
Recommended Books
Native Texas Plants

Items with * are on the Getting Started List handed out to NPSOT newcomers

Field Guides and References
General for all of Texas
*Ajilvsgi, Geyata. (2003), Wildflowers of Texas, Rev. Ed. Bryan, TX: Shearer

 Publishing Co.
Andrews Jean. (1993). The Texas Bluebonnet. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.
Brickell, Christopher & Zuk, Judith, D., Editors-in-Chief. (1997). The American Horticultural

 A-Z Encyclopedia of Garden Plants. New York: DK Publishing, Inc. 
Burrell, C. Colston; Marinelli, Janet;& Harper-Lore, Bonnie, Eds. (2007). Native Alternatives

 to Invasive Plants. Brooklyn, NY: Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Inc.
Cheatham, Scooter; Johnston, Marshall; & Marshall, Lynn. (2001). The Useful Wild Plants of

Texas, The Southeastern and Southwestern United States, the Southern Plains and
Northern  Mexico, v. 1 and v.2. Austin, TX: Useful Wild Plants, Inc.

Correll, Donovan Stewart & Johnston, Marshall Conring. (1979). Manual of the Vascular
 Plants of Texas. Richardson, TX: The University of Texas at Dallas.

*Cox, Paul W. & Leslie, Patty. (1988). Texas Trees: A Friendly Guide. San Antonio, TX:
 Corona Publishing Co.

Garrett, Howard. (2002). Texas Trees. Lanham, Maryland: Traylor Trade Publishing.
*Gould, Frank W.  (1978). Common Texas Grasses: An Illustrated Guide. College Station:
              Texas A&M University Press.
*Gould, Frank W. (1975). The Grasses of Texas.  College Station: Texas A & M University
              Press. 
*Hart, Charles R.; Garland, Tam; Barr, A. Catherine; Carpenter, Bruce B.; & Reagor, John C.

 2003). Toxic Plants of Texas: Integrated Management Strategies to Prevent Livestock
Losses. Texas Cooperative Extension, The Texas A&M University System.

Hatch, Stephen L.; Kancheepuram, N. Gandhi; & Brown, Larry. (1994). Checklist of the
 Vascular Plants of TX. http://www.csdl.tamu/edu/FLORA/taes/tracy/chkiNF.html.

*Hatch, Stephan L.; Pluhar, Jennifer; & Westover, Keith. (1993). Texas Range Plants.  College
 Station, TX: A&M University Press.

Holloway, Joel E.; Holloway, Joel Ellis; & Neill, Amanda, Ed. (2005). A Dictionary of 
Common Wildflowers of Texas and the Southern Great Plains. Ft. Worth, TX: Texas
 Christian University.

Johnston, M. C. (1990). The Vascular Plants of Texas: A List Up-dating the Manual of the
 Vascular Plants of Texas, 2nd Edition. Austin: Marshall C. Johnston. 
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Jones, Stanley D.; Wipff, Joseph K.; & Montgomery, Paul M. (1997). Vascular Plants of Texas: 
A Comprehensive Checklist including Synonymy; Bibliography, and Index. Austin, TX:
 University of Texas Press.

Kindscher, Kelly. (1992). Medicinal Wild Plants of the Prairie: An Ethnobotanical Guide.
 Lawrence, Kansas: University Press of Kansas.

Kindscher, Kelly. (1987). Edible Wild Plants of the Prairie: An Ethnobotanical Guide. Lawrence
 Kansas: University Press of Kansas.

*Liggio, Joe & Liggio, Ann Orto. (1999). Wild Orchids of Texas. Austin, TX: University of
 Texas Press.

*Loughmiller, Campbell; Loughmiller, Lynn; & Waite, Damon. (2006). Texas Wildflowers,
 Revised Edition.  Austin, TX: University of Texas Press. 

*Mattiza, Dorothy Baird. (1993).  100 Texas Wildflowers. Tucson, Arizona: Western National
 Parks Association.

Niehaus, Theodore F.; Ripper, Charles L.; & Savage, Virginia. (1984). A Field Guide to
 Southwestern and Texas Wildflowers. New York: Houghton Mifflin Co. 

