Trinity Forks Chapter Activity Report September 1, 2008-August 31, 2009

Trinity Forks Chapter chose this year to focus on restoring
native plants and habitats to our metropolitan area via educa-
tion, example, and community involvement.

GENERAL: Chapter has 91 members, including 15 new
members in past year, holds 8 meetings per yr in Denton, TX
at Texas Woman's University (TWU), plus an August social
function. Average meeting attendance about 50 including
visitors. Average bank balance $5500.

NEW CHAPTER ACTIVITIES THIS YEAR:

1. Gave away 100 Zexmenia and 100 Gulf Coast Penstemon
at our spring plant sale as a way to attract people to our fes-
tival booth and to get a native into 200 new hands.

2. Expanded and enhanced the Benny Simpson Memorial
Garden (BSMG) at TWU. 9 NPSOT mentors supervised and
educated 200 student volunteers plus campus landscaping
staff during 2 spring and fall work days to add >400 small
trees and perennials of 30 Texas species, prune or thin exist-
ing natives, and remove invasive exotics. Chapter donated
plants plus funds to purchase nursery stock.

3. Proposed to TWU that NPSOT advise on landscape plans
for 2 new campus buildings, one to be completed this fall.
Offer accepted, resulting in a well-received plant-for-plant
substitution list of natives instead of commonly used exotics
for both buildings, as well as a master reference list with
photo links of plants specific to local soil type, suitable for
future construction projects.

4. Developed a White Paper on preservation of Post Oaks in
our Cross Timbers ecosystem, for use in community pro-
jects, subsequently published in NPSOT News.

5. Partnered with Keep Denton Beautiful to initiate restora-
tion of Cross Timbers flora in a Post Oak woodland remnant
to educate citizens on care of post oaks on their properties.

EDUCATION:

1. Programs (open to public):

Began each chapter meeting with quick tip on using a se-
lected Native in the home garden.

North Texas Invaders Program;

Honey Bees and NP's;

Attracting Backyard Birds with NP Habitat;

From All Grass to No Grass (convert backyard to natives);
Natives to Neighborhoods (community-wide program to
convert lawns to natives);

Lush Lawns & the Coming Water Shortage;

members plant swap & NP photo show & tell;

members workshop to learn winter maintenance for NP gar-
dens.

Annual social this year was a "build-your-own-smoothie"
Brunch in BSMG at TWU.

2. Field Trips (open to public):

Cross Timbers Park; the Mound (blackland prairie) in
Flower Mound; TxDOT tour of award-winning native land-
scapes along President George Bush Tollroad.

3. Information booths at 3 regional festivals

4. Tours, Talks, Articles:
5 members contributed 5 articles for NPSOT News, 39 for
newspapers, magazines, local & state-wide newsletters.

9 members gave 30 presentations on wildflowers, NPs &/or
habitat to 78 elementary classes, 2 teachers workshops, 4
nature groups, 5 garden clubs, & 6 to NPSOT chapters --
audiences totaling about 2500 people;

4 members led 24 plant ID field trips & hikes for schools,
teachers, youth groups, & general public at nature centers,
city & Ray Roberts Lake State Park (RRLSP) totaling about
700 attendees.

8 members were docents for regional science fair partici-
pants touring BSMG.

5. Misc.

Member was NP Reviewer for college student ecology pres-
entations.

Member created NP & NPSOT library display

OUTREACH

1. NICE!

“Plant of the Season” continues with 10 retail nurseries in 6
cities, 13 committee members.

2. Media:

Members promoted NPSOT on local cable TV program.

TF newsletter Native Plant Press: 8 issues per year sent to
members, recent guests, speakers, and NICE! nurseries; dis-
tributed at public events.

Chapter maintains TF member internet discussion group.

3. Exclusively Native Plant Sale:

Sold 1800 member-provided &/or consignment plants of 110
Texas species, aided by >20 members, laminated signage
with photo and growing tips, plus 200-plant give-away.

4. Donations:

$300 sponsorship of 2008 NPSOT annual symposium;

$895 BSMG plants;

$200 worth of plants for school and RRLSP gardens;
Literature for self-guided tours BSMG;

$200 to support LBJWFC conservation symposium.

5. Misc.:

Member initiated "Wildflowers by Horseback" for trail ride
clubs to bring natural history edu. to a whole new audience;
Sold 130 NP Calendars created from NICE! photos, with
planting & usage information;

Member volunteers plant taxonomy services to BRIT, cre-
ates county check lists;

Member conducted plant ID surveys on 6 private properties.

LEADING BY EXAMPLE:

14 members created or advised on design, +/- helped install
or renovate NP landscapes or demo gardens at 1 church, 2
neighborhood entries, 1 shopping center, 2 RRLSP educa-
tion gardens, 5 elementary schools, 1 city park, often donat-
ing plants as well, in addition to BSMG work above.

Chapter leaders attended all state board meetings, served on
strategic planning committee, editorial review board for
NPSOT News, 2010 symposium steering committee. Many
members attended annual NPSOT Symposium-Big Thicket.

Submitted by Cathy Lustgarten, President;
drgoodrad@verizon.net




