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NATIVES ON THE GROW 

March Meeting Topic to be WILD (scaping)  

Please join us for an EVENING meeting on Tues-

day, March 2, at Riverside Nature Center, when 

Ms. Judit Green, an Urban Wildlife Biologist with 

Texas Parks and Wildlife in San Antonio, will pre-

sent òWildscaping: Landscaping to Benefit Wild-

life.ó Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m., and weõll share 

coffee and cookies again for the first few minutes.  

Native plants and special features can create a 

beautiful landscape that invites wildlife to your 

backyard. Attracting butterflies and hummingbirds 

with nectar-rich flowers is easy to do. In addition, 

adding other simple components will also make 

your yard a haven for frogs, lizards, songbirds, and 

some small mammals. You can start by simply put-

ting up a birdbath or planting a fruit-bearing native 

shrub in your garden. Itõs not difficult to be suc-

cessful, and youõll be amazed at the types of wildlife 

you can attract to your property while also con-

serving water. 

Ms. Green graduated from Texas A&M University 

with a degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Science.  

She has worked for Texas Parks and Wildlife since 

graduation more than 20 years ago, and for the last 

15 years has been assigned to San Antonio, cur-

rently at Government Canyon State Natural Area. 

òWildscaping:  

Landscaping to  

Benefit Wildlifeó 

Tuesday, March 2, 7pm at RNC  

Ms. Judit Green  

Urban Wildlife Biologist  

http://www.npsot.org/kerrville
http://www.npsot.org/kerrville
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Message from the President:  

Hello Native Plant People:  

Our big native Plant Sale is April 17 at Riv-

erside Nature Center, with a presale for 

NPSOT and RNC members only on Friday 

April 16 from 5 to 7pm. Proceeds from 
this plant sale are divided between Native 

Plant Society and Riverside Nature Center 

and this is NPSOTõs major fund raiser. 

Volunteers are still needed for the plant 

sale and for the NPSOT information table. Volunteer sign 

up sheets will be at NPSOTõs March meeting. 
 

Mike Mecke, NPSOT VP for Programs and a water expert, 

will serve on the Guadalupe River Basin & Bays Environ-

mental Flows Stakeholder Committee that studies Guada-

lupe River tributaries including Medina, Blanco, Comal,  

San Marcos and San Antonio Rivers and several Gulf Bays.  

Congratulations Mike. 

 

Marilyn Butcher, Diane McMahon and I recently worked on 

revisions to our quite out-of-date chapter by-laws. The pro-

posed revisions will be submitted to the NPSOT board and 

then to the membership for comment and approval within 

the next month. 

 

Library Garden: The violets are ready to bloom and are 

spreading throughout the garden. The sages, turkõs caps and 

some of the other 40 native plant species in the garden 

need to be cut back so new growth can begin. I will be at 

the library garden from 9 to 11 am on Tuesday, March 9.  

I hope some of you will join me there. 

 

Sixty-three people attended our January meeting! Many of 

our programs are approved for Master Naturalist advanced 

training. Mike Mecke has done a great job obtaining excel-

lent programs. 

 

I hope to see you at our spring meetings. 

 

Sincerely, 

Edna Platte 
President  

NPSOT, Kerrville Chapter 

Coffee and Cookies!  

Letõs start our next meeting 

again with coffee and cookies 

while we mix and mingle and 

make new friends! 

Last monthõs cookies were furnished by 

Rev. Dr. David Edgar 

and Sandra Magee 
For March 2, we again need 2 people to 

each bring 3 dozen cookies to our meet-

ing. Please email Cindy A. if you can do 

so this month! Please have cookies here 

10-15 minutes before meeting time. 

     Thank you!  

Your Officers 2009 -2010 

President  

Edna Platte 
platte@ktc.com 

Vice President -Programs  
Mike Mecke 
mmecke@stx.rr.com 

Vice President -Outreach  

Diane McMahon 
jmcmahon@stx.rr.com 

Secretary  
Marilyn Butcher 

marilynb@hctc.net 

Treasurer  
Trish Stone 
trishnbill@hctc.net 

Director of Communications  

Cindy Anderson 
billcindy@omniglobal.net 

Director of Membership  
Nina Wagner 

wagnina@windstream.net 

Director -at-Large  
Scott Magee 
smagee@hctc.net 
 

Committee Chairpeople:  

Library Garden: Bob Richie  
N.I.C.E. Project: Melinda Wasson and  
Cynthia Johnson  
Information Table: Sharon Walling  

Webmaster: Raúl Peña 

mailto:billcindy@omniglobal.net?subject=Cookies
mailto:platte@ktc.com
mailto:mmecke@stx.rr.com
mailto:jmcmahon@stx.rr.com
mailto:marilynb@hctc.net
mailto:trishnbill@hctc.net
mailto:billcindy@omniglobal.net
mailto:wagnina@windstream.net
mailto:smagee@hctc.net
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FOCUS ON NATIVES :  Prostrate Winecup  
A new monthly feature submitted by Barbara Lowenthal  

Type : Forb 

Height : 6 to 12 inches 

Width : 18 to about 36 inches 

Bloom Period : March-May 

Longevity : Perennial 

Growth habit : Prostrate (decumbent), trailing, numerous leafy stems 

Growing conditions : Drought-tolerant, sun. 

Leaves: Rounded, deeply lobed, each lobe again divided into 5 to 7 lobes; with 2 tiny, rounded stipules at the base 

of each leaf. 

Flowers: Cup-shaped, axillary, solitary, reddish-purple in our area (white or white with purple streaks found in 

Menard and Kimble counties) 

Deer resistant : NO  

Availability : local nurseries that carry native plants 

Remarks: The word involucrata in the scientific name comes from the 3 bract-like structure that is found below 

the bracts at the base of the flower; this structure is known as an involucel. 