Olivieri, Rich. (2006). Hunting Texas Wildflowers. San Antonio, TX: EquipU, LLC.
Poole, Jackie; Carr, William R.; Price, Dana M.; & Singhurst, Jason R. (2008). Rare Plants of

Texas: A Field Guide. College Station, TX: Texas A&M University Press.
*Rector, Barron (2003). Know Your Grasses. Texas Cooperative Extension, The Texas A &M

 University System.
 Rickett, Harold W. (1970). Wild Flowers of the United States, Volume Three, Parts One and

Two: Texas.  New York, NY: The New York Botanical Garden (McGraw-Hill Book
Co.).

*Simpson, Benny J. (1999). A Field Guide to Texas Trees. Houston, TX: Gulf Coast Publishing
 Co.

*Stahl, Carmine & McElvaney, Ria. (2003). Trees of Texas: An Easy Guide to Leaf
 Identification. College Station: Texas A&M University Press.

*Tull, Delena. (1999). Edible and Useful Plants of Texas and the Southwest: A Practical Guide.
Austin: University of Texas Press.

Tull, Delena & Miller, George Oxford. (2003). Lonestar Field Guide to Wildflowers, Trees, and
 Shrubs of Texas, Revised Ed.   Houston: Lone Star Books

_____________________(1999). Wildflowers, Trees, and Shrubs of Texas, Rev
 Ed. Lanham, MD: Taylor Trade Publishing

Turner, B. L. (1977). The Legumes of Texas, paperback Austin Reprints. Austin: University of 
Texas Press.

Turner, B. L.; Nichols, Holly; Denny, Geoffrey; & Dowen Oded. (2003). .Atlas of the Vascular
 Plants of Texas, v. 1. Ft. Worth, TX: Botanical Research Institute of Texas

______________________(2003). Atlas of the Vascular Plants of Texas, v. 2. Ft. Worth, TX:
 Botanical Research Institute of Texas

Turner, Matt Warnock. (2009). Remarkable Plants of Texas. Austin: University of TX Press.
Vines, Robert A. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Woody Vines of the Southwest. Blackburn Press.
Weniger, Del. (1984). Cacti of Texas & Neighboring States. Austin, Texas: University of Texas

 Press.
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Houston & East Texas (Region 1: Blackland Prairie, Pineywoods, Post Oak Savannah, Red
River Area)

*Ajilvsgi, Geyata. (1979). Wild flowers of the Big Thicket, East Texas, and Western Louisiana.
 College Station, TX: Texas A&M University Press. 

Allen, Charles M.; Allen, Andrew W.; & Winters, Harry H. (2005). Edible Plants of the Gulf 
South. Pitkin, LA: Allen’s Native Ventures, LLC.

Allen, Charles M.; Newman, Dawn Allen; & Winters, Harry H. (2004). Grasses of Louisana, 3rd

 Ed. Pitkin, LA: Allen’s Native Ventures, LLC.
___________________________________________________(2002). Trees, Shrubs, and 

Woody Vines of Louisiana. Pitkin, LA: Allen’s Native Ventures, LLC.
Brown, Clair A. (1972). Wildflowers of Louisiana and Adjoining States. Baton Rouge:

 Louisiana State University Press.
Diggs, George M., Jr.; Lipscomb, Barney L.; Reed, Monique D.; & O’Kennon, Robert J.

 (2006). Illustrated Flora of East Texas, v. 1. Fort Worth, TX: Botanical Research
 Institute of Texas & Austin College.

Gunter, Pete A. Y. (1993). The Big Thicket: An Ecological Reevaluation. Denton, TX: 
University of North Texas Press.

Nixon, Elray S. (2000). Trees, Shrubs, and Woody Vines of East Texas, 2nd Ed.  Nacogdoches: 
B.L. Cunningham. 

