD is involved in this project. 

 

The quarterly NPSOT News should arrive soon and on 

time! There will be a new column with chapter news and 

comments. I plan to contribute information about the 

excellent publicity we have. Thank you Diane especially for 

the PBS announcements and Cindy for new flyers at RNC. 

 

Fundraising will begin soon to enable NPSOT to be more 

proactive in promoting its mission statement by having an 

Executive Director, as outlined in the NPSOTõs Strategic 

Goals and Objectives 2008-2012 which was approved in 

2008. 

 

The NPSOT website www.npsot.org always has native  

plant information and news about NPSOT. They recently 

featured a wonderful story about Medina Gardens Nursery 

in Medina, Texas. Check this site often for great 

information on the very best of Texas native plants. 

 

Keep thinking and doing Native Plants. 

 

Sincerely, 

Edna Platte 
President  

NPSOT, Kerrville Chapter 

Upcoming Events:  

Tuesday, Jan. 26 ñ 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

Join Barbara Lowenthal for a walk in the 

RNC meadow. Witness the miracle of native 

plants and see rosettes of Standing Cypress, 

Engelmannõs Daisy, Purple Coneflower and 

many other plants that are emerging from 

the winter freeze. Coffee and homemade 

cookies will be served after the tour.  

 

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 11:30 am -12:45 p.m.  

Brown Bag Lunch at RNC  

òManagement and Conservation of Native 

Texas Fishó Bring your lunch and come hear 

this fascinating program about our 

disappearing Texas resources.  

Our Next Monthly Meeting:  

(First Tuesday of the month, always) 

Tuesday, February 2, 2:00 p.m.  

Mr. Steve Nelle, a Regional Wildlife Biologist 

with the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service in San Angelo, will discuss plants that 

grow along the banks of rivers, streams, 

ponds and lakes. The program title is 

òRiparian Plants ñ the Key to Healthy 

Creeks and Rivers.ó Weõll have cookies and 

coffee during the first 15 minutes! 

Coffee and Cookies!  

Letõs start having coffee and 

cookies the first 15 minutes of 

each meeting, while we mix and 

mingle and make new friends! 

Your officers have brought refreshments 

several times in the past year, so we are 

now asking for your help. We need 2 

people to each bring 3 dozen cookies to 

our next meeting. Please email Cindy A.  

if you can do so this month! Please have 
cookies here by 1:55 on meeting day. 

     Thank you!  

http://www.npsot.org/
mailto:billcindy@omniglobal.net?subject=Cookies
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JANUARY AND FEBRUARY in the garden é 
This is a great time of year to upgrade your landscape and to replace those plants that did not survive the 

heat and drought of last summer. When selecting new plants, strive to plant natives or well-adapted 

varieties over more exotic selections that have proven themselves unworthy of your time and your money! 

And donõt forget to BUY LOCAL ! (Check out our sponsors again on the last page of this newsletter.) 

Their plants and seeds are already adapted to our local soils, water, and climate.  

 

 

 

 

  Here are two more GREAT plants that survived last summerõs brutal heat and drought: 

 

DONõT FORGET TO BUY LOCAL! 

Buying local is good for our community because our money stays closer to home,  

supporting our local economy and sustaining jobs for our friends and neighbors.  

Esperanza (Yellow Bells) 
Tecoma stans 

§ Texas native plant, considered mostly deer resistant.  

§ Deciduous perennial shrub (but not always winter hardy; 

protect in winter with added layers of mulch.) 

§ Blooms all summer & fall (June through November). 

§ Flowers attract hummingbirds and butterflies.  

§ Low to moderate water usage; extremely drought and  

heat tolerant.  

§ Plant in full sun. Prefers fertile, well-drained soil. 

§ Grows 4-8 feet tall with a spread of 4-8 feet. 

§ Prune back to 6ó during late winter or early spring 

Mexican Bush Sage 
Salvia leucantha 

§ Large-growing perennial, grows 3-5õ tall  

x 3-5õ wide 

§ Full sun, well-drained soil, extremely drought-

tolerant. 

§ Beautiful purple flowers in summer and fall 

§ Prune back to 6ó during late winter or  

early spring 

§ EXTREMELY deer -resistant!  



NATIVES ON THE GROW Page 4 

 

TO ALL  

OUR MEMBERS: 

We would love your  

input for future  

newsletters! 

Please email comments, 

pictures, or news items  

to: 

NPSOT Newsletter  

Your Officers  

for 2009 -10 

President  

Edna Platte 
platte@ktc.com 

Vice President -Programs  
Mike Mecke 
mmecke@stx.rr.com 

Vice President -Outreach  

Diane McMahon 
jmcmahon@stx.rr.com 

Secretary  
Marilyn Butcher 

marilynb@hctc.net 

Treasurer  
Trish Stone 
trishnbill@hctc.net 

Director of Communications  

Cindy Anderson 
billcindy@omniglobal.net 

Director of Membership  
Nina Wagner 

wagnina@windstream.net 

Director -at-Large  
Scott Magee 
smagee@hctc.net 

 
Committee Chairpeople:  
Library Garden: Bob Richie  
N.I.C.E. Project: Melinda Wasson 

and Cynthia Johnson  
Information Table: Sharon Walling  
Webmaster: Raúl Peña 

If you havenõt walked the Nature Trail  

at Riverside Nature Center recently,  
be sure to do so at your next opportunity!  
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