The Prostrate Winecup works well in a rock garden or cascading over a rock wall. 

When planting, space about 4-5 feet. Although this plant is rather small the first year or two, it expands greatly  

as it matures. It dies back in the winter (mild winters, maybe not) but returns by early March.  

The root (see photo) was from a 5 year old plant which had to be transplanted. 

Resources: Enquist, M. 1987. Wildflowers of the Texas Hill Country . Lone Star Botanical, Austin, Texas. 

Diggs, G.M., B.L. Lipscomb, and R.J. O'Kennon. 1999. Shinners and Mahlerõs Illustrated Flora of North 

Central Texas . SIDA, Botanical Miscellany, No.16. Botanical Research Institute of Texas, Fort Worth, Texas  

and Austin College, Sherman, Texas. 

Photograph by Fred Siedow    Photograph by Raúl Peña  
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Featured sponsor this month: 

Wildgoose Gallery 
3189 Junction Hwy., Ingram, at the light - directly across from Ingram Post Office 
 

A recent trip to Wildgoose was a delightful surprise for this first-

time visitor (Cindy Anderson). A veritable treasure trove of finest-

quality hand-made furniture, lamps, luggage (& tags), backpacks, 

leathergoods, gun cases, wildlife art, desk and table accessories, 

carved wood pieces, ceramics, and even scrimshaw! Many pieces 

are one-of-a-kind offerings created by well-known local artisans. 

Owners Ron and Susi Bell (who are members of this Chapter!) 

were away at a trade show, so their assistant Reina Marin (pictured 

below right) gave me a first-class tour of this lovely gallery and store. 

Be sure to stop by Wildgoose next time youõre shopping for a 

unique gift or a new addition to your home décor. I guarantee you 

will NOT be disappointed! 
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Upcoming Events:  
Monday, February 22, 7 pm  

Hill Country Chapter of Texas Master Naturalists  

Monthly Meeting at Riverside Nature Center. Program will be 

òHummingbirds of Texasó by Mark Klym, coordinator of the 

Texas Wildscapes and Texas Hummingbird Roundup programs 

at Texas Parks and Wildlife. Free and open to the public. 
 

Tuesday, February 23, 7 pm  

Fredericksburg NPSOT Monthly Meeting  

Gillespie County Historical Society Social Hall at  

312 W. San Antonio, Fredericksburg. Topic: òCacti and 

Succulentsó by Larry Fargarason from the Kerrville Cactus and 

Succulent Society. Free and open to the public. 
 

Tuesday, March 2, 7 pm at Riverside Nature Center  

THIS CHAPTERõS Monthly Meeting ñ see page 1 
 

Tuesday, March 9, 9 to 11 am  

Library Garden Spruce -Up  

Bring your gloves and clippers and join Edna at the gazebo 

garden behind the Butt-Holdsworth Library on Water Street. 
 

Tuesday, March 9, 11:30 am -12:45 pm 

Brown Bag Lunch & Learn at Riverside Nature Center  

Kay L. Woodward and Bryant Saner, Jr. will be speaking on 

òHill Country Archeology: Why it is Important to Youó.   

Adults $6.00, $3.00 for members. 
 

Saturday, April 10  

Fredericksburg Chapter of NPSOT Native Plant Sale  

to be held at MarketPlatz, Fredericksburg  
 

Saturday, April 17, 8 am ð 3 pm Earth Day Celebration 

and Plant Sale, Riverside Nature Center  

The Spring Festival you have come to expect with a large 

selection of native plants at reasonable prices, exciting activities 

for the kids, and interesting seminars for the adults. Food and 

drinks will be available for purchase. The Earth Day Celebration 

is co-sponsored by Riverside Nature Center and the Kerrville 

Chapter of the Native Plant Society. Come for family fun all 

day. Admission is FREE. 

DONõT FORGET TO BUY LOCAL! 
Buying local is good for our community because our money stays closer to home, 

supporting our local economy and sustaining jobs for our friends and neighbors.  

TO ALL  

OUR MEMBERS: 

We would love your  

input for future  

newsletters! 

Please email comments, 

pictures, or news items  

to: 

NPSOT Newsletter  

Welcome  

To Our 

Newest 

Members!  
We are thrilled to welcome the 

following new members to our 

Kerrville Chapter of NPSOT: 

§ Jane Rackley 
(Kerrville) 

§ Thomas Collins  
(Center Point) 

mailto:billcindy@omniglobal.net?subject=Newsletter%20Item
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Another Reason to Plant Hill-Country Natives: 

Winter Freeze Damage 
Some of us (who shall remain nameless) just canõt help themselves! During the past few mild winters many 

tropical plants not native to this area of Texas have done very well, tempting us to landscape as if we 

were in Zones 9 or 10. But while we may get the HEAT of Zone 10 in the summer, our cold-hardiness 

zones for Kerr County are 7b (10 to 5Ü F) and 8a (15 to 10Ü F) according to Texas A&Mõs Aggie Horticul-

ture website: http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ornamentals/natives/hardiness.htm 

Unless you donõt mind replanting every few years, keep this in mind when choosing your plants!  

All pictures on this page were taken February 17 right here in Kerrville. Got any of these at your home? 

Sago Palms (rated for Zone 9) 

Agave �³  bluish variety (survived previous winters) 

Mediterranean Fan Palm (rated for Zone 9) 

Texas Mountain Laurel  
(Sophora secundiflora) 

(Native to Central and Southwest Texas) 

Yaupon Holly (Ilex vomitoria)  
(Texas Native, adapted to every part of Texas) 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ornamentals/natives/hardiness.htm