Peterson, Charles D. & Brown, Larry E. (1983). Vascular Flora of the Little Thicket Nature
Sanctuary, San Jacinto County, Texas. Houston, TX: Outdoor Nature Club.
*Tveten, John & Gloria (1993). Wildflowers of Houston & Southeast Texas. Austin, TX:

 University of Texas Press. Region  2
Vines, Robert A. (1977). Trees of East Texas. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press

Gulf Coast Prairies and Marshes (Region 2)
Cannatella, Mary Michael, & Arnold, Rita Emigh. (1985). Plants of Texas Shore: A

 Beachcomber’s Guide. College Station, TX: Texas A&M University Press.
*Hatch, Stephan L. & Drawe, D. Lynn. (1993). Woody Plants of the Rob and Bessie Welder

 Wildlife Refuge. Sinton, TX: Welder Wildlife Foundation Contribution No. B-13.
Hatch, Stephan L; Drawe, D. Lynn; & Schuster, Joseph L. (1999).  Grasses of the Texas Gulf 

Prairies and Marshes.  College Station, TX: Texas A & M University Press. 
Jones, Fred B. (1977). Flora of the Texas Coastal Bend. Corpus Christi, TX: Welder Wildlife

 Foundation. 
*Lehman, Roy L., O’Brien, Ruth, & White, Tammy. (2005). Plants of the Texas Coastal Bend.

 College Station: Texas A&M Press.
*Richardson, Alfred. (2002). Wildflowers and Other Plants of Texas Beaches and Islands. 

Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.
*_______________ (1995). Plants of the Rio Grande Delta. Austin, TX: University of Texas

Press.
Stutzenbaker, Charles D. (1999).  Aquatic and Wetland Plants of the Western Gulf Coast.

  Austin, TX: Texas Parks and Wildlife Press.  

3



North Central Texas   (Blackland Prairie, East Cross Timbers, Fort Worth Prairie, 
Lampasas Cut Plain, Red River Area, West Cross Timbers: Regions 3, 4, 5)

Diggs, George M., Jr., Lipscomb, Barney L., & O’Kennon, Robert J. (1999). Shinner’s &
 Mahler’s Illustrated Flora of North Central Texas. Fort Worth, TX: Botanical Research
 Institute of Texas & Austin College.

Francaviglia, Richard. (2000). The Cast Iron Forest: A Natural and Cultural History of the
 North  American Cross Timbers. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.

Mahler. W. F. (1984).  Shinners’ Manual of the North Central Texas Flora. Dallas: SMU 
Herbarium.

Shinners, L. H. (1958).  Spring Flora of the Dallas-Ft.Worth Area. Dallas: Lloyd H. Shinners.
Vines, Robert A. (1977). Trees of North Texas. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.
White, Matt. (2006). Prairie Time: A Blackland Portrait.  Sam Rayburn Series on Rural Life

 #10. College Station: TX A&M University Press.

Southwest Texas  (South Texas Plains, Region 6)
Everitt, James H. & Drawe, D. Lynn. (1993). Trees, Shrubs, and Cacti of South Texas. Lubbock,

 TX: Texas Tech University Press.
*Everitt, James H.; Drawe, D. Lynn; & Lonard, Robert I. (2002). Trees, Shrubs, and Cacti of

 South Texas, Revised Ed. Lubbock, TX: Texas Tech University Press.
Everitt, James H; Drawe, D. Lynn; & Lonard, Robert I. (1999). Field Guide to the Broad-

Leaved Herbaceous Plants of South Texas, Used by Livestock and Wildlife. Lubbock, 
TX: Texas Tech University Press.

*Lonard, Robert I. (1993). Guide to Grasses of the Lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas. Edinburg, 
TX: University of Texas Pan American Press.

*Taylor, Richard B.; Rutledge, Jimmy; & Herrera, Joe G. (1999). A Field Guide to Common
 South Texas Shrubs.  Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.

Hill Country (Edwards Plateau or Region 7)
*Enquist, Marshall. (1987). Wildflowers of the Texas Hill Country. Austin, TX: Lone Star

Botanical.
*Loflin, Brian & Shirley. (2006). Grasses of the Texas Hill Country. College Station: Texas

 A&M University Press.
Lynch, Daniel. (1981). Native & Naturalized Woody Plants of Austin and the Hill Country.

