
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Tonkawa Chapter 

                                            Of the Native Plant Society of Texas 
Summer 2009 

April : Salado Plant  Sale 

We had a great relaxing day at 

the plant sale in Salado.  Some 

went on a hike along the creek, 

others visited booths and events.  

We sold many plants and 

Bluebonnet bouquets.  The tent 

was really helpful as it was hot 

and sunny.   

 

 

 

Our first area to visit was on the edge of the recent burn.  We could see how the burn 

helped to clean the area of old debris allowing returning plants to grow more vibrantly.  

We saw the Croton in this area as pictured in the first photo.  Next we drove to the 

Maple tree area.  Here we saw beautiful rolling hills of tall maples.  The last area we 

drove to was the top of a hill where we saw holes in the limestone rock that drop 30 

feet to form a cave and other areas where the entire rock surface had caved in to 

create a valley.  After hiking along a пΩ ǿƛŘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿŜ were returning 

and found this copperhead ƛƴ ŀ ōǳǎƘ нΩ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  While watching for birds in this 

area, we spotted a painted bunting, black and white warbler, and others.  

May: Fort Hood Fieldtrip 

 



 

  

                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardening 

by Bob 

Williams 

  

 

 

 

June:  Slack House  

After dining on a diversity 

of wonderful tasting foods, 

we toured the yard to 

discuss plants.  Then 

some plants in the yard 

were rescued.  Finally we 

arranged flowers using 

vitex, thistle, salvia greggi, 

and sunflowers. 

      Hereôs some neat serendipity: Texas Betony (Stachys coccinea) 

and Big Bend Beardtongue (Penstemon havardii) have similar 

flowers of almost exactly the same coral color (they look pink in 

these pictures).  They make wonderful companion plants in the 

garden. Put the Betony in the front; it gets about 18 inches tall and 

spreads to about 2 feet.  The Penstemon can go behind it; 36 in. high 

and 30 inches wide. Use 3 or more individuals of each for a decent 

showing. Had not thought of it until writing this, but coral 

honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens) could go on a fence behind 

the Penstemon!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposal to Plant Native Plants  

The following is a speech given by Donna Slack at the Big T toastmaster 

meeting where about 20 members were present to hear the proposal.  

Karen Gaus, the evaluator of the speech said that she isnôt really into 

plants at all but after hearing the speech, she was really excited to plant 

native plants.  I wanted to place the speech in the newsletter for others to 

use for the promotion of native plants.   

Fellow members of the City of Temple Parks Department, I am proposing that to 

beautify Temple Parks, plant native plants.  The reasons to plant native plants fall 

into three categories, A) reduce maintenance cost, B) roll model to the citizens of 

Temple, and C) wildlife attractor and unique beauty.   

 

A)  Native plants need no fertilizers or watering.  Now they are just like other 

plants in that you do have to water some to get them established.  Once they are 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻŦŦΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ 

plants, they soon take on the name of being invasive.  This is really silly; they are 

not invasive, just turn off the water.  Just cutting out the fertilizer and turning off 

the water will cut cost dramatically.   

 To keep maintenance at zero, you will need to plant careŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 

over three types of beds,   1) the lush evergreen bed, 2) the wildflower field, and 

3) the bed in-between those two extremes.   1)  The lush evergreen bed is in an 

area you want to look green and gorgeous year round.  This will require that you 

pick evergreens for all the plants that go into this bed.  2)  Now at the far extreme 

of this is the wildflower field where you have a great show in  the spring, summer 

and fall, but in the winter there is this understanding that things will be looking 

bad as the plants are going to seed for the next years show.  3) Sitting in between 

these two extremes is a bed that you will need to have a minimum of one 

evergreen plant that will hold the bed together year round and then throw in 2-3 

other plants that will bloom, change leaf color or send up seed heads at different 

times.  The solution for the few plants that may leave dead stalks in the winter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

months, is to allow them to fall over and become mulch or with time they will be 

hidden by new green growth as soon as spring comes.   

B) The second reason you need to use native plants is to be a roll model to the 

citizens of Temple who are being told to cut back on water use.  When people go 

to parks and see these beautiful landscaped areas, they will want to create them 

in their yards. The end results will be beautifying Temple and reducing water 

usage for the community.  By using native tall grasses you will surpass saving 

water and actually draw water into the city of Temple when it rains rather than 

have it run on down to the next town.  The acronym for the top 4 tall grasses is 

BLIS; big bluestem, little bluestem, Indian grass and switch grass.  The bonus to 

using them is that their seeds provide food for the song birds.  Our colorful 

painted bunting that is green, blue, yellow and red, eats the seeds of switch grass.  

I always thought you had to go to the tropics to see colorful birds and they are 

right here in Temple.  

C) The final category for using native plants in the garden is that you have the 

potential with each bed to create a unique beauty that can only be found in our 

area. This is because our plants do not grow in other parts of the country.  My 

husband and I have paid a lot of money to go to Cozumel and the Cayman Islands 

to scuba dive and look at both the beautiful colors of the coral reefs and the 

animal life that these coral reefs attract.  On a dive boat, you will find people from 

all over the world.  Imagine drawing in people from all over the world to see the 

beauty and wildlife of Temple, TX.  When I walk in my native plant yard, 

butterflies are gracefully fluttering about, song birds are singing, hummingbirds 

ȊƛǇ ōȅ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ aŀǊȅ tƻǇǇƛƴǎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΗ 

It is with these three reasons, 1) reduced maintenance cost, 2) roll model to the 

citizens of Temple to both save and retain water, and 3) the wildlife and unique 

beauty to bring visitors and money from around the world that I am proposing 

that the Temple Parks, plant native plants.  Will you approve this proposal?   

 

  



 

 

 

  

 

Next Meeting  

Tuesday, August 4, 2009.  

Pavilion room 2807  

East Campus of Temple College  

Visit our Website for a map and 

directions (It can be tricky). 

     www.npsot/Tonkawa 

 

Up Coming Events  

Aug.  1 Gault site with the 

Georgetown group.  

Aug. 4 òMedicinal Plants 

of the American Prairieó 

(focus on central Texas 

plants) by Beverly 

Wickersham  

Oct.  15-18 NPSOT 

Symposium  

Oct. 24, 25 Salado 

Founderõs Day Booth 

 

Next Newsletter  

Fall 2009 will come out in October.   

 

Editors:   Bruce and Donna Slack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st photo is of the white 

phlox Beth Brewer has 

been sharing with 

members.  The plant is 

so fragrant, it is nice to 

have it close to a patio.  

2nd  photo, Beth is 

behind a stand of cedar 

sage that we rescued 

from a building site.   

Richard Egg has a website with his photos of 

wildflowers posted.  

 http://regg.snappages.com/Photos/TX%20Wildflowers  

 This 

blackfoot 

daisy came 

from the site.  

You might 

want to peak 

at his chip 

carvings after 

you view the 

wildflowers.   

 

http://www.npsot/Tonkawa