 Austin, TX: St. Edward’s University.
Vines, Robert A. (1984). Trees of Central Texas. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.
*Wrede, Jan. (2005). Trees, Shrubs, and Vines of the Texas Hill Country: A Field Guide. College

 Station: Texas A&M University Press

.  
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West Texas (Trans-Pecos, Mountains and Basins; Region 10; High Plains: Region 9)
Allison, Pamela S.; Cepeda, Joseph C.; and Higgins, Larry C. (1997). Texas Panhandle Plants. 

Amarillo, TX: Wildcat Bluff Nature Center.
Evans, Douglas; Evans, Doris; & Wauer, Ro. (1998). Cactuses of Big Bend National Park. 

Austin, TX: The University of TX Press.
Haukos, Loren & Smith, M. (1997). Common Flora of the Playa Lakes. Lubbock, TX: Texas

 Tech University Press.  
*Kirkpatrick, Zoe. (1992). Wildflowers of the Western Plains: A Field Guide.  Austin: University

 of Texas Press.
Morey, Roy. (2008). Little Big Bend: An Introduction to the Common, Uncommon, and Rare

 Plants of Big Bend National Park.  Lubbock TX: Texas Tech University Press.
*Powell, A. Michael. (2000). Grasses of the Trans-Pecos and Adjacent Areas. Marathon, TX: 

Iron  Mountain Press.
*________________ (1998). Trees and Shrubs of the Trans-Pecos and Adjacent Area, Revised

 Ed. Austin, TX: The University of Texas Press.
Powell, A. Michael, and James F. Weedin. (2004). Cacti of the Trans-Pecos & Adjacent Areas.

 Lubbock: Texas Tech Univ. Press.
Rose, Francis L. & Standtmann, Russell W. (1986). Wildflowers of the Llano Estacado. Dallas:

 Taylor Publishing Co.
Yarborough, Sharon; and Powell, A. Michael.(2002). Ferns and Fern Allies of the Trans-Pecos

 and Adjacent Areas. Lubbock: Texas Tech Press
Warnock, Barton H. (1977). Wildflowers of the Davis Mountains and Marathon Basin Texas.

 Alpine: Sul Ross State University.
_______________ (1974 ). Wildflowers of the Guadalupe Mountains and the Sand Dune

 Country of Texas. Alpine, TX: Sul Ross State University.
________________(1970). Wildflowers of the Big Bend Country, TX. Alpine, TX: Sul Ross

 University 
*West, Steve. (2000). Northern Chihuahuan Desert Wildflowers: A Field Guide to Wildflowers

 and Other Plants of the Desert and Its Parklands. Helena, Montana: Falcon Publishing
 Co., in cooperation with the Carlsbad Caverns-Guadalupe Mountains Association.

Landscaping and Gardening for all of Texas:
Abbott, Carroll. (1982). How to Know and Grow Texas Wildflowers, 2nd Ed. Kerrville, TX:

 Green Horizons Press.
Ajilvsgi, Geyata. (1990). Butterfly Gardening for the South: Cultivating Plants that Attract

 Butterflies. Lanham, MD: Taylor Trade Publishing.
Bowen, Mark & Marya. (1998). Habitat Gardening for Houston & Southeast Texas. Houston, 

TX: River Bend Publishing Co.
Breneman, Karen M. (2002) Gardening with Nature in Texas. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers,

 Inc.
Clebsch, Betsy. (2003). The New Book of Salvias: Sages for Every Garden. Portland, Oregon:

 Timber Press.
*Damude, Noreen & Bender, Kelly Conrad. (1999). Texas Wildscapes: Gardening for Wildlife.

 Austin, TX: Texas Parks and Wildlife Press.
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Irish, Mary & Gary. (2000). Agaves, Yuccas, and Related Plants: A Gardener’s Guide. Portland,
Oregon: Timber Press.

Mielke, Judy. (1993). Native Plants for Southwestern Landscapes. Austin: University of Texas
 Press.

*Miller, George Oxford. (2006). Landscaping with Native Plants of Texas. MBI Publishing Co.
*Nokes: Jill. (2001). How to Grow Native Plants of Texas and the Southwest, Revised and 

Updated Ed. Austin, TX: University of TX Press.
Phillips, Judith. (1995). Natural by Design: Beauty and Balance in Southwest Garden.

Santa Fe, NM: Museum of New Mexico Press.
____________. (1995)Plants for Natural Gardens: Southwestern Native and Adaptive Trees, 

Shrubs, Wildflowers and Grasses. Santa Fe, NM: Museum of New Mexico Press.
Phillips Petroleum Co. (1989).  Pasture and Range Plants.  Hays, Kansas: Fort Hays State

 University.
*Powell, A. Michael & Shirley A. (2005). Native Plants in Landscaping: Trees, Shrubs, Cacti,

 and Grasses of the Texas Desert and Mountains. Marathon, TX: Iron Mountain Press.
Stephens, Jessie Gunn. (2003). Touring Texas Gardens. Plano, TX: Republic of Texas Press.
Sutton, John. (1999). The Gardener’s Guide to Growing Salvias. Portland, Oregon: Timber

 Press.
Wasowski, Sally & Andy. (2002), Gardening with Prairie Plants. Minneapolis MN:

 University of Minnesota Press.
Wasowski, Andy, with  Wasowski, Sally. (2000). The Landscaping Revolution: Garden with

 Mother Nature, Not Against Her. Lincolnwood (Chicago), Illinois: Contemporary 
Books, a division of  NTC/Contemporary Publishing Group, Inc.

_______________ (1997). Native Texas Gardens. Houston, TX: Gulf Publishing
*Wasowski, Sally, with Wasowski, Andy. (1997). Native Texas Plants: Landscaping Region by

 Region, 2nd Ed.   Houston, TX: Gulf Publishing Company.
_______ (1994). Gardening with Native Plants of the South. 

Dallas, TX: Taylor Publishing Co.
_________(1992). Requiem for a Lawnmower, and other Essays

 on Easy Gardening with Native Plants. Dallas, TX: Taylor Publishing Co
Welsh, Douglas. (2007). Doug Welsh’s Texas Gardening Almanac. College Station: Texas A&M

 Press.

History, Ecology, and Old Books
Frary, Michael & Owens, William A. (1973). Impressions of the Big Thicket. Austin: Steck\

Warlick Co. 
Gee, Kenneth, & Porter, Michal of the Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation; and Demaruais, 

Steve; Bryant, Fred C.; & Van Vreede, Gary of Texas Tech Univ. Dept. of Range, 
Wildlife & Management. (1996). White-Tailed Deer, Their Food, &  Management in the 
Cross Timbers.

Geiser, Samuel Wood. (1948). Naturalist of the Frontier.  Dallas, TX: Southern Methodist
 University Press. 

Ginsburg, R. (1998). Lloyd Herbert Shinners: A Biography, Unpublished October 1998 draft,
copy in the library of the Botanical Research Institute of Texas.
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Greene, Jeffrey. (2007). Water from Stone: The Story of Selah, Bamberger Ranch Preserve.
 College Station: Texas A&M Press.

Goyone, Minetta Altgelt. (1991). A Life among the Texas Flora: Ferdinand Lindheimer’s Letters
 to George Engelmann. College Station: Texas A&M Press.

Gunter, Pete A. Y. (1993). The Big Thicket: An Ecological Reevaluation, v. 2.  Denton:
 University of Texas Press.

Longoria, Arturo. (1997).  Adios to the Brushlands.  College Station: Texas A & M University
  Press.

Ranson, Nancy Richey. (1933). Texas Wildflower Legends. Dallas: Kaleidograph.
Roemer, Dr. Ferdinand. (Special Heritage Edition—1995)  Roemer’s Texas 1845-1847.

  Translated by Oswald Mueller.  Austin, TX: Eakin Press.
Sander, Susan M. (2001). A Treasury of Texas Flora: The Botanical Watercolors of Marie C.

 Wesby. Kerrville, TX: Herring Printing Company.
Schmidly, David J. (2002). Texas Natural History: A Century of Change. Lubbock, TX: Texas

 Tech University Press.
Schulz, Ellen D. (1928). Texas Wild Flowers: A Popular Account of the Common Wild Flowers

 of Texas.  Chicago: Laidlaw Bros.
Silverthorne, Elizabeth. (1996). Legends & Lore of Texas Wildflowers. College Station: Texas

 A&M Univ. Press.
Sharpless M. Rebecca and Joe  C. Yelderman, Jr. (1993). The Texas Blackland Prairie: Land, 

History, and Culture.  Waco, TX: Baylor University.
Sparks, Ken & Ellis, Richard. (no date) La Jita: Trees, Shrubs, Vines, Grasses, Wildflowers. 

San Antonio Area Council of Girl Scouts, Inc.: U. S. D. A. Soil Conservation Service
 Uvalde, Texas.

Tallamy, Douglas W. (2007). Bringing Nature Home: How You Can Sustain Wildlife with 
Native Plants. Portland, OR: Timber Press.

Truett, Joe C. & Daniel W. Lay. (1994). Land of Bears and Honey: A Natural History of East
 Texas. Austin: University of TX Press.

Watson, Geraldine Ellis. (2006). Big Thicket Plant Ecology: An Introduction, 3rd Ed. Denton,
TX: Big Thicket Association, University of North Texas Press.

________(2003). Reflections on the Neches: A Naturalist’s Odyssey along the Big Thicket’s
 Snow River. Denton, TX: University of North TX Press.

Weaver, J. E. (1968).  Prairie Plants and Their Environment: A Fifty Year Study on the
 Midwest.  Lincoln, NB: University of Nebraska Press.  

Weniger, Del. (1984). The Explorers’ Texas: The Lands and Waters.  Austin, TX: Eakin
 Publications, Inc.

Wills, Mary Motz, & Irwin, Howard S. (1961). Roadside Flowers of Texas. Austin: University
 of Texas Press.
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Children’s Books
Appelt, K. (2005). Miss Lady Bird’s Wildflowers: How a First Lady Changed

America.  Harper Collins Publishers. Grades 2-5
Baker, Nick. (2007). Nature Explorers: Forests and Woods. Smithsonian Institute: Collins.
Bauld, J. S. (2004).  Texas In Bloom: A Wildflower Guide for Children. Austin, TX: Eakin Press.

 Grades 2-5.
Bruchac, Joseph & Caduto, Michael. (1994). Keepers of Life: Discovering Plants through Native

 American Stories and Earth Activities for Children. Golden, CO: Fulcrum Press.
Caduto, Michael & Bruchac, Joseph. (1996). Native American Gardening : Stories, Projects and

Recipes for Families. Golden, CO: Fulcrum Press.
_________________(1995). Native Plant Stories Told by Joseph Bruchac. Golden, CO:
Fulcrum Press.

Cooney, B. (1982). Miss Rumphius. New York: Viking Press. Grades 2-5.
DePaola, Tomie. (1966). The Legend of the Bluebonnet: an Old Tale of Texas. New York:

Penguin.
___________. (1988). The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush. New York: Putnam
Gibbons, G. (1991). From Seed to Plant. New York: Holiday House. Grades K-5
Grimmer, Glenna Gardiner. (1982). The ABC’s of Texas Wildflowers. Austin: Eakin Press.
Ladd, D. (1995). Tall Grass Prairie Wild Flowers: A Field Guide. Guilford, Conn.: The

Globe Pequot Press. 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. (2004). Exploring the Native Plant World: Shapes and

Patterns, Pre-K, K. Austin, TX: Eakin Press.
Exploring the Native Plant World: Changes, Grades 1-2.
Exploring the Native Plant World: Survival, Grades 3-4.
Exploring the Native Plant World: Adaptations, Grades 5-6.

Magley, B. (1993).Texas Wildflowers. Guilford, Conn.: Globe Pequot Press.
National Gardening Association. (2001 ). GrowLab: Activities for Growing Minds. Burlington,

VT: National Gardening Association.
Rinkoff, Barbara. (1972), Guess What Grasses Do. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Co.
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